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I. MORE PROFILING INFORMATION REQUIRED

In November 2002, all MDs, DOs and DPMs were mailed a request for additional information for the profiling system. This is in addition to the information you provided in response to the March 2001 original profiling questionnaire.  

Again, this is additional information.  To date, licensees have complied in the following percentages:

                 Initial Questionnaire – March 2001.……………………..99%

                 Emergency Contact Information-April 2002……………..93%

                 Questionnaire Update-November 2002…………………..90%

A second letter of request for the questionnaire update was mailed on January 8, 2003 to remind those who had not complied to do so. The extended deadline was February 13, 2003.  Disciplinary action has started for those licensees who are noncompliant with the original questionnaire.  If you have not completed your initial questionnaire or questionnaire update, please contact the call center at info@vahealthprovider.com or 804-643-4337.

Regulations require you to update your information within 30 days of a change even if the matter is known to the Board.  You can access your information, check your completion status, or change your address of record online any time by visiting www.vahealthprovider.com/edit and entering your license number and password.

In February 2003, the Virginia Health Department made use of the emergency contact information to notify Virginia physicians.  The notification was made in response to the decision by President Bush to raise the homeland security threat to “Orange-High Risk” due to the possibility of terrorist attacks.  It is very important that licensees provide this information and keep it up to date.

II. PROPOSED LEGISLATION THAT IMPACTS THE BOARD AND YOUR PRACTICE

Several bills passed by the 2003 Session of the General Assembly change the disciplinary process of the Board.  Some of the changes include:  1) changing the standard for taking action against licensees from “gross negligence” to “negligence,” 2) allowing the Board to use a confidential letter of consent to address some cases that involve minor misconduct, 3) extending the period of revocation to three years before a licensee can apply for reinstatement, and 4) providing stiff penalties for health care entities and licensees who have knowledge of but fail to report unprofessional conduct.  The next Board Briefs will outline all the changes in the law.

 

III. PROFILING AND CONTINUING EDUCATION AUDITS

Later this year, the Board will begin its audit of the practitioner profiles and continuing education (CE) attestations.  Approximately 1-2% of licensees required to comply with these initiatives will be notified if selected for these audits.  Licensees selected for the profiling audit will not need to submit anything initially.  Licensees selected for the continuing education audit will be required to submit their CE hours on the Board’s form, which is available on the Board’s website. 

IV. NEW CONTRACTOR FOR THE HEALTH PRACTITIONERS’ INTERVENTION PROGRAM (HPIP)

On January 1, 2003 the Virginia Commonwealth University Department of Psychiatry Division of Addiction Psychiatry (VCU) assumed responsibility for the Department of Health Professions’ HPIP program.  VCU replaces Virginia Monitoring, Inc. (VMI), the contractor for the program from January 1998 to December 2002.  The VCU office is located at 700 East Franklin Street, Suite 300 Tower, Richmond, VA 23219, and may be reached at (804) 828-1551, or toll-free at 1-866-206-HPIP.  The fax number is (804) 828-5386.  E-mail address is info@vahpip.org and the website is www.vahpip.org.  VMI has worked with VCU over the last several months to ensure a smooth transition of services to those licensees who are in the monitoring program.  

V. KNOW AND ABIDE BY THIS LAW

Section 54.1-2974 of the Code of Virginia addresses the waiting period that must occur in cases of voluntary sterilization.  It reads as follows:

§ 54.1-2974. Sterilization operations for persons eighteen years or older capable of informed consent. It shall be lawful for any physician licensed by the Board of Medicine to perform a vasectomy, salpingectomy, or other surgical sexual sterilization procedure on any person eighteen years of age or older, who has the capacity to give informed consent, when so requested in writing by such person. Prior to or at the time of such request, a full, reasonable, and comprehensible medical explanation as to the meaning and consequences of such an operation and as to alternative methods of contraception shall be given by the physician to the person requesting the operation. No such operation shall be performed prior to thirty days from the date of the written request therefore upon a person who has not previously become the natural or adoptive parent of a child. 

A Virginia legislator has apparently received reports of disregard of this law by practitioners and hospitals.  Physicians should know that failure to comply with this law is unprofessional conduct and may subject the licensee to disciplinary action by the Board.   

VI.  NEW BOARD MEMBERS

The newest Board members appointed by Governor Warner are Malcolm Cothran, MD of Lexington for the 6th Congressional District, Thomas Leecost, DPM of Richmond, and the Reverend LaVert Taylor, citizen member, from Lexington.  Each Board member is appointed for a four-year term and is eligible for reappointment.

