INFORMATION ON AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER
SB 1045 was passed by the 2015 Legislature and signed by the Governor.  It requires the Board of Medicine to provide information on its website as follows:

§ 1. That the Board of Medicine shall post information about autism spectrum disorder developed by the Board together with the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services and other stakeholders, including information about diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder in adults and children, the role of health care providers in identifying and diagnosing autism spectrum disorder in adults and children, services available to adults and children with autism spectrum disorder in the Commonwealth, processes and procedures for linking adults and children with autism spectrum disorder with state and local services for individuals with autism, and other sources of information on topics related to the identification, diagnosis, and treatment of autism spectrum disorder in adults and children on a website maintained by the Board, and shall notify licensees regarding the availability of such information.

Consistent with the law, an Ad Hoc Committee to implement SB1045 was formed with the help of the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services and included representatives from that agency, the Virginia Department of Health, the Department of Aging and Rehabilitation Services, the Virginia Board for People with Disabilities, Virginia Commonwealth University and behavioral analysts from the community.  On May 21, 2015, the Committee vetted over 40 websites for their reliability, richness of information, and utility for the public and practitioners alike.
It is recommended that the following be posted on the Board’s website:

www.vcuautismcenter.org
Virginia Commonwealth University Autism Center for Excellence (VCU-ACE) is the state’s university-based autism training and technical assistance center. The website contains an array of online training opportunities from credit and non-credit courses to one time 5 to 45 minute topical lectures. The VCU-ACE website has information specific to the diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in adults and children, the role of health care providers in identifying and diagnosing ASD, services available to adults and children, and other sources of information related to research and evidence based practices for children and adults. 

www.infant.va.org
The Infant and Toddler Connection, Virginia’s Early Intervention program (Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) serves infants and toddlers up to 3 years old who are not developing as expected or who have a medical condition that can delay normal development.  Children with ASD may qualify for Early Intervention services.  On the website, under the section for providers, there is a resource document, Supporting Young Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders and Their Families.  The website also has information about contacting the Infant & Toddler Connection, as well as services available, and family involvement.   
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/index.html
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention maintains a robust disability-specific website to share information about ASD, a developmental disability that impacts children’s communication, social interaction, and behavior.  Visitors to this site can access general information about ASD, including signs and symptoms; procedures for screening and diagnosis; and treatment options.  The site also includes information about data/ incidence rates of ASD, scientific articles, and links to key research findings.  Finally, users can also access information about free materials and resources that have been developed by the CDC to support the early identification, diagnosis, and intervention for young children with ASD and support for their families.    
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s “Learn the Signs. Act Early” program aims to improve early identification of children with autism and other developmental disabilities so children and families can get the services and support they need as early as possible. This site includes information about the diagnosis of ASD and resources for health care providers in the identification and diagnosis of ASD in children.  The Autism Case Training, a free, on-line training module to help health practitioners identify autism, is also accessed on this site.  In addition, formation and free resources about child development have been developed for families, caregivers, and health professionals.  
http://www.dbhds.virginia.gov
The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, Virginia’s public mental health, developmental disability and substance-use disorder services system, provides leadership and service to improve Virginia’s system of quality treatment, habilitation and prevention services for individuals and their families whose lives are affected by behavioral health disorders or developmental disabilities.  DBHDS seeks to promote dignity, choice, recovery and the highest possible level of participation in work, relationships and all aspects of community life for these individuals.  On the website you can find resources regarding Crisis Services, Medicaid waivers, Individual and Family Supports, and Community Support Services (Housing, Employment, Community Integration. 
http://www.drs.virginia.gov/default.htm
The Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services (DARS) in collaboration with community partners, provides and advocates for resources and services to improve the employment, quality of life, security, and independence of older Virginians, Virginians with disabilities, and their families. The DARS website provides information on paths to employment and services offered to people with disabilities, including employment services community based services (brain injury services coordination and community rehabilitation case management, independent living, and personal assistance services, assistive technology devices and equipment, and disability determination.
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/special_ed/disabilities/autism/
The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) assists the Virginia Board of Education in carrying out its mission to increase student learning and academic achievement.  The VDOE designates a section of its website to provide information on the educational diagnosis of autism, information on educational services available to students with autism, and other sources of information including transition to adulthood.  Additionally, the site provides links to training and technical assistance.
DMAS Main Website - http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/default.aspx 

DMAS Behavioral Health Link - http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/obh-home.aspx 

DMAS Waiver Link - http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/ltc-home.aspx
The DMAS website provides information on Virginia's Department of Medical Assistance Services. This information includes processes and procedures for linking adults, children and families to funding resources including the ID (Intellectual Disability) Waiver, DD (Developmental Disability) Waiver, EDCD (Elderly Disabled with Consumer Direction) Waiver in addition to information on the regulations overseeing these services and information on the Virginia Medicaid program. 
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