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THE REGULATIONS GOVERNING DENTAL PRACTICE ARE 
BEING REORGANIZED INTO FOUR CHAPTERS  
On February 7, 2014, the Board’s Regulatory/Legislative Committee 
addressed the two public comments received on the four proposed 
chapters; then reviewed and edited the chapters.  Motions to 
recommend adoptions by the Board were passed.  The four chapters 
being finalized are: 

• 18VAC60-15 Regulations Governing the Disciplinary Process in 
Dentistry 

• 18VAC60-21 Regulations Governing the Practice of Dentistry 
• 18VAC60-25 Regulations Governing the Practice of Dental 

Hygienists 
• 18VAC60-30 Regulations Governing the Practice of Dental 

Assistants II. 
These regulations are available for review at 
http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry/leg/Proposed_reorganization.doc. 
Changes that will apply to dentists when these regulations go into 
effect include but are not limited to: 

• New sections on scope of practice and general responsibilities 
to patients 

• Requiring  that patient records be maintained for not less than 
six (6) years from the last date of service 

• Requiring consent for treatment. 
Changes that will apply to dental hygienists when these regulations go 
into effect include but are not limited to: 

• Topical oral anesthetics may be applied when practicing under 
general supervision 

• Athermal lasers may be used in scaling, root planing and/or 
gingival curettage under indirect or general supervision. 

The Board plans to  adopt these chapters as final regulations at its 
March 7, 2014 meeting; then submit them for approval from the 
Governor for publication in the Virginia Register of Regulations.   
Review the minutes and agenda materials addressing the regulations 
at http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry/dentistry_calendar.htm.   
 
DISCIPLINARY CASE ACTIVITY 
The Board continues to investigate a steady flow of complaints and 
reports on its licensees.  In 2013, 445 complaints and reports were 
received.  The vast majority of complaints address the diagnosis given 
and/or the treatment provided to a patient.   The number of cases  
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closed in 2013 with violations found was 153.   Six of these cases were so egregious that they resulted 
in summary suspension of the license and the right to practice.  The notices and orders issued to 
licensees who have been disciplined by the Board are available for review online at  
http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/enforcement/cdecision/default.asp.  
 
STATUS OF REGULATIONS FOR ADMINISTERING CONSCIOUS/MODERATE SEDATION , DEEP 
SEDATION, AND GENERAL ANESTHESIA 
Emergency Regulations requiring dentists to meet education and equipment requirements, and to hold a 
permit to administer conscious/moderate sedation, deep sedation, or general anesthesia have been in 
effect since September 14, 2012, and will expire on March 15, 2014.   The Board is in the process of 
replacing the Emergency Regulations with Final Regulations by March 15, 2014. 
 
On December 5, 2013, the Board addressed the public comment received on the proposed Final 
Regulations; then on January 10, 2014, adopted them.  These regulations are pending approval from 
the Governor for publication in the Virginia Register of Regulations.  The Final Regulations will go into 
effect 30 days after publication.  Review the minutes and agenda materials addressing the regulations 
at http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry/dentistry_calendar.htm.   
 
 
ELECTRONIC RENEWAL NOTICES 
All dentists, dental hygienists and dental assistants II licensed in Virginia are required to renew their 
license to practice by March 31st of each year.  E-mail notices are being sent in early February.   If you 
have not kept your e-mail address current and/or have not renewed your license by March 1st, a paper 
renewal will be mailed to you at your address of record.  Licensees who have not provided an e-mail 
address have been sent the standard paper notice via the US Postal Service to the address of record on 
file with the Board.  Act now to verify that the Board has your current e-mail address and your current 
address of record.  If you have already established your username and password on the Department 
of Health Professions’ Online Licensing site you can click here to continue to the Login page to update 
your information with the Board.  Otherwise, you might send your current information by e-mail to 
denbd@dhp.virginia.gov .  For assistance with online transactions, please contact the Department of 
Health Professions’ Practitioner Information Call Center at (804) 367-4444. 

 
DENTISTRY  WORKFORCE  DATA  REPORTS 
Recent survey findings about Virginia’s dentist and dental hygienist workforces are now available at 
http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/hwdc/default.htm.   The Healthcare Workforce Data Center (HWDC) collected 
its recent findings by surveying dentists and dental hygienists who completed their 2013 renewals online.    
 
VIRGINIA HEALTHCARE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
The purpose of the VHWDA is to facilitate the development of a statewide health professions pipeline 
that identifies, educates, recruits and retains a diverse, geographically distributed, and culturally 
competent quality workforce for all Virginians.   Visit http://www.vhwda.org/ to learn more about this 
authority.  

_____________________________ 

• Visit www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry to find meeting information, minutes and regulations.  
 

• E-mail denbd@dhp.virginia.gov with questions or to get on the mailing list for Board activities. 
 

• Register with the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall at www.townhall.virginia.gov to receive e-mail 
notices on the status of the Board’s regulatory activities. 
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