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I. PRACTITIONER INFORMATION PROJECT

As you know, law was enacted in July 1998 requiring all MD's and DO's to report "certain data" to the Board and required the Board to "make available" the data to all that inquired about a specific practitioner.  In 1999, DPM's also became subject to this statutory requirement.  A vendor has been selected to help the Board with the collection of the required data and its presentation to the public.  Virginia Health Information (VHI), a health data organization created by statute and working by contract with the Virginia Department of Health, is that vendor.  VHI has the requisite experience with data collection, website development and security necessary to this project. 

A pre-test group of one hundred thirty-one select practitioners comprised of Board licensed MD’s, DO’s, and DPM’s were recently identified to participate in the completion of the Practitioner Questionnaire.  At the conclusion of the pre-test, the remainder of the Board licensed MD's, DO's, and DPM's will receive a Practitioner Questionnaire for completion. 

Practitioners have the option of responding to the questionnaire online or completing the paper version.  It is hoped that most practitioners will choose to respond online. All information collected is self-reported.  The reporting period for malpractice paid claims is the last ten years. The Board receives reports from insurance companies of paid claims for Virginia licensees. The Board does not have a record of the last ten years for practitioners who had paid claims in another state or country.  Practitioners must provide this information to the Board.  A "comments" section for the practitioner to address a paid claim from his/her perspective is under consideration at this time, much like the one afforded by the National Practitioner Data Bank.  In addition to certain elements of the malpractice section of the questionnaire, other sections will be pre-populated with information currently on file with the board.  However, it is the responsibility of the practitioner to review, complete, and correct the questionnaire in its entirety. VHI, working under the direction of the Board, will process the information collected from the questionnaires and will utilize it to create a profile.  In addition to the information submitted by practitioners, public information that exists at the Board regarding notices, orders and decision documents will also be incorporated into the profile. 

Following the collection and processing of the practitioner questionnaire, a completed profile will be transmitted back to the practitioner either electronically or by mail to verify the data before its initial presentation to the public.  18 VAC 85-20-300 requires compliance with the provision of the data to the Board within 30 days of receiving the request; failure to do so may constitute unprofessional conduct and may subject the practitioner to disciplinary action.  Providing false information intentionally is also considered unprofessional conduct.  The Board of Medicine appreciates your efforts and cooperation in fulfilling the requirements of this law to provide the Commonwealth’s citizens with accurate practitioner information.

II. DEATH CERTIFICATES

The Virginia Department of Health continues to report to the Board of Medicine that some physicians of record are refusing to sign death certificates in a timely manner, or at all.  Signing the death certificate is an end-of-life issue and can be seen as the last act a physician performs for a patient that has been under his/her care.  Code of Virginia 32.1-263 contains several provisions that specify a physician's legal duty in regard to death certificates, as follows:

C. The medical certification shall be completed, signed and returned to the funeral director within twenty-four hours after death by the physician in charge of the patient’s care for the illness or condition which resulted in death except when inquiry or investigation by a medical examiner is required by [other Code provisions].  
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In the absence of the physician or with his approval, the certificate may be completed and signed by an associate physician, the chief medical officer of the institution in which death occurred, or the physician who performed an autopsy upon the decedent, if such individual has access to the medical history of the case and death is due to natural causes.

D. When inquiry or investigation by a medical examiner is required… the medical 

examiner shall complete and sign the medical certification portion of the death certificate within twenty-four hours after being notified of the death.  If the medical examiner refuses jurisdiction, the physician last furnishing medical care to the deceased shall prepare and sign the medical certification portion of the death certificate.

E. If the cause of death cannot be determined within twenty four hours after death,…[t]he attending physician or medical examiner shall give the funeral director or person acting as such notice of the reason for the delay, and final disposition of the body shall not be made until authorized by the attending physician or medical examiner.

Virginia Department of Health Regulations further delineate the physician's responsibility in the Virginia Administrative Code, 12 VAC 5-550-360 entitled "Responsibility of the Attending Physician."  Paragraph 3 states "If the physician is unable to establish the cause of death or if a death is within the jurisdiction of the medical examiner, he shall immediately report the case to the local medical examiner and advise the funeral director of this fact.  If the medical examiner does not assume jurisdiction, the physician shall sign the medical certification."

