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	INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the first edition of BRIEFS. This edition recaps the major work of the Board in 2009.  Future editions will introduce the licensing, regulatory and policy matters the Board is addressing.   BRIEFS lives up to its name by briefly describing topics affecting practice then giving directions or links to source documents such as agenda materials, minutes, guidance documents, proposals, laws and regulations where more detailed information is available.  State or federal information and programs related to dentistry may also be highlighted.  The Board’s goal is to issue BRIEFS about once every six months.  You must give us your e-mail address to receive future editions.  You might use your renewal log-on to enter your e-mail address directly online or send it to denbd@dhp.virginia.gov.  BRIEFS is posted online in “Periodic news” at www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry. 

DENTAL ASSISTANTS II

Regulations for the registration and practice of DAsII are nearing implementation.  These regulations will permit nationally certified dental assistants to enter the training needed to qualify for registration and to perform the reversible intraoral procedures specified in the regulations.  The following minutes of the Regulatory/Legislative Committee chronicle the development of these regulations: September 10, 2008, October 29, 2008, December 3, 2008, February 25, 2009, April 22, 2009, and August 21, 2009.  Visit www.dhp.virginia.gov to view the proposed regulations and the minutes.  For the proposed regulations select “Laws and Regulations Governing Dentistry” then “Proposed Regulations for Dental Assistants II.”  For the minutes select “Meetings and Minutes” then scroll through the list to the dates noted above.

MOBILE CLINICS AND PORTABLE OPERATIONS

Emergency regulations requiring mobile practices to register with and report to the Board were adopted to become effective on January 8, 2010.  Applicants are required to certify their compliance with health and safety standards and to report where they will practice as well as the names of the dentists and dental hygienists they employ.   The Regulatory/Legislative Committee developed these regulations at its April 22, 2009 meeting.   Go to www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry and select “Laws and Regulations Governing Dentistry” to review the regulations or “Meetings and Minutes” to review the minutes.




ADMINISTERING CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES

Guidance Document 60-13 was adopted on September 11, 2009 to address questions raised by disciplinary cases and by licensees and their representatives.  The document explains who can administer controlled substances in a dental practice from local anesthesia to deep sedation and general anesthesia.  It also explains some of the key terminology used in various statutes and regulations on this subject. You might review Guidance Document 60-13 online by visiting www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry then selecting “guidance documents.”

RECOVERY OF DISCIPLINARY COSTS

Proposed regulations to recover administrative costs associated with investigating and monitoring licensees were adopted by the Board on December 12, 2009 for submission for administrative review.  Following administrative review the proposal will be released for public comment before final action is taken.  You might follow the actions taken on these regulations by e-mailing a request to the Board at denbd@dhp.virginia.gov to be added to the e-mail public participation distribution list or by registering with the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall at www.townhall.virginia.gov for e-mail notices.  The proposed language was developed by the Regulatory/Legislative Committee on November 20, 2009.  Visit www.dhp.virginia.gov to view the agenda materials and minutes.  
PERIODIC REVIEW OF DENTISTRY’S REGULATIONS
The Regulatory Legislative Committee has conducted an internal review of the Board’s regulations to identify sections of the regulations that should be updated for consistency with nationally accepted standards or should be developed to address recurring questions and disciplinary issues.  The overall structure of the regulations was also reviewed, resulting in a recommendation that the requirements for dentists, dental hygienists and dental assistants be addressed in three separate chapters.  The Board will release a Notice of Intended Regulatory Action (NOIRA) to begin the promulgation process. You might follow the review proposals and actions by e-mailing a request to the Board at denbd@dhp.virginia.gov to be added to the e-mail public participation distribution list or by registering with the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall at www.townhall.virginia.gov for e-mail notices.  
STANDARDS FOR PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

Guidance document 60-15 was adopted on December 4, 2009 to assist licensees in adhering to standards that safeguard patients, uphold the laws and regulations governing practice and maintain the public trust.   Guidance Document 60-15 is available online at  www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry by selecting “guidance documents.”

DISCIPLINARY CASE DECISIONS
The Department of Health Professions posts information at www.dhp.virginia.gov about licensed health professionals who have been found in violation of the statutes and regulations governing practice.   By selecting “Case Decisions” then “Dentistry” you might review the decisions issued to dentists and dental hygienists in the last 90 days and review the notices and orders that were issued by the Board.  On that page you might also select “Search Case Decisions by Date” to pull up more extensive listings for review. 
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