Virginia Board of Optometry

9960 Mayland Drive, Suite 300

Richmond, VA  23233-1463

Phone (804) 367-4508, Fax (804) 527-4466

e-mail: www.optbd@dhp.virginia.gov 

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS FOR LICENSURE/TPA CERTIFICATION 

LICENSURE

To be considered for licensure by examination or endorsement, the following must be submitted to the Board office:

(
Form A – "Application for a License to Practice Optometry or TPA Certification" (All applicants must complete the relevant sections).  Incomplete applications will NOT be processed but returned to applicant.
(
Form B – "Clearance from Other State Boards" (Only for those who are or have ever been licensed in another jurisdiction). Send a copy of this form to each optometry board where you have been licensed. Have them verify your licensure status on the form and submit it directly to the Board office 

(
For candidates seeking licensure by examination (passed all parts of the NBEO examination including TMOD):

· National Board of Examiners in Optometry (NBEO) Examination scores sent to the Board directly from NBEO  

· Transcript certifying graduation with a doctorate in optometry (O.D.) sent directly to the Board from the registrar. Note that only candidates who have graduated from schools of optometry accredited by the American Optometric Association's Accreditation Council on Optometry Education (ACOE) will be considered (Information regarding ACOE accreditation may be obtained through the following website: www.aoa.org)

· Make check payable to the "Treasurer of Virginia" for $250 to cover the initial application and licensure fee 

(
For candidates seeking licensure or TPA certification by endorsement, see page 2 for instructions and eligibility. 
NOTARIZED APPLICATION SIGNATURE

Please be aware that your notarized application signature affirms that you have read, understand and will comply with the laws and regulations governing the practice of optometry and the use of controlled substances in Virginia.
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PERMIT EXPIRATION DATES

Permits for Licensure issued prior to October 1st will expire on December 31st.  Permits issued on or after October 1 will expire December 31st of the following year.

Calligraphy wall certificates will be requested within 90 days and shall only reflect the O.D. degree.


All fees are non-refundable; therefore, if any doubt as to eligibility, please contact

the Board office for further clarification.
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ENDORSEMENT INSTRUCTIONS

To be considered for licensure by endorsement, an applicant must be a graduate of an optometry college accredited by the American Optometric Association’s Accreditation Council on Optometry Education (ACOE) and the following criteria must be met:

(
Form A – “Application for a License to Practice Optometry or TPA Certification” (All applicants must complete the

       relevant sections). Incomplete applications will NOT be processed and returned to applicant. 

(
National Board scores directly from the National Board of any/all parts taken

(
Transcript with final optometry degree directly from registrar

(
Form B – “Clearance from Other State Boards” (Includes any jurisdiction where a license has been held).  Forms must be completed by each verifying state or jurisdiction sent directly to the Board office, copies of licensure permits are not valid verifications.  Each licensing jurisdiction must verify that your license is full, unrestricted and that all continuing education has been met

(
In the case of a federal service optometrist, a statement of good standing, credentialing and quality assurance from Commanding Officer

(
Enclosure of appropriate fee ($250)

(
Must have passed a licensing examination or certification in optometry in any jurisdiction of the United States that is comparable to VA’s examination at the time of initial licensure (contact the Board office for details); Examination subject matter, scoring and the endorsing states’ regulations at the time of initial licensure are required (contact the endorsing state to forward the information to Virginia).
(
Must have been engaged in active clinical practice for at least 36 months out of the last 60 months immediately 
preceding application;

(
Must not be a respondent in a pending or unresolved malpractice claim;

(
Must provide proof of competency in the use of diagnostic pharmaceutical agents (DPA’s).  This consists of a report from the National Board of passing scores on all sections of Parts I and II of the National Board Examination taken May 1985 or thereafter.  If not qualifying through examination, applicant must provide other proof of meeting the requirements for the use of DPA as provided in §§54.1-3220 and 54.1-3221 of the Code of Virginia;

(
Must provide proof of competency in the use therapeutic pharmaceutical agents (TPA’s).  This consists of a report from the National Board of Examiners in Optometry (NBEO) of a passing score on the TMOD section or a report from the endorsing state on its TPA examination that is comparable to Virginia’s examination (6/1991 to 7/1996) or to NBEO/TMOD (7/1996 forward).

(
If a graduate of an optometry school prior to April 12, 1991, must provide proof of postgraduate education in TPA 

      (see Forms C&D); 

TPA CERTIFICATION, ALONE

This section is for current Virginia licensees applying for certification to use TPA's, only.

(
Form A – "Application for a License to Practice Optometry or TPA Certification" (Complete the relevant TPA

       sections); Incomplete applications will NOT be processed and returned to applicant.
(
Form B – "Clearance from Other State Boards" (Only for those who are or have ever been licensed in another      jurisdiction). Send a copy of this form to each optometry board where you have been licensed. Have them verify your licensure/TPA status on the form and submit it directly to the Board office;

(
Must provide proof of competency in the use therapeutic pharmaceutical agents (TPA’s) as stated in "Endorsement 

       Instructions,” above.  Also, if a graduate of an optometry school prior to April 12, 1991, the same instructions as 

       provided in the "Endorsement Instructions," apply. 

(
Enclosure of required fee ($200).
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The status of your application will be forwarded via e-mail upon receipt of the application.  If no e-mail, the status will be mailed regular mail.  Upon receipt of all required documentation, a license permit will be issued and mailed.











� HYPERLINK "http://www.dhp.state.va.us/mylicense/renewalintro.asp" �Online Licensing� – Upon licensure, a pin number will be issued and printed on your licensure permit.  Licensees are encouraged to renew on-line, change addresses, and request duplicate permits.   See on-line licensing at � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhp.virginia.gov" ��www.dhp.virginia.gov� for specific information/instructions.





The above website also offers the most current changes to the laws/regulations, frequently asked questions, forms and guidance documents.




