VII. BOARD BUSINESS ONLINE

Be involved in your profession’s regulation.  You are encouraged to view the business of the Board online.  Now, in addition to meeting schedules, meeting minutes are available and will be posted within ten days after the meeting.  Minutes and meeting schedules are both accessible through a link on DHP home page, or directly at Regulatory Townhall (www.townhall.state.va.us) for nondisciplinary meetings and Commonwealth Calendar (http://www.vipnet.org/portal/cgi-bin/calendar.cgi) for disciplinary meetings.  Please be sure you use the appropriate date range for the minutes requested.   

VIII. OFFICE-BASED ANESTHESIA REGULATIONS

Emergency regulations were published December 16, 2002 governing the practice of office-based anesthesia.  These rules are in effect.  They address personnel, qualifications, equipment, emergency procedures and reporting.  Permanent regulations may undergo further changes.  You may view these regulations under Regulatory Townhall at www.townhall.state.va.us.  Licensees who practice office-based anesthesia should check the Regulatory Townhall as more information becomes available.

IX. USE OF THE TITLE OF “ACUPUNCTURIST”

Please be advised that the use of the term “acupuncturist” is limited to Licensed Acupuncturists.  If you are an MD, DO, DPM or DC who is “qualified to practice acupuncture,” you should use that terminology to represent yourself and to advertise.  Some advertising media will, at their behest, lump a licensee who is “qualified to practice acupuncture” in the category of “acupuncturist.”  If you are not licensed as a L.Ac., you should endeavor, in your personal ad and in working with the advertising medium, to represent yourself as “qualified to practice acupuncture,” and avoid using the term “acupuncturist.”  

X.  OFFICE-BASED TREATMENT OF OPIOID ADDICTION

The Food and Drug Administration has announced its approval of buprenorphine for the outpatient treatment of opioid addiction.  For the first time in almost a century, physicians will be able to treat opioid addicted patients in their offices rather than having to refer them to federally approved narcotic addiction programs.  Physicians who wish to treat opioid addiction in their offices must become “qualified,” which includes being granted a waiver from the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. A “qualified physician” is one who is competent in the diagnosis of opioid addiction, understands the pharmacology of buprenorphine and its use in the treatment of addiction, and has been granted a waiver from HHS.  There are several ways a physician can demonstrate to HHS that he/she is deserving of a waiver.  At this time they include board certification by ABMS in Addiction Psychiatry, certification in Addiction Medicine by the American Osteopathic Association, certification in Addiction by the American Society of Addiction Medicine, or eight hours of training from ASAM, AMA, AOA, APA, AAAP or other approved training.  There is also a provision for those physicians who have been investigators in clinical trials of schedule III, IV and V narcotic compounds for the treatment of opioid addiction.  For further information, please refer to www.buprenorphine.samhsa.gov.  Again, you cannot render office-based treatment for opioid addiction unless you are a qualified physician with a waiver from HHS. 

XI. SMALLPOX DISEASE AND VACCINE FACT SHEETS

The following information is provided at the request of the Department of Health.  The Department’s webpage on Emergency Preparedness and Response, which includes more information on biologic agents, can be accessed at www.vdh.state.va.us/bt/index.html.

Smallpox Disease Fact Sheet

What is smallpox?
Smallpox is a contagious and sometimes fatal infectious disease caused by the variola virus.  The more common and more severe form of the disease is called variola major.  Historically, about 30 percent of people with the variola major form of smallpox died.

The last case of smallpox in the United States was in 1949.  The last natural case in the world occurred in Somalia in 1977.  Routine vaccinations among the American public against smallpox stopped in 1972.  The variola virus that causes smallpox officially exists only in two laboratories in the world; in the U.S. and Russia, but there is concern that the virus could be used as a bioterrorism agent, which is why federal, state and local governments are taking precautions to prepare for smallpox.  Even one case of confirmed smallpox would constitute a national public health emergency.  A suspected case of smallpox should be immediately reported to the health department.

How is smallpox spread?
Smallpox is spread person-to-person through direct contact with respiratory droplets, aerosols, secretions, and skin lesions of an infected person.  Direct and fairly prolonged face-to-face contact (less than six feet for more than three hours) generally is required to spread smallpox from person-to-person.  Although less common, it can be transmitted through contact with clothing or bedding.  Smallpox cannot be spread by animals or insects.

People are contagious when the rash appears, which often begins in the mouth and throat.  A person remains contagious until the rash heals and the last smallpox scab falls off.

