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CORE OF KNOWLEDGE
The Core of Knowledge consists of the disciplines under the federal guidelines:

A. Applicable standards of environmental health and safety.

1. Knowledge of local, state, and federal regulations applicable to nursing homes.
2. Resources:  Local and state health departments, local state regulatory agencies, and federal regulatory agencies.

B. Local and state health and safety regulations.

C. General administration

D. Psychology of patient care.  Resources:  Staff, patient, and advisory physicians; social worker and patient’s social history; principles and techniques of long term care nursing (director of nursing, nursing supervisors).
E. Principles of medical care.  Resources:  Medical director, staff, patient, and advisory physicians/medical colleges, especially those offering degree programs in health care administration or long-term health care.
F. Personal and social care.

G. Therapeutics and supportive care services in long term care.  Resources:  Dietary, physical therapy, occupational therapy, clinic, social services, volunteers, family, and pharmacist.

H. Departmental organization and management administrator, advisor physicians, director of nursing, food service manager, laundry and housekeeping supervisor, and maintenance supervisor.

I. Community Interrelationships.

1. Hospitals
2. Hospice programs
3. Other nursing homes
4. Homes for adults
5. Retirement or life care communities
6. Home health care
7. Health Department
8. Social service agencies
9. Department for the Aging
10. Area Agencies on Aging
11. Clinics
12. Physicians
13. Medical societies
14. Regulatory agencies
15. Long term care professional associations
16. Advocates for the aged

17. Ombudsman
18. Volunteers
19. Educators
20. Schools
21. Religious communities

