[image: image1.jpg]—r* @
gl
FAMIS

Covering Children With
Affordable Health Insurance



FAMIS E-Update
Special Issue – Cover the Uninsured Week, May 10th – 16th 2004
Distributed by the Division of Child Health Insurance, Outreach Unit, Department of Medical Assistance Services

Tuesday, May 4, 2004


Cover the Uninsured Week 2004

FAMIS and local agencies join together 

There are nearly 44 million Americans living without health coverage – including 8.5 million children. Elevating the issue of the uninsured, educating the public about the problem and providing immediate assistance to the uninsured are the goals of Cover the Uninsured Week 2004, both nationally and locally.

In its’ second year, former Presidents Ford (R) and Carter (D) are once again serving as Honorary Co-Chairs of Cover the Uninsured Week, May 10th – 16th, 2004. The Week will involve a diverse group of organizations representing every sector of American society, including business owners, union members, educators, students, health consumers, hospitals, health insurers, physicians, nurses, faith leaders and their congregants, among others. 

Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS) in cooperation with our partners, CHIP of Virginia, Department of Education, Department of Health, Department of Social Services, and the Virginia Health Care Foundation has taken a proactive role in     organizing Cover the Uninsured Week 2004 activities in Virginia. Our efforts are focused on raising awareness about the number of uninsured children in the state and promoting FAMIS as part of the solution to the problem of uninsured children. Currently, we estimate there are over 50,000 uninsured children across Virginia that could be eligible for FAMIS or FAMIS Plus today.

To learn more about the national campaign, visit www.CoverTheUninsuredWeek.org 

Governor Warner Kicks Off the Week

Press conference to be held at Children’s Hospital

Governor Mark Warner will hold a press conference on May 10, 2004, 1:00 p.m. at the Children’s Hospital in Richmond to highlight the issue of the uninsured and to celebrate the significant enrollment growth in FAMIS and FAMIS Plus since his administration took office – over 90,000 more children are now covered. He will also recognize the important role many agencies and organizations have played in ensuring eligible children are offered quality affordable health care coverage.

Please join us at the Children’s Hospital in Richmond on May 10th at 1:00 p.m for the Governor’s press conference to help celebrate this tremendous success story. The Children’s Hospital is located at 2924 Brook Road, Richmond, VA. For question, please call Rebecca Mendoza at 804-786-3206.

FAMIS.org - Cover the Uninsured Week 2004 
Web page serves as local resource

A special section devoted to Cover the Uninsured Week 2004 has been added to the FAMIS website, www.FAMIS.org. The new section, accessible by clicking the Cover the Uninsured Week 2004 tab on the site menu, is meant to serve as a local resource center throughout the month of May.

The Cover the Uninsured Week 2004 web page features an interactive Calendar of Events, a list of local application assistance projects, materials available to download, such as a colorful flyer in English and Spanish, and more. Please check the site regularly as new information is being added daily. Log onto http://www.famis.org/English/CoverUninsured.htm
Local Health Care Providers Support Week
CVS and Bon Secours Join as Partners

CVS Pharmacies and Bon Secours St. Mary’s Hospital are joining FAMIS in supporting Cover the Uninsured Week 2004. 

Three CVS pharmacies in Roanoke will be including FAMIS information in their prescription bags from May 10th – 16th.  CVS’s efforts during the Week will reach approximately 3,000 Roanoke area residents.

Bon Secours Richmond Health System will also participate with FAMIS in supporting the Week. Bon Secours Richmond staff will wear specially designed buttons during the Week. Staff will also provide FAMIS information and application assistance to families throughout the campaign.

For more information on these activities, please contact Rebecca Mendoza at 804-786-3206.

State Employee Mailing
Wage employees and DCSE mailings

FAMIS will initiate two exciting direct mailing projects during Cover the Uninsured Week 2004, one to wage and hourly state employees and the other to parents who receive child support.

FAMIS flyers will be sent to all wage and hourly state employees that reside in Virginia. Approximately 14,500 employees will receive the special mailing. Although many people are aware of the policy that makes children of state employees ineligible for the FAMIS program, most people are not aware that this policy only applies to children of full-time state employees who have access to the state employee health plan. The policy does not apply to children of wage and hourly employees who do not have access to the state employee health plan. These children could be eligible to receive FAMIS.

FAMIS information will also be sent to parents who receive child support through the Department of Child Support Enforcement. A special FAMIS message will be printed on all DCSE checks during the month of May. The DCSE direct mailing will reach over 80,000 families.

For more information on these two direct mailing projects, please contact Rebecca Mendoza at 804-786-3206.

Special Video Produced for Week

Videotape to be played in waiting rooms across Virginia

The FAMIS program has produced a Cover the Uninsured Videotape for the Week that will be played in waiting rooms across Virginia. The videotape, which is in English and Spanish, features existing FAMIS and WIC commercials, and Covering Kids and Families outreach videos. The tape will be played in local Department of Social Services and local Health Departments across Virginia. Some other organizations showing the footage during the week will be VCU Health System’s Children’s Pavilion, Arlandria Neighborhood Health Center (ANHSI), and some Bon Secours Hampton Roads Health System facilities.

For more information on the Cover the Uninsured video, please contact Andy Feagans at 804-371-0166.

Targeted Media Campaign

TV, radio, and billboard FAMIS ads to run in the Tidewater region

Beginning on May 10, DMAS will run a targeted FAMIS ad campaign in Tidewater to reach the estimated 20,000 plus uninsured eligible children in the area. There’s a Better Way FAMIS TV and radio ads will run on local stations through the first part of June while the FAMIS billboards will remain up until the first part of July. 

If you would like to be taken off of the FAMIS Update e-mail list, please e-mail famis@dmas.virginia.gov Likewise, if you know someone who would like to be added to the FAMIS Update e-mail list, please e-mail famis@dmas.virginia.gov
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