What are the symptoms and how soon after exposure do they appear?

After a person is exposed to the virus, symptoms usually begin within 12 to 14 days, but can begin anytime between seven and 17 days.  The first symptoms include fever (101-104 degrees Fahrenheit), malaise (not feeling good), headache, backache, sometimes vomiting, and occasionally mental confusion.  At this time, people are usually too sick to carry on their normal activities.

Two to four days after the first symptoms a rash emerges.  As the rash appears, the fever usually falls and the person may feel better.  The rash begins in the mouth, spreads to the face, to the arms and legs (including hands and feet), and to the rest of the body within 24 hours.  The rash first looks like raised bumps that then fill with a thick fluid and often have a depression in the center that looks like a belly-button.  Within five to 10 days, the bumps become sharply raised, round and firm pustules.  Within two weeks the pustules form a crust and become scabs.  During the third week of the rash, the scabs fall off, leaving behind pitted scars.  

What is the treatment?
Treatment consists of supportive care and relief of symptoms.  No proven effective treatment exists to date, although there are some experimental antiviral medications that are being investigated.

Can vaccination after exposure prevent the disease?
Vaccination within three days after exposure will prevent or significantly lessen the severity of smallpox symptoms in the vast majority of people.  Vaccination four to seven days after exposure likely offers some protection from disease or may modify the severity of disease.  Past experience indicates that the first dose of the vaccine offers protection from smallpox for three to five years, and perhaps as long as 10 years or more.

Smallpox Vaccine Fact Sheet

What is the smallpox vaccine?
The smallpox vaccine is a live virus vaccine made from a virus called vaccinia, which is another “pox”-type virus related to smallpox.  The smallpox vaccine helps the body develop immunity to smallpox.  The vaccine does not contain the smallpox virus and cannot give you smallpox.

What is the length of protection?
Past experience indicates that the first dose of the vaccine offers protection from smallpox for three to five years, and perhaps as long as 20 years or more.  If a person is vaccinated again later, immunity lasts even longer.  Historically, the vaccine has been effective in preventing smallpox infection in 95 percent of those vaccinated.

Can vaccination after exposure prevent the disease?
Vaccination within three days after exposure will prevent or significantly lessen the severity of smallpox symptoms in most people.  Vaccination four to seven days after exposure likely offers some protection from disease or may lessen the severity of disease.

Who should not get the smallpox vaccine?
People with any of the following conditions or people who live with someone with the following conditions should not get the smallpox vaccine unless exposed to the smallpox virus;

· Weakened immune systems (HIV, AIDS, leukemia, lymphoma, other cancers, cancer chemotherapy, radiation therapy, high-dose corticosteroid therapy, and other immune disorders)

· Transplant recipient

· Any history of eczema or atopic dermatitis (skin disease characterized by itchy, inflamed skin)

· Active skin conditions (e.g., burns and other wounds, impetigo, chickenpox, shingles, contact dermatitis, severe acne, herpes, psoriasis) until these conditions have resolved

· Women who are pregnant or planning to become pregnant within one month of vaccination

In addition, people with the following should not receive the vaccine unless exposed to the smallpox virus:

· Women who are breastfeeding

· Allergic to the vaccine or any of its ingredients

· Moderate or severe short-term illness (they should wait until they recover)

· Are less than 18 years of age

What are the side effects and chances of complications from the vaccine?
The vaccinia virus that is contained in the smallpox vaccine may cause mild reactions, such as rash, fever and head and body aches.  Since the virus in the vaccine is live, complications can occur if the vaccine site comes in contact with other parts of your body or even other people.  Previous data indicates that for every one million people who receive the vaccine, about 15 will have more severe or even life threatening side effects.  About one or two persons per one million people may die as a result of being vaccinated.  People not recommended to receive the vaccine unless exposed may be at greater risk of severe complications.

How is the vaccine given?
The smallpox vaccine is not given with a normal hypodermic needle and is not a typical shot.  The vaccine is given using a bifurcated (two-pronged) needle that is dipped into and holds a droplet of the vaccine.  The needle is used to poke the skin about 15 times.  The poking is not deep, but will cause a sore spot that will form a blister and eventually leave a small scar.  After the vaccine is given, it is very important to carefully follow instructions to care for the vaccination site until the area has healed (up to three weeks) to avoid the complications described above.

