Virginia Board of Social Work

Important Information Regarding Changes to Supervision Requirements

Effective November 26, 2008, the following changes in examination and supervision requirements for social work licensure shall become effective:
1.  All NEW registrations of supervision must be submitted by applicants to the Board of Social Work before applicants are permitted  to begin supervision towards licensure REGARDLESS of the setting. (Previously, supervision in an EXEMPT setting did not have to be registered with the Board.)
2.   For LCSW applicants, the supervisor must hold an active, unrestricted license as a LCSW in the jurisdiction in which the clinical services are being rendered and have at least 3 years of post licensure clinical social work experience. (Previously, the supervisor was required to hold an LCSW license and have no less than 5 years post-MSW clinical experience.)

3.  For bachelors education (BSW) candidates for LSW, the supervisor must hold an active unrestricted license as an LSW with a master’s degree, or an LSW with a bachelor’s degree and at least 3 years of post licensure social work experience, or an LCSW in the jurisdiction in which the social work services are being rendered.  (Previously, only an LSW with a master’s degree or an LCSW could serve as a supervisor for BSW candidates.)

4.  For persons who have not served as supervisors for LCSW candidates prior to November 26, 2008, the supervisor will be required to have completed a three credit hour graduate course in Supervision, or, receive at least 14 hours of continuing education in Supervision by a board approved provider.  See regulation 18VAC140-20-105 for the complete list of board approved providers of continuing education.  (Previously, no supervision coursework was required.)
5.  If a supervisor is currently supervising an applicant for licensure, the supervisor may continue with this trainee.  Persons who have provided supervision prior to November 26, 2008 have until November 26, 2012 to complete the coursework or continuing education requirement to continue providing supervision. 
6.  Face-to-Face Supervision will mean the physical presence of the individuals involved in the supervisory relationship during either individual or group supervision.  No more than 50 of the 100 hours of face-to-face supervision may be obtained in group supervision, nor may there be more than 6 persons being supervised in a group unless approved in advance by the Board.  (Previously only individual face-to-face supervision was allowed.)

7.  Bachelors education (BSW) applicants are now permitted to take the Basic level examination for Licensed Social Worker (LSW) designation prior to completion of the 3,000 hours of post-bachelor’s experience.  (Previously, the applicant could not take the examination until the supervision was completed.)