In the current medicolegal climate, some physicians are reluctant to sign a death certificate if another option appears available in the law or regulations.  The unfortunate aspect of refusal to sign is that the family is unable to move forward with burial plans until the death certificate is completed.  Such refusals have reportedly resulted in delays of submission of the certificate with subsequent delays in the funeral process of up to two weeks in some cases.  Criminal penalties are available under Code of Virginia Section 54.1-111 for refusal to perform an act required by law.  To date, the Virginia Department of Health has elected not to seek charges for such refusals, but that agency has indicated such action may be necessary in the future.        

III. IMPROPER PRESCRIPTION FORMATS

Since 1993 the requirement for a prescription has been spelled out in The Drug Control Act, Code of Virginia Section 54.1-3408.01.   The Board of Medicine voted at its June 2000 meeting for stricter enforcement of this part of the law governing your practice.  Practitioners who disregard the legally mandated format will be subject to disciplinary action.  Most commonly, a violation is encountered when a practitioner utilizes a pre-printed prescription blank from a hospital or other entity, and the practitioner fails to put all his/her required information on the blank.  Please ensure your compliance with this law.  To aid you in this matter, the law is provided below.

§ 54.1-3408.01. Requirements for prescriptions. 

A. The written prescription referred to in § 54.1-3408 shall be written with ink or individually typed or printed. The prescription shall contain the name, address, and telephone number of the prescriber. A prescription for a controlled substance other than one controlled in Schedule VI shall also contain the federal controlled substances registration number assigned to the prescriber. The prescriber's information shall be either preprinted upon the prescription blank, electronically printed, typewritten, rubber stamped, or printed by hand. 

The written prescription shall contain the first and last name of the patient for whom the drug is prescribed. The address of the patient shall either be placed upon the written prescription by the prescriber or his agent, or by the dispenser of the prescription. If not otherwise prohibited by law, the dispenser may record the address of the patient in an electronic prescription dispensing record for that patient in lieu of recording it on the prescription. Each written prescription shall be dated as of, and signed by the prescriber on, the day when issued. The prescription may be prepared by an agent for the prescriber's signature. 

This section shall not prohibit a prescriber from using preprinted prescriptions for drugs classified in Schedule VI if all requirements concerning dates, signatures, and other information specified above are otherwise fulfilled. 

No written prescription order form shall include more than one prescription. However, this provision does not apply to the entry of any order on a patient's chart in any hospital or any long-term care facility, as defined in Board regulations, in Virginia or to a prescription ordered through a pharmacy operated by or for the Department of Corrections or the Department of Juvenile Justice, the central pharmacy of the Department of Health, or the central outpatient pharmacy operated by the Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services. 

B. Pursuant to § 32.1-87, any prescription form shall include two boxes, one labeled "Voluntary Formulary Permitted" and the other labeled "Dispense As Written." A prescriber may indicate his permission for the dispensing of a drug product included in the Formulary upon signing a prescription form and marking the box labeled "Voluntary Formulary Permitted." A Voluntary Formulary product shall be dispensed if the prescriber fails to indicate his preference. If no Voluntary Formulary product is immediately available or if the patient objects to the dispensing of a generic drug, the pharmacist may dispense a brand name drug. Printed prescription forms shall provide: 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Dispense As Written


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Voluntary Formulary Permitted


....................


Signature of prescriber

“If neither box is marked, a Voluntary Formulary product must be dispensed." 

C. Prescribers' orders, whether written as chart orders or prescriptions, for Schedules II, III, IV and V controlled drugs to be administered to (i) patients or residents of long-term care facilities served by a Virginia pharmacy from a remote location or (ii) patients receiving parenteral, intravenous, intramuscular, subcutaneous or intraspinal infusion therapy and served by a home infusion pharmacy from a remote location, may be transmitted to that remote pharmacy by an electronic communications device over telephone lines which send the exact image to the receiver in hard copy form, and such facsimile copy shall be treated as a valid original prescription order. If the order is for a radiopharmaceutical, a physician authorized by state or federal law to possess and administer medical radioactive materials may authorize a nuclear medicine technologist to transmit a prescriber's verbal or written orders for radiopharmaceuticals. 

