Clarification – "Administering Vaccines"
The term "Board" in the last sentence of the first paragraph of this article refers to the Board of Nursing as mentioned in the prior sentence, NOT the Board of Pharmacy

Administering Vaccines

A pharmacist has legal authority to administer a vaccine via

the following two methods: either pursuant to the receipt of a

valid prescription instructing the pharmacist to dispense and

administer a particular drug; or pursuant to a protocol approved

by the Virginia Board of Nursing and authorized by a prescriber,

to administer vaccines to adults as indicated by §54.1-3408,

paragraph I of the Drug Control Act. Information that must be

included in the protocol when submitted to the Board of Nursing

is listed in Board of Nursing regulation 18VAC90-20-410,

which may be accessed at www.dhp.virginia.gov/nursing/leg/

Nursing3-21-07.doc#_Toc107724270. Please remember that if

you intend to administer an adult vaccination program pursuant

to a protocol, Board approval must first be obtained.

As with the administration of any drug, an understanding of

possible adverse reactions is paramount and adequate precautions

should be taken. For information on proper administering

technique and suggested precautions when administering vaccines,

please consult your professional organization or other

programs that may offer additional training on this subject.
