March 1, 2003

Dear Interested Parties:

     The following information highlights the latest amendments to the Virginia Board of Veterinary Medicine’s Regulations Governing the Practice of Veterinary Medicine (18 VAC 150-20-10 et seq.), finalized January 15, 2003 and effective March 1, 2003.  Copies may be downloaded from the Department of Health Professions’ website: www.dhp.state.va.us/vet/vet_laws_regs.htm and are also available by contacting the Board of Veterinary Medicine’s office at 6603 W. Broad St., 5th Fl., Richmond, VA  23230-1712, at (804) 662-9915 or (804) 662-7098, or by e-mail at Terri.Behr@dhp.state.va.us.

     Definitions. Section 10 replaces the definition of “animal facility” with “veterinary establishment” for consistency with §54.1-3804 of the Code of Virginia.  The new definition of “veterinarian-in-charge” (VIC) makes explicit that VIC responsibilities extend to overseeing compliance with all applicable federal and state laws and regulations, not just those related to drugs (see also Section 180).  The definition of “surgery” specifies certain acts that do not constitute surgery and may be delegated to a licensed veterinary technician under direct orders from a licensed veterinarian.  Note that “closures” are limited to skin closures.

     Licensure. Sections 70 and 185 amend the annual renewal cycle from March 1 – February 28 or 29 in a leap year to a calendar year renewal.  The expiration date for all licenses is now December 31. Continuing education (CE) is to be obtained on a calendar year schedule, as well. CE documents no longer need to be maintained at the facility where the original license is posted.  However, the documents must be maintained because random audits may be conducted periodically.  Those audited are required to provide documentation within ten days of receiving notification.  Section 75 specifies that clinical competency documentation for reinstatement includes CE hours and other evidence of clinical practice or competency to practice.   Sections 110 and 120 allow for Board recognition of credentialing bodies for foreign veterinary education in addition to the Educational Commission of Foreign Veterinary Graduates (ECFVG) of the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA). Amendment to this section also updates the name of the current national examination to the North American Veterinary Licensing Examination and provides for recognition of any substantially equivalent examination should it arise.  Section 130 clarifies that preceptorships are recognized only if accredited or approved by the AVMA and obtained in the final year of training or after completion of an equivalent number of hours as approved by the Board.

     Unprofessional conduct. Section 140 states that refusing to release a copy of a valid prescription upon request from a client constitutes unprofessional conduct.

     Standards of practice.  Specialty practice provisions move from Section 205 (now repealed) to Section 171. A new section (18 VAC 15-20-172) is included which addresses delegation of certain duties to unlicensed persons by providing a list of such duties (which is not necessarily all-inclusive).  The veterinarian takes responsibility for the training of the assistant.  This section also provides that the veterinarian may delegate duties electronically rather than in person if he has examined the animal within the previous 36 hours. Note that only licensees may have access to Schedule II through V medications.

     Requirements for veterinary establishments.  Section 180 provides that the veterinary establishment, not the building in which it is located, is the entity requiring registration. The VIC is responsible for:  providing oversight to the practice and being on-site at least monthly.  The VIC must notify the board immediately if he is no longer serving as VIC but remains responsible until a new VIC is named or for at least five (5) days, whichever occurs sooner.  The application for change in VIC is to be made at least 5 days prior to the change and must specify that if prior notice was not given, a new permit application must be filed with the Board as soon as possible but no more than 10 days after the change. To comply with current Drug Enforcement Administration regulations, Section 190 is amended so that the biennial inventory date may be a date that is within two years of the previous inventory, no longer on the same day. 

     Record-keeping.  Section 195 now allows records to be kept on a group of companion animals if they are in the same litter and are no more than 4 months of age.  This section also specifies that clients must be notified of the closure of a veterinary practice involving the transfer of patient records as provided for in §54.1-2405 of the Code of Virginia.

    Standards for facilities.  Section 200 specifies that there must be a door to the surgery room (except in large animal practices).  No surgery may be performed without the surgery suite having first passed inspection. No longer mandated are gas anesthesia machines, otoscopes, or ophthalmoscopes. Small animal outpatient care  may also be ambulatory.  The Board may now take disciplinary action as it deems appropriate, other than revocation or suspension, against a veterinary establishment if the establishment is in violation of any of the laws or regulations governing veterinary medicine.

All questions pertaining to the regulations should be directed to Terri Behr or myself at the Board office.

Cordially,

Elizabeth A. Carter, Ph.D.

Executive Director for the

Virginia Board of Veterinary Medicine

