
BOARD OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS 

REVIEW OF DENTAL HYGIENIST SCOPE OF PRACTICE REGULATIONS 
PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 

 

DR. MICHAEL LINK 
Representing:  The Virginia Dental Association 

Options Supported:   

Options Opposed: 

Notes:  Dr. Link stated that the committee had exceeded its scope by including access issues.  
Suggested that the Board collect complaint data going back 20 years.  Suggested that other 
providers, such as a proposed Community Dental Health Coordinator, should also be examined. Mr. 
Link provided statements that suggest VDA believes independent practice for dental hygienists 
(option 2) would be ineffective, costly and exacerbate workforce issues. 

 

BRUCE WYMAN 
Periodontist 
Assistant Clinical Professor at the University of Maryland in Baltimore 
Member of the Board of Dentistry (Not speaking as a member). 
 

Options Supported:   

Options Opposed: 

Notes:  Mr. Wyman states Options 1 & 2 “are okay”, Option 4 is impractical, that a combination of 
Option 3, 5 and 6 “could work”.  He believes dental hygienists in a remote location need five years 
experience.  He notes exceptions to the scope could create confusion.  He thinks that dental hygiene 
patients should see a dentist within nine months. 

MICHELLE MCGREGOR 
Representing:  VCU Dental Hygiene Program (Program Director) 
Ms. McGregor is also the president of the Virginia Dental Hygienists Association  
 

Options Supported:  Option 3 & 4 

Options Opposed:  



Notes:  Notes that the Board “will have to do option six if [the Board does] option three or four”.  
Asks to include all of the stakeholders.  Urges the Board consider educalt requirements for dental 
hygienists in a remote capacity. 

JOYCE FLORES 
Representing:  Virginia Dental Hygienists Association 
Ms. Flores is also an educator from Old Dominion University 
 
Options Supported:   

Options Opposed: 

Notes:  Ms. Flores read a position statement from the Virginia Dental Hygienists Association, which 
was also provided as written comment.  Details on this statement are available in the written 
comment summary for organizations. 
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