
 
 
 
 

Minutes 
Health Practitioners’ Monitoring Program 

Monitoring Program Committee  
 July 18, 2014 

 
Call to Order: A meeting of the HPMP Monitoring Program Committee 

was called to order at 9:05 am at the Department of Health 
Professions office, Perimeter Center, 2nd Floor Conference 
Center 

  
Presiding: Patricia Bernal, Committee Chair 
 
Members Present: Patricia Bernal 
 Christopher Lander 
 Bruce Overton 
 David Boehm 
 Catherine Hancock 
 Jaime Hoyle 
  
Others Present: Joel Silverman, M.D. 

Sherman Master, M.D., Medical Director, VAHPMP 
                                                Janet Knisely, Ph.D., VAHPMP 
                                                Peggy Wood, Program Manager, DHP 
 
Review of Additional  
Material: The Committee members reviewed additional material 

related to participants to be discussed during the meeting. 
 
Introductions: Jaime Hoyle, the new Deputy Director of the Deparment 

was introduced to the group 
  
Disposition of Minutes:          The May 16, 2014 minutes were approved.  
 
New Business: The Committee certified: stays of disciplinary action for 

4683, 4749, and 4778.  Vacated Stays previously granted 
for 3869, 4110, and 4243.  Accepted the resignations 
submitted by 4504, and 4862. The certifications were 
approved by a motion from Dr. Overton and seconded by 
Dr. Lander and carried unanimously.   
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Report from VCU:              Dr. Silverman reported that those in the program continue 

to struggle with the ability to afford treatment.  There were 
5-6 cases referred to the program with no impairing 
disorder over the last period.  Dr. Silverman wants to make 
presentations to the Boards to ask questions and provide 
clarification to them about the program. The Boards will be 
informed that outreach will continue from the program 
regarding services available in all areas of VA.   

  
 Dr. Silverman outlined his belief that computer based 

monitoring may be a mechanism to reduce costs of 
treatment in the future.  The committee inquired as to if he 
knew of programs using this approach. He was not aware of 
any.   He related that a program is being considered to 
provide telemedicine access to psychiatric services for 
juveniles.  The Board of Medicine currently has a panel 
looking at telemedicine.   

 
 The Committee inquired about the fund established and 

held by the MCV Foundation intended to be used for 
scholarships to assist participants with treatment costs. Dr. 
Silverman requested possible donors be provided by the 
Committee.  He also explained that he was not wanting to 
go to participants for donations but would agree to consider 
contacting graduates of HPMP.  The Committee wondered 
if it would be possible to have a check off added at renewal 
time for licensees to voluntarily donate a $1 or $2 amount 
similar to the election fund. 

 
 Ideas to generate funds need to be discussed and the 

Committee talked about a planning meeting for this 
purpose in addition to the regularly scheduled meetings. 

  
 Dr. Silverman related that Tramadol is going to be added to 

the PMP reporting in October. 
 
Closed Session: The Committee voted to enter into closed session at 10:24.  

The Committee returned to Open Session at 10:56. 
 

Open Meeting : Action on Matters from Closed Meeting 
 Dr. Overton moved that the Committee certify that only 

public business matters lawfully exempted from open 
meeting requirements and only such public business 
matters as were identified in the motion for closed meeting 
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were heard, discussed or considered during the closed 
meeting just concluded. The motion was seconded by Ms. 
Hancock and carried unanimously. 

 
Dr. Lander moved to dismiss the following cases:  4074, 
4106, 4379, 4394, 4439, 4759, 4781, 4802, 4804, 4810, 
4824,4553, 4735, 4828 and 4825.  Participants 4675 and 
4840 were dismissed as no longer eligible to participate.  
The motion was seconded by Hancock  and carried 
unanimously.   

 
Dr. Lander moved to successfully complete cases:  3867, 
3794, 3802, 3804, 3809, 3814, 3824, 3828, 3835, 3849, and 
4270. Motion was seconded by Dr. Overton and passed 
unanimously. 

  
 Patricia Bernal moved to add language to the dismissal of 

3832 indicating the individual would not benefit from 
continued monitoring and is also not considered safe to 
return to practice.  The motion was seconded by Dr. 
Overton  

  
Other Business: Discussion of the scholarship fund and materials needed to 

assist with outreach efforts.will be on the agenda for the 
next meeting. 

                                                                                       
Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for September 19, 2014. 
 
 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m. Motion made by Dr. 

Overton and seconded by Boehm, approved unanimously 
by the Committee. 

 
 
 
       __________________________ 
        Peggy Wood 
     Recorder 
 
Approved: __________________ 
 