D. The oral prescription referred to in subsection A of this section shall be transmitted to the pharmacy of the patient's choice by the prescriber or his authorized agent. For the purposes of this section, an authorized agent of the prescriber shall be an employee of the prescriber who is under his immediate and personal supervision, or if not an employee, an individual who holds a valid license allowing the administration or dispensing of drugs and who is specifically directed by the prescriber. 

IV. 
LAW AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING MEDICAL ADVERTISING

Medical advertising is more abundant than ever before.  If you choose to advertise, you should make sure that your ad complies with the Code of Virginia and the Board of Medicine regulations.  The provisions in the law regarding advertising are found at Virginia Code 54.1-2403 and Virginia Code 54.1-2914(A)(12). They read as follows:

54.1-2403 Certain advertising prohibited.  No person licensed by one of the boards within the Department shall use any form of advertising that contains any false, fraudulent, misleading or deceptive statement or claim.

54.1-2914(A)(12) Unprofessional conduct. Publishes in any manner an advertisement relating to his professional practice which contains a claim of superiority or violates Board regulations governing advertising.

The regulations governing advertising are found in 18 VAC 85-20-30 and read as follows:

18VAC85-20-30. Advertising ethics. 

A. Any statement specifying a fee for professional services which does not include the cost of all related procedures, services and products which, to a substantial likelihood, will be necessary for the completion of the advertised service as it would be understood by an ordinarily prudent person shall be deemed to be deceptive or misleading, or both. Where reasonable disclosure of all relevant variables and considerations is made, a statement of a range of prices for specifically described services shall not be deemed to be deceptive or misleading. 

B. Advertising a discounted or free service, examination, or treatment and charging for any additional service, examination, or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of the initial office visit in response to such advertisement is unprofessional conduct unless such professional services rendered are as a result of a bonafide emergency. 

C. Advertisements of discounts shall disclose the full fee and documented evidence to substantiate the discounted fees. 

D. A licensee or certificate holder's authorization of or use in any advertising for his practice of the term "board certified" or any similar words or phrase calculated to convey the same meaning shall constitute misleading or deceptive advertising under §54.1-2914 of the Code of Virginia, unless the licensee or certificate holder discloses the complete name of the specialty board which conferred the aforementioned certification. 

E. It shall be considered unprofessional conduct for a licensee of the board to publish an advertisement which is false, misleading, or deceptive. 

V. 
CONTINUING COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS

This is just a reminder that beginning in January 2002 all MD's, DO's, DPMs, and DC's will have to attest to having obtained 60 hours of Continuing Education in the previous biennium for license renewal.  Renewals occur in your birth month of even-numbered years; your 30 hours of Type I and 30 hours of Type II should occur in the 24 months prior to your renewal.  The Board of Medicine has provided a form for recording the CE hours.  Should you need another copy of this form, contact the Board office or download the form from our website at www.dhp.state.va.us.  You do not have to submit your record of CE at the time of renewal.  The Board will audit approximately 1% of licensees attesting to having obtained the proper number of hours of CE.  You will not have to submit the form unless you are selected for this audit.

VI.  
ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY AD HOC COMMITTEE

In response to Medical Society of Virginia concerns, John Hasty, Director of the Department of Health Professions, formed an Ad Hoc Committee to address issues concerning oral and maxillofacial surgery and related matters.  The Committee consisted of members of the Board of Medicine, the Board of Dentistry, the Medical Society of Virginia, the Virginia Dental Society, and a citizen member of the Board of Nursing.   Three meetings were held with the last one occurring in August 2000.  The Committee voted to approve a revised definition of dentistry for possible consideration by the 2001 General Assembly.  The proposed revision was introduced by Senator Barry, Chairman of the Senate Education and Health Committee, as SB 806, to amend 54.1-2700 as follows, "Dentistry means the evaluation, diagnosis, prevention, and treatment, through surgical, nonsurgical or related procedures, of diseases, disorders, and conditions of the oral cavity and the maxillofacial, adjacent and associated structures and their impact on the human body."  

