“MINI-NEWSLETTER” – MAY 2000

Dear Licensee:

The Board of Optometry voted at its meeting on May 3, 2000 to begin presenting “mini-newsletters” to licensees as important news arises instead of relying exclusively on the annual newsletter.  Here’s the first edition.  The Board would like to inform you about changes to its membership, the auditing of continuing education (CE) compliance, and the importance of ensuring that the CE course hours claimed are actually attributable to patient care education.

On May 3, 2000, the Board welcomed Mr. Jeff Smith as the Governor’s citizen member appointment.  Mr. Smith replaces Ms. Anna Weaver-Carr who completed her service in June of 1999 after serving two terms in that capacity.  Ms. Carr was a valued member of the Board, and her service was much appreciated.  Samuel C. Smart, O.D. was re-appointed to serve a second term.  He also serves as the Board of Optometry’s representative on the Board of Health Professions.

This year, licensees’ compliance with the continuing education requirements of Section 18 VAC 105-20-70 of the regulations will be monitored through random audit conducted by the Department of Health Profession’s Enforcement Division – not the Board office.  The Enforcement Division will be sending notices shortly to those selected for audit.  All licensees are responsible for maintaining proof of 14 hours of approved continuing education obtained between November 1 and October 31. Those who are being audited will receive instructions on how to respond.  For licensees who are audited, prompt and accurate response is essential to avoid problems.   They are also advised not to send in the only copies of their CE proof.  For this audit, nothing should be sent to the Board office.
Finally, it has been alleged that some continuing education (CE) course sponsors may be providing credit hours in excess of that attributable to patient care content. Those taking courses should ensure compliance with the Regulations.  Section 18 VAC 105-20-70.E. requires that 

. . . All courses approved by the board shall pertain directly to the care of the patient.  Courses excluded by the board shall include:  (1) Courses which are solely designed to promote the sale of specific instruments or products; (2) Courses offering instruction on augmenting income; and (3) Courses which are neither advertised nor in fact available to all optometrists.

Known sponsors are being reminded of the requirements of Section 18 VAC 105-20-70.

If you have any questions, please contact the Board office at (804) 662-9910, (804) 662-7098(fax) or by E-mail at ecarter@dhp.state.va.us.