Is the smallpox vaccine available?
The vaccine is currently not available to the general public.  The federal government, which controls the availability of the vaccine, is considering who should get the vaccine.  Routine smallpox vaccinations in the U.S. stopped in 1972.  The last natural case in the world occurred in Somalia in 1977.  The variola virus that causes smallpox officially exists in two laboratories, in the U.S. and Russia, but there is concern that the virus could be used as a bioterrorism agent, which is why federal, state and local governments are taking precautions to prepare.

For more information, visit www.vdh.state.va.us, www.cdc.gov/smallpox, or call the CDC public response hotline at 888-246-2675 (English), 888-246-2857 (Espanol), or 866-874-2646 (TTY).
XII. BOARD DECISIONS

The following summary represents decisions from      

May 1, 2002 to December 31, 2002, unless otherwise noted

	DATE OF ACTION
	LICENSE

NO.
	NAME AND ACTION

	11/01/02
	0101-058156
	Sohail S. Ahmad, MD, Rancho Mirage, CA – Censured, fined $250.00 for failure to provide required practitioner profile information

	05/21/02
	0101-046274
	David G. Allingham, MD, Oakton, VA – Subject to an audit to determine his compliance with the laws and regulations governing his Board of Pharmacy license as a physician to sell controlled substances and censured for failure to provide required practitioner profile information

	06/20/02
	0101-052062
	Mathew K. Alukal, MD, East Amherst, NY – Mandatory suspension based on action taken by the New York State Board for Professional Medical Conduct

	05/31/02
	0101-014361
	Donald J. Amrien, MD, Chincoteague, VA – Found in violation and continued generally with terms and conditions based upon medical records that failed to conform to current standards of medical documentation

	09/06/02
	0101-037138
	William C. Andersen, Jr., DO, Etowah, NC – Matter closed upon successful completion of Board Order of 6/26/01

	09/27/02
	0101-030738
	Joseph T. Andronaco, MD, Martinez, GA – Permanent surrender of privilege to renew license based on permanent surrender of license in New York

	10/29/02
	0104-000636
	Alan Craig Ashkinazy, DC, Cooper City, FL – Surrender of privilege to renew license for failure to repay his Health Education Assistance Loan and a medical condition which prevents him from practicing

	11/01/02
	0101-013193
	Nuzhet O. Atuk, MD, Ivy, VA - Censured and fined $250.00 for failure to provide required practitioner profile information

	12/17/02
	0101-043312
	Lester H. Banks, MD, Westminister, MD – Reprimanded and privilege to renew restricted for one year for failure to comply with previous Board Order

	09/29/02
	0103-001037
	Joseph V. Bava, DPM, Virginia Beach, VA – Found in violation for allowing unlicensed assistants to take x-rays, but no sanction imposed due to corrective action taken

	11/05/02
	0101-044885
	James A. Bell, MD, Pennington Gap, VA – Found in violation for prescribing outside a bona fide practitioner-patient relationship, but no sanction imposed due to corrective action taken

	10/27/02
	0104-001812
	John C. Bello, D.C., Ferrum VA – Surrender of privilege to renew license which expired 12/31/00, for noncompletion of terms of Board Order of 10/21/99

	12/16/02
	0101-039492
	James T. Birch, Jr., MD, Kansas City, KS – Reinstated on indefinite probation with terms and conditions including compliance with his Health Practitioners Intervention Program (HPIP) Recovery Monitoring contract

	11/14/02
	0101-033836
	Frederick B. Bustin, MD, Stafford, VA – Censured for failure to provide required practitioner profile information

	07/17/02
	0101-019818
	John G. Cametas, MD, Richmond, VA – Reprimanded and fined $750.00 for selling medications to patients without a license from the Board of Pharmacy

	08/08/02
	0101-018787
	Russell H. Carter, MD, Virginia Beach, VA – Reinstatement denied based on failure to demonstrate his competency and fitness to practice medicine

	08/02/02
	0101-047102
	Michael T. Caughey, MD, Virginia Beach, VA – Surrender of license for indefinite suspension for diversion of various controlled substances, prescribing outside a bona fide physician-patient relationship and engaging in a romantic and unethical relationship with a patient

	11/18/02
	0101-033806
	Byoung Suen Cho, MD, Annandale, VA – Censured for failure to provide required practitioner profile information

	10/25/02
	0101-040012
	Dean Scott Cunningham, MD, Huntingtown, MD – Mandatory suspension based on felony conviction of one count of health care fraud by U.S. District Court, Southern District, West Virginia

	06/26/02
	0101-051233
	Teresa L. Delawter, MD, Manassas, VA – Probation terminated; full and unrestricted license issued