VII. 
 HEALTHCARE INTEGRITY AND PROTECTION DATA BANK

In the fall of 1999, the Enforcement Division of the Department of Health Professions began the mandated reporting for all DHP Boards to this new federal data bank.  By law, the Board of Medicine must report any "negative action or finding" made by the Board that is available to the public.  Previously, when the Board made a finding of a "violation" but did not impose a sanction, no report was made to the National Practitioner Data Bank.  Now violations without sanctions must be reported to HIPDB.  There has been some confusion surrounding the initial submissions to HIPDB.  Practitioners have been receiving printouts from HIPDB for all recent submissions.  If you receive a report from HIPDB that you believe to be inaccurate, send a copy of the report and a letter pointing out what information appears to be in error to this Board office.   Each report brought to our attention is being individually scrutinized to determine the need for resubmission.

VIII. NURSE PRACTITIONER PRESCRIBING

As of July 1, 2000 nurse practitioners added Schedule V drugs to their prescriptive armamentarium.  Physicians who supervise nurse practitioners should be aware of 18 VAC 90-40-90 governing the practice relationship.  In regards to prescriptive authority, it states that the practice agreement shall contain a "description of the prescriptive authority of the nurse practitioner within the scope allowed by law and the practice of the nurse practitioner" and "an authorization for categories of drugs and devices" allowed within the law.  Additionally, the signature of the primary and any other supervising physicians is required.  

IX. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS IN THE EMERGENCY ROOM

This is a reiteration of Code of Virginia 54.1-2952, which was amended in the 2000 General Assembly to allow physician assistants to initially evaluate patients admitted to Emergency Departments.  The supervising physician must be in the facility as the PA is performing his/her duties in the Emergency Department.  The law also states that the supervising physician must review the services provided to each patient prior to the patient's discharge. 

X. NEW WEBSITE…www.dhp.state.va.us

The Department of Health Professions has constructed a new website with expanded capabilities and information.   Search for a health care professional, access telephone and e-mail directories, check out upcoming meetings on the Commonwealth Calendar, review laws and regulations, peruse previous editions of Board Briefs and learn answers to Frequently Asked Questions, including the most frequently asked one about self-prescribing and prescribing for family.  Consistent with Governor Gilmore's electronic initiative, all forms used by the Board of Medicine to interact with the public are now on the website.  Log on and give us some feedback.

XI. NUMBER OF LICENSEES

	Occupation
	Current Active
	Current Inactive

	Chiropractor
	1,311
	166

	Licensed Acupuncturist
	107
	

	Limited Radiologic Technologist
	1,077
	

	Medicine & Surgery
	25,135
	1,715

	Osteopathy & Surgery
	728
	59

	Physician Assistant
	707
	

	Podiatry
	424
	57

	Radiologic Technologist
	1,991
	

	Respiratory Care Practitioner
	3,037
	

	Occupational Therapy
	1,829
	

	Intern/Residents
	2,232
	


Certified Athletic Trainers will become regulated by the Board of Medicine June 6, 2001.

XII. HEALTH PRACTITIONER INTERVENTION PROGRAM STATISTICS

	Date
	ACTIVE
	BOARD MEDICINE #/%
	Chiropractic #/%
	Podiatrists #/%
	Physicians #/%
	Phy.Asst. #/%
	Resident/Intern #/%
	Res.Ther #/%
	Occ.Ther#/%
	RadTec #/%

	07/2000
	563
	131/23.3%
	3/0.5%
	1/0.1%
	112/19.8%
	4/0.7%
	4/0.7%
	5/0.8%
	
	2/0.3%

	08/2000
	578
	132/22.8%
	2/0.3%
	1/0.1%
	115/19.8%
	4/0.6%
	3/0.5%
	5/0.8%
	
	2/0.3%

	09/2000
	599
	136/22.7%
	3/0.5%
	1/0.1%
	118/19.6%
	4/0.6%
	3/0.5%
	5/0.8%
	
	2/0.3%

	10/2000
	616
	140/22.7%
	3/0.4%
	1/0.15
	121/19.6%
	4/0.6%
	3/0.5%
	6/0.9%
	
	2/0.3%

	11/2000
	616
	136/22%
	2/0.3%
	1/0.15
	118/19.1%
	4/0.6%
	3/0.5%
	6/0.9%
	
	2/0.3%

	12/2000
	617
	137/22.2%
	2/0.3%
	1/0.1%
	118/19.1%
	40.6%
	3/0.5%
	5/0.8%
	
	2/0.3%


XIII. BOARD DECISIONS 

The following summary represents decisions from

June 1, 2000 through December 31, 2000, unless otherwise noted.

