Please be advised that on May 26, 2004 the Virginia Board of Veterinary Medicine took action to amend its regulations pertaining to definitions (§18 VAC 150-20-10) through a new fast-track regulatory amendment process. This is to inform you that those amendments (in dark underline and strikethrough) which relate to only to defining "immediate and direct supervision" and "surgery" have become effective and are as follows:

"Immediate and direct supervision" means that the licensed veterinarian is immediately available to the licensed veterinary technician, either electronically or in person, and provides a specific order based on observation and diagnosis of the patient within the last 24 36 hours.

"Surgery" means treatment through revision, destruction, incision or other structural alteration of animal tissue.  Surgery does not include routine dental extractions of single rooted teeth or skin closures performed by a licensed veterinary technician upon a diagnosis and pursuant to direct orders from a veterinarian. 

In addition, Emergency Regulations for Delegation of Informal Fact-Finding to an Agency Subordinate are effective from August 25, 2004 to August 24, 2005. 

18VAC150-20-15.  Criteria for delegation of informal fact-finding proceedings to an agency subordinate.

A.  Decision to delegate.  

In accordance with § 54.1-2400 (10) of the Code of Virginia, the board may delegate an informal fact-finding proceeding to an agency subordinate upon determination that probable cause exists that a practitioner may be subject to a disciplinary action.  

B. Criteria for delegation. 

Cases that may be delegated to an agency subordinate are those that only involve failure to satisfy continuing education requirements.

C.  Criteria for an agency subordinate.  

An agency subordinate authorized by the board to conduct an informal fact-finding proceeding shall include current board members deemed knowledgeable by virtue of their training and experience in administrative proceedings involving the regulation and discipline of health professionals.  

The latest versions of the general regulations and emergency regulations are posted on the Board's website at www.dhp.virginia.gov/vet/vet_laws_regs.htm. If you have any questions, please contact the Board office at vetbd@dhp.virginia.gov or at (804) 662-9915.