	05/06/02
	0104-001299
	Anthony Joseph Donatelli, D.C., North Providence, RI – Reprimanded and suspension of privilege to renew license, which expired on 11/30/00, for failure to comply with Board Order of 2/27/98

	12/19/02
	0104-000456
	John Dotti, DC, Newport News, VA - Reprimanded and revocation of privilege to renew license, which expired on 4/30/02, for failure to comply with Board Order of 10/12/00

	09/06/02
	0101-034895
	David S. Duani, MD, Standardsville, VA – Reprimanded, fined $5,000.00 and required to comply with his Recovery Monitoring (HPIP) contract with the Health Practitioners Intervention Program

	09/20/02
	0101-033939
	Hung Dinh Duong, MD, Arlington, VA – Probation terminated

	11/25/02
	0101-049380
	Thomas G. Easter, II, MD, El Paso, TX – Mandatory suspension based upon license revocation by the New Mexico Board of Medical Examiners

	12/17/02
	0101-043333
	Cleve W. Ewell, MD, Hampton, VA – Fined $250.00 for failure to provide required practitioner profile information

	05/30/02
	0101-042206
	Richard Falkenstein, MD, Middleburg, VA – Suspension stayed with terms and conditions for failure to maintain professional boundaries with a patient

	08/02/02
	0117-003806
	Raymond Lewis Fannin, Jr., RCP, Roanoke, VA – Mandatory suspension of privilege to renew license based upon felony conviction of one count of obtaining drugs by fraud by Circuit Court, City of Fredericksburg, VA

	12/19/02
	0104-001017
	David Feola, DC, Annandale, VA – Indefinite probation with terms and conditions and fined $6,000.00 for improper insurance claims likely to deceive or defraud third-party payors.  Appeal filed with Circuit Court of the County of Fairfax, Virginia

	05/01/02
	0101-011824
	Louise O. Fernbach, MD, Charlottesville, VA – Surrendered license and Drug Enforcement Administration Certificate in lieu of further administrative proceedings based violation of Drug Control Act and retirement from medicine

	10/16/02

05/01/02
	0101-030005
	Eugene A. Ford, MD, Suffolk, VA – Revocation for failure to comply with Consent Order of 5/1/02, which continued the matter on terms and conditions based upon numerous patient care issues

	08/30/02
	0101-053053
	Rodger Alvin Fraser, MD, Glen Allen, VA – Surrender of license for permanent revocation based on patient care issues, providing incorrect information on his practitioner profile and practicing without a license after being summarily suspended by Order of the Board dated February 8, 2002

	10/29/02
	0117-000686
	Christopher W. Fuerst, RCP, Palmyra, VA. – Mandatory suspension based on felony conviction of four counts of aggravated sexual battery of a child less than thirteen years of age and one charge of forcible sodomy by the Circuit Court of Fluvanna County

	08/09/02

10/08/02
	0101-039298
	Joseph L. Giunta, MD, Grundy, VA – Summary suspension of license based on inability to practice with reasonable skill or safety because of illness; license subsequently surrendered for revocation by Order of 10/08/02

	08/06/02
	0102-049899
	Judith A. Goettert, DO, Abingdon, VA – Probation terminated; full and unrestricted license issued

	08/13/02
	0101-022930
	George T. Gonzales, MD, Fredericksburg, VA - Indefinite probation for failure to implement sufficient changes in recordkeeping after completing course work required by a previous Board Order

	08/27/02
	0103-300820
	Aaron Gould, DPM, Newport News, VA – Found in violation for failure to provide required practitioner profile information to the Board but no sanction imposed due to corrective action

	06/17/02
	0101-038829
	John Leland Grant, MD, Chesapeake, VA – Mandatory suspension due to action by Florida Board of Medicine, which was based on the prior actions of the Virginia Board as well as his failure to report the Virginia Board actions to the Florida Board.  As the Florida Board’s action was based mainly on matters already adjudicated by the Board, Dr. Grant’s license was reinstated to full, unrestricted status.  Further, he was censured for failure to report actions taken against his Virginia license to the Florida Board

	07/22/02
	0101-030494
	Harold T. Green, MD, Richmond, VA – Reprimanded for failure to maintain complete and accurate medical records and fined $1,000.00 for violations of laws governing drug inventory and distribution records

	08/16/02
	0101-035822
	Rita Grover, MD, Potomac, MD – Censured for failure to provide requested practitioner profile information