	Date of 

Action
	License No.
	Name and Action

	10-24-00
	0101-026245
	Disamodha C. Amarasinghe, M.D., Virginia Beach, VA – Reprimanded based upon failure to note patient histories, clinical findings, diagnoses and/or follow-up treatment plans in several charts obtained by practice auditors as part of an audit required by a previous Board Order; indefinite probation terminated, full and unrestricted license issued. 

	06-08-00
	0101-041978
	Andrew M. Baer, M.D., McLean, VA – Continued upon terms and conditions that prohibit the practice of medicine and the prescribing of Schedule I-VI controlled substances.

	12-04-00
	0122-000098
	Shawna C. Baines, R.T., Limited, Virginia Beach, VA - Suspension of license based upon submission of payment for license that was not honored by the named bank or financial institution.

	12-31-00
	0101-016123
	Abbas Bashir-Elahi, M.D., Falls Church, VA – Suspension of license, based upon failure to comply with a term of a previous Board Order.

	08-02-00
	0101-040895
	Jacob H. Berman, M.D., Virginia Beach, VA – Terms and conditions terminated, full and unrestricted license issued.

	06-29-00
	0101-050335
	Larry L. Bosley, M.D., Beverly Hills, CA – Indefinite probation based upon disciplinary action taken by the Medical Board of California, effective June 4, 1999, placing his license on probation for five years arising out of standard of care issues, advertising issues, use of unlicensed personnel and deficiencies in informed consent procedures at his medical practice, limited to hair restoration and related medical services, which has its main office in Beverly Hills and regional offices in several states. 

	06-14-00
	0101-048032
	David F. Burke, M.D., Decatur, AL – Continued on terms and conditions that include submission of evidence of continuing medical education and entry into a Recovery Monitoring Contract with the Virginia Health Practitioner’s Intervention Program, based upon disciplinary action in other states in which he was licensed and impairment which affected his ability to practice medicine with reasonable safety.  Dr. Burke complied with all terms and conditions and was issued a full and unrestricted license, effective September 15, 2000.  

	08-04-00
	0101-041555
	Thomas Burrell, III, M.D., Sterling, VA – Acceptance of surrender of license in lieu of further administrative proceedings based upon impairment which affected his ability to practice medicine with reasonable safety.

	09-19-00
	0101-055890
	Anthony J. Carbone, M.D., Cambridge, MA – Acceptance of agreement not to engage in the practice of medicine until the entry of a subsequent Order, based upon pending criminal charges, in Massachusetts, of indecent assault and battery arising out of his treatment of a 16 year old patient.

	09-05-00
	0104-000845
	Edward Dennis Carlton, D.C., Manassas, VA – Mandatory suspension of license based upon conviction of filing a false claim, a felony, in the United States District Court, Eastern District of Virginia, Alexandria Virginia.

	11-17-00
	0117-001438
	Michael J. Clayborne, R.C.P., Richmond, VA - Mandatory suspension of privilege to renew license to practice respiratory care based upon conviction, in the Circuit Court of Chesterfield County, of possession of cocaine, a felony.

	08-28-00
	0102-037127
	Cathy Jo Comerci, D.O., Raphine, VA – Continued on terms and conditions that include required completion of the Post-Licensure Assessment System administered by the Federation of State Medical Boards, based upon the care and treatment provided in the cases of two patients and the suspension of her clinical privileges at Stonewall Jackson Hospital as a result of her actions in the cases of these two patients. 

	11-03-00
	0101-058190
	Craig S. Cropp, M.D., Wytheville, VA – Continued on terms and conditions that include submission of copies of all discharge summaries for deliveries and surgical procedures and submission of medical staff reports, based upon care and treatment provided in the cases of three patients, the suspension of his clinical privileges at Wythe County Community Hospital and New River Valley Medical Center and the temporary suspension of certain clinical privileges at Pulaski Community Hospital.

	10-12-00
	0104-000456
	John T. Dotti, D.C., Newport News, VA - Continued on terms and conditions that include requirements of removal from his print or electronic advertisements and all electronic transmissions any reference to the term “Chiropractic Medicine”, accurate representation of his degree as a “Doctor of Chiropractic”, prohibition on advertising that it is essential for children with certain medical and physical problems to be checked for spinal subluxations and submission of certain information concerning a student loan. 

