NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Department of Health Professions is holding a public hearing on the reporting requirements and implementation of a Prescription Monitoring Program in Southwest Virginia.  The hearing will be held on Thursday, July 31, 2002 at 7:30 p.m. in the Galax Auditorium at Wytheville Community College in Wytheville, VA (exit 73 off the Interstate).  Parking is available adjacent to Galax Hall in Parking Lot “E”.

Senate Bill 425, passed by the 2002 General Assembly and signed by the Governor, requires the Department to establish the Prescription Monitoring Program, which will require reports from dispensers of Schedule II controlled substances that will include detailed information on the recipient of the prescription and the drug prescribed. Certain dispensing circumstances are exempted, such as the dispensing of manufacturers' samples, inpatients in hospitals, veterinarians and medical emergencies. The information in possession of the Program is exempted from the Freedom of Information Act; however, the Director is authorized to disclose information under limited circumstances to prescribers, dispensers, the Department of State Police and others. The Director is also authorized to notify the Attorney General or the appropriate attorney for the Commonwealth of possible violations of law and to disclose information to dispensers and prescribers that indicates a potential detriment to a recipient. Implementation is dependent on the availability of federal or other funding. A copy of this law may be accessed at http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?021+ful+CHAP0481. 

The Director of the Department is seeking comment on the proposed regulatory action, which will establish rules for granting waivers of the reporting requirements and additional exemptions for dispensing of covered substances, for reporting of additional non-clinical information, and for setting the format and schedule for reporting.  Rules are also necessary for the Director’s disclosure of reported information to ensure that confidentiality is maintained and that any disclosure is in accordance with the restrictions set forth in law.      
For questions related to the hearing or to send written comment, please contact Elaine Yeatts, Senior Policy Analyst for the Department of Health Professions, at 6606 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA  23230 or by phone to 804-662-9918, fax to 804-662-9114, or email to elaine.yeatts@dhp.state.va.us. Public comment on the Notice of Intended Regulatory Action may be received until 5:00 p.m., August 14, 2002.