	09/23/02
	0101-051459
	Christine M. Gustafson, MD, Atlanta, GA – Reinstated on indefinite probation with terms and conditions including complying with her HPIP Recovery Monitoring Contract

	11/01/02
	0101-019468
	Robert H. Hackler, MD, Richmond, VA – Censured and fined $250.00 for failure to provide required practitioner profile information

	07/02/02
	0101-047298
	Kenneth L. Hallman, MD, Forest, VA – Probation terminated; full and unrestricted license issued

	05/14/02
	0101-220983
	Joseph Steven Hayes, MD, Johnson City, TN – Mandatory suspension of privilege to renew license based on revocation by Tennessee Board of Medical Examiners and temporary suspension by the State Board of Medical Examiners of South Carolina

	07/16/02
	0101-046532
	Harry A. Hirsch, MD, Maybeury, WV – Mandatory suspension based on action taken by the New York State Board for Professional Medical Conduct

	05/20/02
	0101-025535
	Declan P. Irving, MD, Chesapeake, VA – Reprimanded for patient care issues and agreement not to practice bariatric surgery at any time in the future

	07/23/02
	0101-041104
	Peter C. Jacobson, MD, Virginia Beach, VA – Reprimanded and required to take continuing education for writing prescriptions outside a bona fide physician-patient relationship and failing to follow the Board’s regulations regarding pharmacotherapy for weight loss

	09/19/02
	0101-026733
	Reginald A. Jenkins, MD, East Orange, NJ – Censured for failure to provide required practitioner profile information

	09/24/02
	0101-045410
	Russell A. Johnson, MD, Colonial Heights, VA – Stayed suspension terminated; full, unrestricted license issued

	09/16/02
	0101-036449
	Miles James Jones, MD, Clayton, GA – Mandatory suspension based on suspension of license by North Dakota State Board of Medical Examiners

	09/27/02
	0101-038336
	Joseph Luther Kelly, MD, Norfolk, VA – Voluntary surrender for indefinite suspension for violation of Board Order of 5/4/00 and intention to leave the practice of medicine

	11/14/02
	0101-043853
	Cheryl Lynn Keys, MD, Falls Church, VA – Censured due to patient care issues for her response to an emergency room on-call situation

	08/23/02
	0101-013705
	Ronald B. Kledzik, MD, Norfolk, VA – Compliance with Board Order of 12/19/00; full and unrestricted license issued

	08/20/02
	0104-000209
	Stephen M. Kulawy, DC, Arlington, VA - Indefinite probation with terms and conditions for inappropriate contact with patients

	10/16/02
	0101-015958
	Harry C. Kuykendall, MD, Alexandria, VA - Indefinite probation on terms and conditions for patient care issues regarding one patient.  Appeal filed with Circuit Court of the City of Alexandria, Virginia

	05/30/02
	0101-023310
	Paul Allan Lange, MD, Rehoboth Beach, DE – Continued on stayed suspension with terms and conditions due to noncompliance with Board Order of June 10, 1999

	06/14/02
	0101-042565
	Verna M. Lewis, MD, Daleville, VA – Reinstatement denied based upon unprofessional conduct and violation of the Drug Control Act

	11/26/02
	0120-000257
	Susan Lindemann, RT, Gordonsville, VA – Mandatory suspension based on conviction of felony charges of two counts of distribution of cocaine base by the United States District Court for the Western District of Virginia

	10/24/02
	0101-039226
	Robert N. Lipnick, MD, Bethesda, MD – Mandatory suspension based on revocation by District of Columbia Board of Medicine

	10/29/02
	0117-001648
	Susan R. Lucado, RCP, Salem, VA - Reprimanded and required to comply with her (HPIP) Recovery Monitoring Contract

	06/12/02
	0101-037342
	Willis M. Madden, MD, Petersburg, VA – Suspension stayed with terms and conditions due to patient care issues and failure to report accurate information on his practitioner profile

	09/25/02
	0101-018657
	Igor Magier, MD, Chesapeake, VA – Reprimanded and fined $1,000.00 for failure to disclose required information on practitioner profile

	08/14/02
	0101-045607
	Michael A. Marks, MD, Bowling Green, KY – Suspension by Circuit Court for the County of Fairfax, Virginia for failure to pay child support

	09/10/02
	0101-020616
	Jerry Wayne Martin, MD, Washington, VA – Found in violation for violating Board of Pharmacy Regulations for Permitted Physicians, but disposition continued generally based upon compliance with Board of Pharmacy Order

