Minutes
Health Practitioners’ Monitoring Program
Monitoring Program Committee
December 15, 2014

Call to Order: A meeting of the HPMP Monitoring Program Committee
was called to order at 9:12 am at the Department of Health
Professions office, Perimeter Center, 2™ Floor
This meeting held after the November, 2014 meeting was
cancelled because a quorum was not able to attend. The
agenda reflects items from the November meeting.

Presiding: Patricia Bernal, Committee Chair
Members Present: Trish Bernal

Catherine Hancock

Chip Williams

John Beckner

The new committee member, Chip Williams, M.D., was
introduced and welcomed by the group.

Others Present: Sherman Master, M.D., Medical Director VCU-HPMP
Janet Knisely, Ph.D., VCU-HPMP
Peggy Wood, Program Manager, DHP

Disposition of Minutes: The September 2014 minutes were approved. Motion from
Hancock, seconded by Beckner.

New Business: The Committee certified: stay of disciplinary action for
4894. Vacated Stays for 4600,4544, 4786, 4625 and 4714.
Accepted resignations from 4734 and 4878. The
certifications were approved by a motion from Hancock
seconded by Beckner and carried unanimously.

Report from VCU: Dr. Master reported on plans to provide information to
various groups around the state about the HPMP. He
anticipates attending annual meetings of stake holder
groups. Suggestions from the Committee were given to
attend the VNA Education Day program, the VA
Organization of Nurse Executives and Leaders. Members
offered to provide contact information to Dr. Master.



Closed Meeting:

Open Meeting:

At the upcoming Board of Nursing meeting in January Dr.
Master and Dr. Knisely are on the agenda.

Dr. Master remarked on the treatment crisis and how much
time is spent trying to find places for participants to go.
Some programs such as HPMP have established regional
providers. It was suggested that the need for quality
assessments and treatment be presented via the Behavioral
Health Board’s newsletters.

The Committee went into closed session at 9:53 a.m.
Motion by Hancock, seconded by Williams and approved
unanimously.

Action on Matters from Closed Meeting

The Committee came out of closed session at 10:50, Ms.
Hancock moved that the Committee certify that only public
business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting
requirements and only such public business matters as were
identified in the motion for closed meeting were heard,
discussed or considered during the closed meeting just
concluded. The motion was seconded by Beckner and
carried unanimously.

Case 4888 was discussed in closed meeting and the
dismissal of this participant will be reported to the
respective licensing Board.

The dismissal of case 4821 will be pulled.

A letter requesting early dismissal from participant 4268
was discussed by the Committee. The Committee voted in
closed session to deny the request.

Dismissal of the following cases: 4886, 4909, 4347, 4597,
4603, 4728, 4821, 4837, and 4888. Cases 4849, 4896, and
4913 were dismissed due to ineligibility.

Successful completion cases:3852, 3864, 3876, 3891, 3895,
3907, 3908, 3910, 3914, 3915, 3926, 3928, 3937, 4350, and
4458.

The motion to approve the actions from the Closed Meeting
was made by Hancock, seconded by Williams and
unanimously approved by the Committee.



Other Business:

Next Meeting:

Adjournment:

Approved:

DHP Director, Dr. Brown, spoke to the group about several
initiatives underway regarding the agency and the HPMP.
Improvements to the DHP website are under development.
His goal is to convey what we do and to add an outreach
component. Already HPMP minutes and annual reports
have been added to the webpage. Additionally an outside
audit of the program will be conducted by the Citizens
Advocacy Center. This audit is scheduled to be concluded
prior to July 1, 2015. There may be an executive summary
that will be available to Boards and other interested party.
Dissemination of the audit results has yet to be determined.
Links to Association websites from DHP may be
considered.

Complaint reporting requirements were discussed and it
was learned that 17% agency wide come from employers.

Dr. Brown also mentioned involvement with the
Governor’s Task Force on Prescription Drug Abuse and
Heroin use in VA. Members of the Committee expressed
interest in being kept advised of the task force activities and
an opportunity to participate where appropriate.

The next meeting is scheduled for January 23, 2015.

The meeting adjourned at noon.

Peggy Wood
Recorder
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