Current Information on Destruction of Schedule II through V Drugs

All Schedule II through V drugs must be destroyed appropriately.  In the Regulations Governing the Practice of Veterinary Medicine, 18VAC150-20-190.E., refers to a “destruction packet” that is available from the board with the latest U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) approved drug destruction guidelines.  This regulation is outdated and there is no longer a “destruction packet.”  The destruction of Schedule II through V drugs should be done through a licensed reverse distributor.  Virginia does not license any reverse distributors and the DEA does not maintain a national list of licensed reverse distributors.  A reverse distributor does not have to be licensed in Virginia in order to be used, but must be licensed in its resident state.  Since all pharmacies destroy larger quantities of drugs than a veterinary practice, contacting a local pharmacy is an excellent resource for finding a licensed reverse distributor.     
