
 
 
 
 

Minutes 
Health Practitioners’ Monitoring Program 

Monitoring Program Committee  
 September 18, 2015 

 
Call to Order: A meeting of the HPMP Monitoring Program Committee 

was called to order at 9:09 am at the Department of Health 
Professions office, Perimeter Center, 2nd Floor Conference 
Center 

  
Presiding: Patricia Bernal, MS,RN, Committee Chair 
 
Members Present: Trish Bernal, MS,RN 
 Randy Ferrance, D.C., M.D. 
 Chip Williams, M.D. 
 John Beckner, R.Ph.  
 
Others Present: Sherman Master, M.D., Medical Director, VAHPMP 

Janet Knisely, Ph.D., VAHPMP 
                                                Peggy Wood, Program Manager, DHP 
 
Introductions: Dr. Ferrance is a newly appointed member of the 

committee.  The members introduced themselves and gave 
brief summaries of their professional backgrounds. 

 
Review of Additional  
Material: The Committee members had received the additional 

material electronically.  
  
Disposition of Minutes:          The July 17, 2015 minutes were approved. The minutes 

were approved.  Williams suggested the addition of the 
professional titles of the committee be added.  Wood 
agreed to add to the July minutes and all minutes going 
forward.  

  
New Business: The Committee certified: resignations accepted from 4788 

and 5039.  Vacated Stay previously granted for 4485.  The 
certifications were approved by a motion from Williams 
seconded by Beckner and carried unanimously. 

 
 The meeting schedule for 2016 submitted to the committee 

was approved and will be posted on the HPMP webpage. 
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Closed Session:   The Committee voted to enter into closed session at 

9:22a.m.  Motion from Williams, seconded by Beckner.   
 
Report from VCU: Dr. Master provided the Committee with information about 

issues related to the use of “suboxone” for recovering 
addicts.  The policy at VCU is not to let someone on 
suboxone return to work while on this drug.  In a few cases 
it might be appropriate, however that is only after receipt of 
information from a participant’s physician indicating it is 
ok for the individual to return to work.  It is preferred that 
tapering occur with the eventual elimination of the use of 
suboxone.  He explained that some physicians continue 
prescribing suboxone for ongoing pain management. Dr. 
Master expects this to be a point of discussion in the future.  
He asked the MPC for an opinion on the VCU policy.  The 
Committee members requested more information as to the 
effect on the ability to practice and whether the use of 
suboxone for pain management was an “off label” use. 

 
Closed Session : The committee returned to closed session again at 9:57.  

Motion from Beckner, seconded by Ferrance. 
 
Open Session: Beckner moved that the Committee certify that only public 

business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements and only such public business matters as were 
identified in the motion for closed meeting were heard, 
discussed or considered during the closed meeting just 
concluded. The motion was seconded Williams and carried 
unanimously.  Open session resumed at 11:13 am. 

 
 A motion was made to have Wood develop language for the 

completion letter to be mailed to 4104.  The participant has 
completed the terms of his contract however the committee 
wants to make him aware of their concerns about him 
practicing in an unsupervised practice setting.  The 
language will be emailed to the Committee for their review 
and approval.   

 
Ms. Bernal moved to dismiss the following participants:  
4793, 4874, 4883, 4988,4998, 5021, 5052, 5067, 4958, and 
5084.  Moved to successfully complete cases:  4075, 4087, 
4093, 4095, 4098, 4104, 4109, 4110, 4112, 4117, 4118, 
4123, 4124, 4296, 4307, and 4509. Motion was seconded 
by Ferrance and passed unanimously. 
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Report from DHP: Wood informed the group about an upcoming training 

opportunity at DHP.  Each year new board members are 
invited for a day of training which gives an overview of the 
operation of the agency.  She indicated that any committee 
members who would like to attend would be welcome.  She 
will send more information.   

 
   
Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for November 20, 2015. 
 
 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 11:23 a.m. 
 
 
 
       __________________________ 
        Peggy Wood 
     Recorder 
 
Approved: __________________ 
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