DHP Provider Update on Medicare Part D:

Patients had until May 15, 2006, to enroll in Hospital or Medicare Medical Insurance Prescription Drug Coverage. However, if they turn 65 or become eligible for Medicare outside of this first Open Enrollment Period, they have a seven (7) month window in which to enroll and avoid any possible penalties - the three (3) months before the month of eligibility - the month of eligibility (e.g. they turn 65) - the three (3) months after the month they become eligible for Medicare. Coverage begins on the first day of the month after the month in which a patient joins.

Pharmacists may have to serve some Medicare beneficiaries who have enrolled in a plan or switched plans late. As a result, some of these beneficiaries may not yet be identified in pharmacy systems. The following information should aid in sending instructions for using the eligibility (E1) functionality to check on plan enrollment and Medicare eligibility status. (http://medifacd.ndchealth.com/home/MediFacd_home.htm),

All Part D pharmacy claims for dual eligible beneficiaries must be submitted to the appropriate Medicare Part D Prescription Drug Plan (PDP) or other payment methods designated through the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) payment contingency plan. Virginia Medicaid has discontinued the interim reimbursement process for drugs. For beneficiaries who are eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid but who do not appear to have been enrolled in a plan, below are instructions for using the Point of Sale Facilitated enrollment process so the beneficiary will not have to leave the pharmacy without the medications they need. http://www.anthem.com/jsp/antiphona/apm/nav/ilink_pop_native.do?content .

For further help, you can direct your customers to the website: http://www.medicare-partd.com/ or suggest a call to the local social services office. 

As of May 15, Virginia had enrolled 737,509 persons in Medicare Part D.  
· Stand-Alone Prescription Drug Plan = 268,277
· Medicare Advantage with Prescription Drugs = 40,800
· Medicare-Medicaid (Automatically Enrolled) 110,201
· Medicare Retiree Drug Subsidy 121,326
· Estimated Federal Retirees (Tricare, FEHB) 196,905. 
Disclaimer:  DHP prepared this as a service to its providers from information supplied by various publications, but the information is not intended to grant rights or impose obligations.  The information provided is only intended to be a general summary.  It is not intended to take the place of either the written law or regulations.  We encourage providers to review the specific statutes, regulations, and other interpretive materials for a full and accurate statement of the MMA plan.
