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June 29, 1999








Dear Licensees and Other Interested Parties:





This letter is sent to inform you of several issues recently addressed by the Board which directly impact on veterinary practice in Virginia.  The Board determined that this information should be relayed to you as quickly as possible rather than wait for the next edition of its newsletter, scheduled for the winter.


�Unannounced Inspections





At the Board's meeting on May 18, 1999, the Department of Health Professions' Director informed the Board that veterinary facilities will no longer receive three-day notices prior to inspections, effective immediately. 





In addition to conducting inspections of veterinary facilities, the Department's Inspectors conduct inspections for all pharmacies and funeral establishments.  Neither pharmacies nor funeral establishments have had advanced warning of an upcoming inspection. Further, unannounced inspections are believed to provide the best protection to the public. The elimination of the three-day warning for facilities more efficiently and effectively manages the agency's inspections total resources by eliminating unnecessary delays in scheduling.   


  


Unlicensed Assistive Personnel May Now Draw Blood





In response to frequent inquiries to the Board office about acceptable duties for unlicensed personnel, the Board published in its June 1997 newsletter a listing of duties that are acceptable for unlicensed personnel to perform.





Sections 54.1-3800 and 54.1-3806 of the Code of Virginia define the scope of practice of veterinary medicine and restrict it to those who are licensed  veterinarians and licensed veterinary technicians. The Drug Control Act also limits who may dispense, administer, or possess controlled substances.  Unlicensed personnel are only allowed to perform duties which are "noninvasive." Those duties considered by the Board to be noninvasive are grooming, feeding, cleaning, restraining, assisting in radiology, setting up diagnostic tests, administering oral medications under the direction of a Virginia licensed veterinarian,  filling Schedule VI medications under the direction of a Virginia licensed veterinarian, prepping for surgery, and dental polishing.  





Subsequent to the newsletter, due to concerns expressed in public comment and the ongoing shortage of licensees to staff Virginia's animal facilities, the Board expanded the list at its May meeting to include drawing blood samples.  Although venapuncture is involved, the Board stressed the importance of understanding that unlicensed persons may not inject any substance; they may only take blood samples.





Reconstituted Drugs "Expiration Date"





Some recent confusion had arisen over what constitutes the "expiration date" that the Department's Inspectors are to use when examining drugs that must be reconstituted before use.  At its meeting in May, the Board determined that the date to be used to determine whether a drug is out-of-date is that which is recorded as the expiration date by the manufacturer, not the date when the manufacturer indicates that the reconstituted solution must be discarded.   





If you have any questions , please contact the Board office.





Cordially,








Elizabeth A. Carter, Ph.D.





REMINDER:  For the February 29, 2000 renewal, your continuing education should be received between March 1, 1999 and February 29, 2000.  Also, the new regulations allow only a 30-day grace period after the renewal date to renew licenses with a late fee.  After that, a reinstatement request with fee is required.  The request must be reviewed by the full Board, which meets quarterly.
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