	11-08-00
	0101-025762
	Charles M. Dwan, M.D., Annandale, VA - Found in violation of law based upon conditions of supervision of a physician assistant, but no sanction was imposed due to corrective action taken.

	10-20-00
	0101-051245
	Mary Ann Echelberger, M.D., Richmond, VA – Indefinite probation with terms and conditions that include requirements for regular mental health and medical care and monitoring of status and a prohibition on self-medicating, based upon violations of a previous Order of the Board and conviction, in the Circuit Court of Henrico County, of five misdemeanor counts of obtaining drugs by fraud.  

	06-15-00
	0101-049382
	Zach M. Ellis, M.D., Chesterfield, VA – Reprimanded and continued on stayed suspension on terms and conditions that include compliance with his Recovery Monitoring Contract with the Health Practitioners’ Intervention Program, pre-approval by the Board of practice settings, submission to the Board of reports from his employer and restrictions on prescribing, based upon violation of the terms of a previous Order of the Board and impairment which affected his ability to practice medicine with reasonable safety.

	11-17-00
	0101-047500
	Kathleen S. Farris, M.D., Norfolk, VA – Acceptance of surrender of license, in lieu of further administrative proceedings, based upon impairment which affected her ability to practice medicine with reasonable safety.

	06-14-00
	
	Gene Andrew Germano, M.D., Roanoke, VA – Application for license denied based upon false statements or representations in his application for licensure and his plea of guilty, in the Court of Common Pleas, Trumbull County, Ohio, to the criminal charge of attempted illegal processing of drug documents.

	06-08-00
	0104-001246
	Julie Jeanine Giltz, D.C., Appomattox, VA – Acceptance of surrender of license for suspension in lieu of further administrative proceedings, based upon impairment, which affected her ability to practice chiropractic with reasonable safety.

	07-21-00
	0101-036223
	Stephen X. Giunta, M.D., Alexandria, VA – Indefinite probation with terms and conditions that include completion of a course in medical record-keeping, maintenance of a log on all patients seen in the office and submission of the log each month to the Board, scheduling of an inspection of his practice by the Enforcement Division of the Department of Health Professions and payment of a fine of $7,000, based upon six patient cases in which his practice was found to pose a danger to the health and safety of patients, upon use of advertisements which are false, deceptive and misleading and upon lack of appropriate documentation in patient records.

	10-5-00
	0102-049899
	Judith A. Goettert, D.O., Abingdon, VA – Indefinite probation with terms and conditions that include a prohibition on performing obstetric/gynecology surgery, completion of continuing medical education in the area of family practice and scheduling of an inspection of her practice by the Enforcement Division of the Department of Health Professions, based upon thirteen patient cases in which her practice was found to pose a danger to the health and safety of patients, the revocation of her surgical privileges at Russell County Medical Center and her change in the type medical practice she conducts.

	08-18-00
	0101-026381
	Jeffrey L. Goltz, M.D., Highland Beach, FL – Terms and conditions terminated, full and unrestricted license issued.

	06-08-00
	0101-014747
	Arcadius H. Hakim, M.D., Alexandria, VA – Acceptance of permanent surrender of license in lieu of further administrative proceedings, based upon restrictions placed upon his practice by a previous Order of the Board, the findings of a subsequent audit of his office and hospital practices and his decision to close his medical office. 

	06-09-00
	0101-050027
	Kenneth L. Jacobs, M.D., Wilkesboro, NC – Acceptance of surrender of license in lieu of further administrative proceedings, based upon impairment which affected his ability to practice medicine with reasonable safety and the surrender of his license to practice medicine in North Carolina.

	11-30-00
	0101-018623
	Gary Calvert Jobin, M.D., Abingdon, VA - Mandatory suspension of license, based upon conviction, in United States District Court, Western District of Virginia, of conspiracy to defraud the Internal Revenue Service, a felony.

	07-28-00
	0101-041865
	Mani Khatib-Shahidi, M.D., Englewood, CO - Mandatory suspension of license based upon revocation of license by the Board of Medical Examiners for the State of Colorado.

