MINI-NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2002 

This is the third installation of the Virginia Board of Optometry’s “mini-”newsletter.  The one-page format is designed to get the most important news from the Board to you as quickly as possible.  The Board met on January 25, 2002 and asked that the following be included:  the benefits of e-mail publication; updates on approved CPT codes; and the latest on  regulatory review, licensure and disciplinary activities.  

	E-mail Survey

      You were recently sent a survey asking you to indicate whether you would like to have the Board’s newsletters and other Board mass mailings (except renewals) sent to you via e-mail.  Over 800 licensees have e-mail addresses registered with the Board, and a majority of them have indicated that they would like to receive the Board news by e-mail.  With approximately 1,350 licensees, the reduction in printing and postage should reduce publication costs substantially.  It is hoped that all licensees with e-mail will ultimately accept Board publications via e-mail.  If you would like to, please contact the Board office at Carol.Stamey@dhp.state.va.us, (804) 662-9910, (804) 662-7098 (fax), or 6606 W. Broad Street, Fourth Floor, Richmond, VA 23230-1717.


Approved CPT Code Update

     At its January 25th meeting, the board approved the addition of two new CPT codes relating to glaucoma screenings:  G0117 “Glaucoma Screening for High Risk Patients Furnished by an OD or MD” and G0118 “Glaucoma Screening for High Risk Patients Furnished Under Direct Supervision of an OD or MD.”  For the most up-to-date listing of all Board of Optometry approved CPT codes, view the Board’s web page under the Department of Health Professions’ website: www.dhp.state.va.us.  Click on “Licensing Boards,” then “Board of Optometry,” then “Guidelines,” and select “105-25 Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) Codes for Optometry. 

Regulatory Review

     To stay abreast of all proposed changes, you may contact the Board office to be placed on the Boards’ Public Participation Guidelines mailing list or you may wish to check out the Dept. of Planning and Budget’s regulatory website, Regulatory Town Hall www.townhall.state.va.us.  This site allows the reader to track regulations from the Notice of Intended Regulatory Action to the publication of the regulation in its final form.  The reader can review regulatory documents of a proposed change, as well as the proposed text and the Economic Impact Assessment.  It also allows the reader to access the Town Hall Calendar that provides information about all public meetings related to regulations. The website also allows the reader to sign up for the Town Hall E-mail Notification Service.  Participants receive an e-mail automatically whenever a regulation’s status has changed, meetings are announced and meetings are rescheduled or changed.

Licensure and Disciplinary Activity

    The number of new licensees has dropped each year over the past three.  In 1999, 242 new permits were granted, while in 2000 the number dropped to 223 (-8%) and further dropped in 2001 to 194 (-13%).  Recent reduced enrollments in optometry programs may be a factor.

    In 2001, the Board kept abreast of an increased caseload by adjudicating 70 cases (18 resulted in findings of violation).  Traditionally, the board adjudicates 45 to 55 cases each year.  For example, in 2000, 52 cases were resolved (10 with violations) and 55 in 1999 (15 with violations.  Currently, the Board has 32 open cases.  

The Board’s next meeting is scheduled for April 26, 2002. 