	08/09/02
	0101-053098
	Bernard J. Member, MD, Rockville, VA – Mandatory suspension based on conviction of a felony for distributing Schedule II drug by the Circuit Court of Spotsylvania County, Virginia

	11/26/02
	0101-030141
	Kailas V. Modi, MD, Oakwood, VA – Mandatory suspension of privilege to renew license based on felony conviction of one count of unlawful distribution of Schedule III Controlled substances by the United States District Court for Western District of Virginia, Abingdon Division

	11/26/02
	0101-030142
	Vinochandra D. Modi, MD, Oakwood, VA – Mandatory suspension of privilege to renew license based on felony conviction of one count of conspiracy to commit mail fraud, one count of conspiracy to commit money laundering and one count of unlawful distribution of Schedule III Controlled substances by the United States District Court for Western District of Virginia, Abingdon Division

	06/25/02
	0101-047762
	John E. Murnane, MD, Phoenix, AZ – Mandatory suspension based on suspension by the State Board of Medical Examiners of Arizona.

	06/13/02
	0101-047974
	Mahmoud Nemazee, MD, Santa Monica, CA – Reinstated, full and unrestricted license issued with a reprimand and fine of  $1,000.00 for failure to disclose or giving false answers on his application

	12/23/02
	0101-030962
	Bradley W. Nicholson, MD, Pearisburg, VA – Reprimanded and ordered to complete continuing education in medical recordkeeping based upon failing to follow hospital procedures and dictate operative notes in a timely fashion

	12/12/02
	0102-050017
	Michael J. O’Brien, DO, Steubenville, OH – Mandatory suspension based on suspension by State Medical Board of Ohio

	11/26/02
	0101-057668
	Scott O’Neil, MD, Martinsville, VA – Censured for patient care issues and inadequate documentation and required to take a pre-approved course in medical recordkeeping

	05/20/02
	0101-042602
	Catherine M. Page, MD, Big Stone Gap, VA – License surrendered for suspension due to mental or physical incapacity or incompetence to practice with safety to patients, and inappropriate prescribing; license had been summarily suspended on 5/24/01

	05/14/02
	0101-230620
	Pricha Phattiyakul, MD, Dunkirk, MD – Mandatory suspension based on suspension by the Maryland State Board of Physician Quality Assurance

	08/09/02
	0101-048251
	Shriharsh Pole, MD, Woodbridge, VA – Probation terminated, full and unrestricted license issued

	10/24/02
	0101-227971
	Thomas A. Ranieri, MD, Scranton, PA – Mandatory suspension based on action by the State Medical Board of Ohio

	07/30/02
	0101-049010
	Bruce Rind, MD, Washington, DC – Reprimanded and placed on indefinite probation based on a Consent Order issued by the Maryland Board of Physician Quality Assurance

	05/28/02
	0104-000883
	Brian T. Robbins, DC, Danville, VA – Found in violation for certain advertising, but no sanction imposed due to mitigating circumstances

	07/30/02
	0101-058773
	Lewis A. Rogatnick, MD, Emmons, NY – Suspension stayed, reprimanded and fined $3,000.00 for providing a false answer on his application and action by the Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners, the New York Board for Professional Medical Conduct and the Pennsylvania Board of Medicine

	11/18/02
	0102-021665
	Daniel D. Rooney, DO, Vienna, VA - Censured for failure to provide required information on practitioner profile

	08/27/02
	0101-029738
	Josefino S. Santos, MD, Chesapeake, VA – Indefinite probation with terms and conditions for patient care issues involving one patient

	10/16/02
	0101-021290
	David T. Schwartz, MD, Alexandria, VA - Reinstatement denied based on failure to demonstrate his competency and fitness to practice medicine, practicing without a license after being summarily suspended by the Board, and failure to pay the monetary penalty within the time provided in his 3/9/01 Consent Order with the Board

	09/29/02
	0103-000798
	William H. Simon, DPM, Virginia Beach, VA – Reprimanded for allowing an unlicensed assistant to take x-rays

	07/03/02
	0101-032261
	Ram Singh, MD, Norton, VA – Continued on indefinite probation with terms and conditions under the Board Order of 2/18/00 for violation of that Order

	10/10/02
	0103-000841
	Christopher Paul Sperandio, DPM, Richmond, VA – Surrender for indefinite suspension for a period of at least one year due to inability to practice podiatry with reasonable skill and safety due to illness and substance abuse, license was summarily suspended by Order of 4/18/02

