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Medical Examiner Stats

Northern Western Central Tidewater Total

2003 108 223 106 101 538

2004 83 202 141 118 544

2005 119 216 94 101 530

2006 125 264 139 132 660

2007 168 205 177 167 717

2008 165 245 200 124 734

*2009 159 229 182 133 703

Total 927 1584 1039 876 4426

*These are preliminary numbers. Not all 2009 cases have been closed so numbers are subject to change.
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Drug Deaths in Virginia
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Towards a Solution

Three-pronged approach
Education
Treatment

Enforcement
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Prescribing Violations

2006 17

2007 26

2008 33
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Guidance from the DEA

It is required that each time a prescription is written,
the physician properly determine that there is a
legitimate medical purpose for the patient to get the
medicine. Physicians are to utilize “the utmost care”
In determining whether a particular patient needs to
be seen each time a prescription Is issued or
whether seeing the individual at less frequent
Intervals is consistent with sound medical practice.
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Responsible Opioid Prescribing

Information about the Responsible Opioid
Prescribing CME activity is available at:

http://www.aspi.wisc.edu/rop.html
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