	09-06-00
	0101-037342
	Willis M. Madden, M.D., Petersburg, VA – Continued on terms and conditions that include providing to the Board videotapes of his performance of a specific medical procedure for review, making available to an inspector for the Department of Health Professions complete patient records of individuals for whom he has performed specific medical procedures and showing a copy of the Board’s Order to all entities with which he holds clinical privileges based upon numerous patient cases in which his practice was found to pose a danger to the health and safety of patients and to the restriction and/or denial of clinical privileges by two hospitals.

	07-25-00
	0121-000084
	Long Van Mai, Acupuncturist, Annandale, VA - Mandatory suspension of license based upon suspension of license by the State of Rhode Island Department of Health.

	09-06-00
	0101-038660
	Cheryl A. Mason, M.D., Merrifield, VA – Continued on terms and conditions that require entry into the Virginia Health Practitioner’s Intervention Program, based upon based upon impairment which affected her ability to practice medicine with reasonable safety.

	12-19-00
	0101-032827
	Russell E. McDow, Jr., M.D., Leesburg, VA – Reprimanded and continued on terms and conditions that include completion of a mini-residency course in appropriate prescribing of controlled and dangerous substances based upon prescribing to individuals outside a bona fide physician/patient relationship, failure to keep records of such prescribing and placing these individuals at risk of harm from over-medication.

	12-08-00
	0101-053455
	Michael Stephen McIntosh, M.D., Parkersburg, WV - Mandatory suspension of license, based upon suspension of license by Medical Board of Ohio.

	12-14-00
	0101-051951
	Gregory A. Morter, M.D., Chapel Hill, NC – Reprimanded and continued on terms and conditions that include compliance with his Recovery Monitoring Contract with the Health Practitioners’ Intervention Program based upon prescribing to individuals outside a bona fide physician/patient relationship, failing to maintain accurate and timely records on patients, termination of his employment based upon performance concerns and impairment which affected his ability to practice medicine with reasonable safety.

	10-20-00
	0101-014528
	Junichiro L. Nakanishi, M.D., Virginia Beach, VA – License reinstated on indefinite probation on terms and conditions that include the completion of a thorough assessment of clinical skills prior to resumption of the clinical practice of medicine.

	08-23-00
	0101-039331
	George Peyton Neatrour, M.D., Virginia Beach, VA – Found in violation of regulation based upon misleading advertising, but no sanction imposed due to corrective action taken.

	12-12-00
	0101-032425
	Daniel J. Noonan, M.D., Virginia Beach, VA – Terms and conditions terminated based upon full compliance with terms of previous Board Order.



	11-29-00
	0101-043182
	Richard C. Norton, M.D., Duffield, VA - Mandatory suspension of license based upon conviction, in the United States District Court, Western District of Virginia, of conspiracy to conduct racketeer influenced and corrupt organizations, mail fraud, illegal remunerations, bribery concerning programs receiving federal funds, transportation of money taken by fraud and conspiracy to launder monetary instruments, all felonies.

	11-17-00
	0101-037354
	Arvind K. Pathak, M.D., Reston, VA - Mandatory suspension of license based upon conviction, in the United States District Court, Eastern District of Virginia, of income tax evasion, a felony.

	10-03-00
	0102-037114
	Lindsey Grady Peterson, D.O., Virginia Beach, VA – Summary suspension of license based upon impairment, which affected his ability to practice medicine with reasonable safety.

	10-24-00
	0101-034419
	Alice T. Phillips, M.D., Alexandria, VA – Petition for reinstatement granted, license issued and placed on indefinite probation with terms and conditions that include approval of practice setting by the Board, submission to the Board of reports from her employer and from health care professionals providing care and treatment to her.

	09-29-00
	0102-037012
	Mark William Prager, D.O., Catlettsburg, KY - Mandatory suspension of license based upon conviction, in the United States District Court, Eastern District of Kentucky, of conspiracy to distribute, dispense and possess with intent to distribute and dispense controlled substances, a felony.

	09-20-00
	0101-041174
	Ralph T. Reach, M.D., Christiansburg, VA – Acceptance of surrender of license in lieu of satisfactory completion of terms and conditions of a previous Order of the Board and in lieu of further administrative proceedings based upon impairment which affected his ability to practice medicine with reasonable safety.

