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Virginia Board of Optometry supports the US Food and Drug
Administration’s efforts to Alert Consumers of Risks Associated

with Non-Prescription Decorative Contact Lenses
 

As consumers prepare for Halloween, the Virginia Board of Optometry
is working to amplify the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
efforts to raise public awareness regarding the hazards of non-corrective
decorative contact lenses sold without prescription. The FDA has
partnered with the American Optometric Association and the
Entertainment Industry Council to provide consumer education materials
to people nationwide online at http://www.contactlensart.org.
 
The FDA collects information on adverse outcomes related to decorative
contact lenses sold without a prescription. Optometrists are advised to
submit an online report following the treatment of a problem linked to
the use of cosmetic lenses to MedWatch, the FDA’s voluntary reporting
program, or by phone at 1-800-FDA-1088.
 
Pursuant to § 54.1-3204(8) of the Code of Virginia, the sale and
dispensing of contact lenses is limited to authorized entities. For
information on filing a complaint regarding unauthorized sales of
decorative contact lenses in Virginia, go to Department of Health
Profession, Enforcement Division.
 
Read the full media advisory here.
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