	10/22/02
	0101-026598
	Samuel R. Stanford, Jr., MD, Bon Air, VA – Reinstated on indefinite probation with terms and conditions including compliance with HPIP Recovery Monitoring Contract

	10/11/02
	0101-030679
	Martin H. Stein, MD, Arlington, VA – Surrender for suspension for at least one year for mismanagement and treatment contrary to sound medical judgment for numerous patients, failure to maintain proper professional boundaries, and inappropriate prescribing

	10/31/02
	0101-040102
	Robert Stetler, MD, Galax, VA – Surrender of privilege to renew his license based on his retirement in 1999 and in lieu of further administrative proceedings for possible impairment

	09/09/02
	0101-056856
	T. Bah Tanwi, MD, Richmond, VA – Reprimanded for inappropriate verbal exchange and physical contact with a patient; further, HPIP shall report any information regarding acts of unprofessional conduct

	11/26/02
	0101-029409
	Matthew M. Tignor, MD, Virginia Beach, VA – Censured for failure to provide required practitioner profile information

	10/08/02
	0101-048007
	John Nicholson Trowbridge, MD, Alexandria, VA – Mandatory suspension of privilege to renew license based on felony conviction of four charges of object sexual penetration, aggravated sexual battery, and indecent liberties with a child by the Circuit Court of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

	06/13/02
	0101-024787
	Javier A. Vasquez, MD, Lexington, VA – Reinstatement denied based on false statement on his application and action by the Kentucky Board State Board for Medical Licensure; continued on indefinite suspension for a period of at least one year

	12/09/02
	0101-045674
	Ravi K. Veluri, MD, Woodbridge, VA – Reprimanded for failure to provide required practitioner profile information

	05/20/02
	0101-027565
	David J. Weber, MD, Richmond, VA – Surrender of license for suspension for at least one year for failure to maintain appropriate boundaries with two patients

	05/29/02
	0101-019580
	Eleanora M. Woloy, MD, Virginia Beach, VA – Reprimanded for failure to manage properly the professional boundaries of the physician-patient relationship with one patient 


The following Radiologic Technologists (“Rad-tech”) or Limited Radiologic Technologists-limited (“Limited”), and Respiratory Care Practitioners were issued a license and a reprimand, based upon practicing without a license for a period of time upon an erroneous belief that licensure was not required:

	0117-001713
	Sherry Lynn Carr, RCP, Virginia Beach, VA

	0122-001513
	Bobbi Lynn Coleman, RT Limited, Alexandria, VA

	0120-002822
	Janice Ruth Damian, RT, Providence Forge, VA

	0120-001648
	Linda Gail Foster, RT, Forest, VA

	0120-003481
	Roberta Anne Harris, RT, Wheelersburg, OH

	0120-003249
	Patricia Jane Hopkins, RT, Elkton, VA

	0120-000962
	Demetra Ann Lancaster RT, Yorktown, VA

	0120-002695
	Angela Faye Lindamood, RT, Harrisonburg, VA

	0120-003232
	Karen LeAnn McCurdy, RT, Lynchburg, VA

	0120-002636
	Mahnaz Moosavi, RT, Roanoke, VA

	0117-003746
	Christopher Matthew Mullins, RCP, Haysi, VA

	0120-003188
	Jennifer Anne Muncy, RT, Salem, VA

	0117-003105
	Nicole A. Owens, RCP, Chesapeake, VA

	0120-001570
	Constance B. Pate, RT, South Boston, VA

	0120-003491
	Michele Rene Richardson, RT, Suffolk, VA

	0117-004539
	Denise Lee Robertson, RCP, Dry Fork, VA

	0120-003332
	Shelby Jean Layman-Smith, RT, Middlebrook, VA

	0120-003526
	Dana Collins Suter, RT, Bridgewater, VA

	0120-003494
	Eric Kevin Tolliver, RT, Littcar, KY

	0117-004352
	Rhonda Leah Wells, RT, Swords Creek, VA


Reminder:  The Health Practitioners Intervention Program (HPIP) is now fully operational to provide assistance to those persons regulated by the Department of Health Professions who have a physical or mental disability, including, but not limited to substance abuse, which affects the ability of the person to safely practice his profession.  Virginia Commonwealth University Health Systems was awarded the contract to provide services for the program.  If you have reason to believe that someone who is regulated by one of the boards in the Department of Health Professions is impaired, be a friend, and call HPIP who can intervene and assist that person in obtaining needed help.  The toll free number is (866) 206-4747.  
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