	10-25-00
	N/A
	Ali H. Sawaf, M.D., Harlan, KY – Application for license denied based upon false statements or representations in his application for licensure, his conviction in the 47th Judicial Circuit Court in Escanaba, Michigan, of two felonies and the temporary suspension of his license to practice medicine by the Michigan Board of Medicine.

	11-22-00
	0101-021290
	David T. Schwartz, M.D., Alexandria, VA – Summary suspension of license based upon numerous patient cases in which his practice posed a danger to the health and safety of patients.  A formal administrative hearing has been scheduled for March 9-11, 2001.

	06-21-00
	0101-040334
	Mukesh H Shah, M.D., Brea, VA – Acceptance of surrender of license in lieu of further administrative proceedings based upon violation of the terms of a previous Order of the Board.

	10-30-00
	0101-033240
	John Richard Shrum, M.D., Charlottesville, VA – Indefinite probation terminated, full and unrestricted license issued.

	12-01-00
	0101-055470
	David B. Slotoroff, M.D., Lindwood, NJ – Acceptance of relinquishment of privilege to renew license in lieu of administrative proceedings based upon impairment which affected his ability to practice medicine with reasonable safety.

	12-15-00
	0122-001053
	Sandra M. Smith, R.T. Limited, Virginia Beach, VA – Found in violation of laws based upon working for several months in the capacity of a radiologic technologist limited without holding a valid license, but no sanction was imposed due to mitigating circumstances and corrective action taken.

	06-19-00
	0103-000944
	Robert C. Stevenson, D.P.M., Alexandria, VA – Reprimanded based upon default on educational loans, failure to enter into agreement for repayment of loans and provision of podiatric care to family and friends outside a bona fide practitioner/patient relationship.

	09-12-00
	0101-052985
	Rick A. Stough, M.D., Harrisonburg, VA – Indefinite probation with terms and conditions that include performance of an unannounced inspection of practice by an inspector for the Department of Health Professions, completion of an inventory of Schedule II through V controlled substances maintained in his practice, and completion of the mini-residency program in the proper prescribing of controlled substances based upon conviction in the Circuit Court of Rockingham County of eleven misdemeanors related to obtaining controlled substances by false pretenses, prescribing Schedule II drugs to several individuals without documenting the prescribing or the medical necessity for the prescribing, deficiencies in maintenance of the pharmacy in his office and failure to maintain adequate security and safeguards against diversion.

	10-12-00
	0101-054438
	Mark F. Sugden, M.D., Virginia Beach, VA – Acceptance of surrender of license for revocation in lieu of further administrative proceedings, based upon impairment which affected his ability to practice medicine with reasonable safety.  License had been summarily suspended by Order dated May 16, 2000. 

	06-12-00
	0101-040114
	William Wright, Jr., M.D., Charleston, SC – Indefinite probation terminated, full and unrestricted license issued.

	06-20-00
	0101-027586
	Salih M. Zamzam, M.D., Grundy, VA – Petition for reinstatement of license denied based upon failure to provide evidence that he can safely and competently resume the practice of medicine

	06-12-00
	0101-057621
	John Zinsser, M.D., Richmond, VA - Found in violation of laws based upon a false statement on an application for licensure, but no sanction imposed due to mitigating circumstances and corrective action taken.

	08-18-00
	0101-012253
	Ellis N. Zuckerman, M.D., Hopewell, VA – Monetary penalty of $1,000 imposed and continued on terms and conditions that include prohibition against engaging in the practice of medicine and submission to comprehensive neurological and neuropsychological evaluations based upon impairment which may affect his ability to practice medicine with reasonable safety and failure to provide to the patient a copy of her medical record despite numerous requests.


Reminder:  The Health Practitioners Intervention Program (HPIP) is now fully operational to provide assistance to those persons regulated by the Department of Health Professions who have a physical or mental disability, including, but not limited to substance abuse, which affects the ability of the person to safely practice his profession.  Virginia Monitoring, Inc. was awarded the contract to provide services for the program.  If you have reason to believe that someone who is regulated by one of the boards in the Department of Health Professions is impaired, be a friend, and call Virginia Monitoring. Virginia Monitoring can intervene and assist that person in obtaining needed help.  The toll free number is (888) 827-7559.  
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