CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
Minutes

February 23, 2006
The Credentials Committee met on Thursday, February 23, 2006 at 1:45 p.m. at the Department of Health Professions, 6603 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia.  

MEMBERS PRESENT:
           Jane Piness, MD
                                                      Gen. Clara Adams-Ender, RN, MSN

                                                      Juan Montero, MD

                                                       Robert Mosby, Jr., MD

MEMBERS ABSENT:

Brent Lambert, MD
                                                      Karen Ransone, MD

                                                      Ann Burks, JD

STAFF PRESENT:


Ola Powers, Deputy Executive Director of Licensing






Jack Kotvas, JD
                                                      Leigh Kiczales

                                                      Karen Perrine, Deputy Executive Director of Discipline

                                                      Colanthia Morton, Operations Manager

CALL TO ORDER

Dr. Piness called the meeting to order.

ROLL CALL

Roll was called.  A quorum was present.



ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Gen. Adams-Ender moved to adopt the agenda, with the addition of the procedure to follow for reinstatement of a physician assistant license and practice without a license for a period of time.  The motion was seconded and carried.
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS
There was no public comment.

INFORMAL CONFERENCES

Michael R. Ellwood, PA
Michael Ellwood, PA, appeared before the Committee to respond to its inquiry regarding the possible refusal to issue a license to practice as a physician assistant pursuant to Virginia Code Sections 54.1-2915.A(1), (5) and (10).  Upon conclusion of the hearing, Dr. Piness entertained motions.  Dr. Mosby moved to convene a closed meeting pursuant to section 2.2-3711A(28) of the Code of Virginia, for the purpose of deliberation to reach a decision in the matter of Mr. Ellwood.  Additionally, he moved that, Jack Kotvas, Ola Powers, Leigh Kiczales, Karen Perrine and Colanthia Morton attend the closed meeting because their presence would aid the Committee in its deliberations.  The motion was seconded and carried.  Upon motion made, seconded and carried, the Committee returned to open session following the procedure for certification of an executive meeting pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-3712.
Dr. Mosby moved to deny Mr. Ellwood’s application for a license based on the findings that he was in violation of Virginia Code Sections 54.1-2915.A(1), (5) and (10).  The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.

Sadia A. Khan, MD
Dr. Sadia Khan, MD appeared before the Committee to respond to its inquiry regarding the possible refusal to issue a license to practice medicine pursuant to Virginia Code Section 54.1-2932 and 18 VAC 85-20-140.E(2) of the Regulations Governing the Board of Medicine.  Upon conclusion of the hearing, Dr. Piness entertained motions.  Dr. Mosby moved to convene a closed meeting pursuant to section 2.2-3711A(28) of the Code of Virginia, for the purpose of deliberation to reach a decision in the matter of Dr. Khan.  Additionally, he moved that, Jack Kotvas, Esq., Ola Powers, Leigh Kiczales, Karen Perrine and Colanthia Morton attend the closed meeting because their presence would aid the Committee in its deliberations.  The motion was seconded and carried.  Upon motion made, seconded and carried, the Committee returned to open session following the procedure for certification of an executive meeting pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-37.12.
Dr. Mosby moved to grant Dr. Khan and full and unrestricted license to practice medicine.  The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Seven-year rule on passage of USMLE 1, 2 and 3.
The Committee discussed the requirement of regulations 18VAC85-20-140 to pass Steps 1, 2 and 3 of the USMLE within a seven-year period except for good cause shown.  Gen. Adams-Ender moved to recommend a NOIRA to determine the need for an amendment.  The motion was seconded and carried.
Policy on withdrawal of applications when adverse determination appears likely
Ms. Powers suggested that the Committee may wish to continue this item in that it is under consideration by board counsel.  Dr. Mosby moved to continue.  The motion was seconded and carried.
Medical student rotations for international medical graduates
The Committee discussed the requirement of regulation section 18VAC85-20-122, supervised clinical training for graduates and former students of institutions not approved by an accrediting agency recognized by the board.  Dr. Mosby moved to recommend a NOIRA  to determine the need for an amendment.  The motion was seconded and carried.
Report on the Federation of State Medical Boards’ Credentialing Verification Service (FCVS)

Ms. Powers and Dr. Piness shared the experience of their visit to the Federation of State Medical Boards to learn about the FCVS.  They expressed their approval of the process and recommended to the Committee that it accept FCVS reports as direct source verification of credentials for licensing purposes.  Dr. Mosby moved to recommend they accept the FCVS reports as direct source verification.  The motion was seconded and carried. 
Physician Assistant Reinstatement Application
Ms. Powers presented a scenario regarding a physician assistant reinstatement who allowed his license to lapse, but continued to practice in Virginia for approximately two years.  She asked for suggestions.  The Committee recommended offering the applicant a Consent Order to reflect language to address unlawful practice with knowledge that a license was required, impose a penalty equal to the missed renewal fees, plus late fees, and provide information that her case could be referred to the Commonwealth Attorney’s office for prosecution.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS

None
ADJOURNMENT
__________________________


__________________________

Jane Piness, MD, Chair
  
 

William L. Harp, M.D.







           Executive Director

__________________________

Ola Powers,

Deputy Executive Director, Licensing
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