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Q:  How can the PMP help a prescriber in his daily practice of medicine?

A:  A prescriber may request, with the consent of the patient, information on any patient he is treating or considering to treat.  He will receive their prescription history for the time period requested for all Schedule II, III, and IV controlled substances the patient has had dispensed to them.  If no prescriptions are found a no-data found report will be generated.

Q  Can the report be kept as part of the medical chart of the patient?

A:  A prescriber may make a request for information from the program for the purpose of establishing a treatment history for a patient or prospective patient.  The report may be placed in the patient’s chart with an annotation that it is not to be further distributed for any other purpose.  The report is a part of the record showing how the prescriber made his treatment decisions and are the property of the health care entity maintaining them.
Q:  What, if any, information may be shared with a pharmacist?  If the report contents may not be shared, may the prescriber suggest that the pharmacist obtain a report from the program prior to filling another prescription for a particular patient?

A:  The actual contents of the report may not be further disseminated.  However, review of a PMP report may prompt a prescriber to call a pharmacy to invalidate refills on an existing  prescription he has written or to place conditions, such as notification of all refill requests or a required pain management contract, on filling prescriptions for that patient provided he does not disclose the PMP report as  the basis for call.
Q:  What, if any, information may be shared with another prescriber?  If the report contents may not be shared, may the prescriber suggest to another prescriber that prior to writing another prescription for a particular patient that he may want to request a report from the program?

A:  Yes, but the report information may not be redisclosed by the prescriber.
Q:  What, if any, information may be shared with a patient?  May the prescriber warn the patient that it appears that he is engaging in “doctor shopping” which is a felony offense?

A:  The prescriber may not disclose information in the PMP report.  The prescriber may use information gleaned from the report when discussing treatment options and plans with a patient without disclosing the actual contents.  However, the prescriber may inform a patient of his ability to request his own prescription history from the program.
Q:  Is there a duty to report suspected unlawful behavior to law enforcement?

A:  There is no requirement in Virginia law or regulation that requires a prescriber to report suspected criminal behavior based on information deduced from a PMP report.   If a prescriber chooses to report suspected unlawful behavior, he may not use the PMP report as the basis for such a report, and may not disclose the actual report contents.  DHP enforcement personnel and agents of the State Police Drug Diversion Unit may open an investigation based on the complaint and then request their own report from the program.
