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DENTISTRY  WORKFORCE  DATA  RELEASED 
Survey findings obtained with the 2012 online renewals of dentists and 
dental hygienists were released in two reports on January 9, 2013.  
The findings address age, gender, diversity, academic preparation, 
income, practice plans, and geographic location for each profession.  
Visit http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/hwdc/default.htm to review the reports. 

 
 
PERMITS  FOR  ADMINISTERING  MODERATE  SEDATION,   
DEEP  SEDATION , AND  GENERAL  ANESTHESIA 
Emergency Regulations requiring dentists to hold a permit in order to 
administer conscious/moderate sedation or deep sedation/general 
anesthesia went into effect on September 14, 2012. In addition to 
requiring permits by April 1, 2013, these regulations set forth 
requirements for delegation of administration, emergency equipment 
and techniques, and patient monitoring and discharge. 
By law the Emergency Regulations must be replaced by final 
regulations within 12 to 18 months after promulgation.  The Board 
discussed and adopted proposed final regulations at its December 7, 
2012 meeting.   Changes proposed for the final regulations include: 
• Dividing  general definitions, supervision definitions, and sedation 

definitions into three sections 
• Expanding the definition of “minimal sedation” to include 

“anxiolysis” and “inhalation analgesia” 
• Adding a definition of “titration”  
• Specifying that equipment must be appropriately sized for 

children and adults 
• Modifying the requirement for an electrocardiographic monitor for 

conscious/moderate sedation to apply when parenteral 
administration is practiced and when enteral administration 
includes titration. 

The Board retained the prohibition against prescribing or 
administering medication to a child aged 12 and under prior to his 
arrival at the dental office. 
The proposed final regulations are under administrative review. 
Following receipt of the Governor’s approval, they will be published 
for public comment.  The sixty day public comment period will 
include a public hearing.  You might follow these regulations through 
the review process by registering with the Virginia Regulatory 
TownHall at www.townhall.virginia.gov. 
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DOCS  SEDATION  REGULATION  ALERT  INCORRECT  
On January 29, 2012, the Board made an urgent request for a retraction of information provided by 
DOCS, a continuing education provider, in an undated alert which begins with “Victory in Virginia!” 
The information provided about action on the EKG requirement incorrectly states that “…the Virginia 
board will NOT be requiring EKG for moderate oral sedation…”  Any dentist who relies on this 
information in the DOCS Alert may be in violation of Board regulations and be subject to disciplinary 
action by the Board.   Such action may result if the Board finds through a periodic inspection or a 
complaint investigation that equipment required for the administration of conscious/moderate sedation 
is not present.  An electrocardiographic monitor is currently required equipment for the use of 
conscious/moderate sedation regardless of the method of administration.   If the final regulations 
include the proposed modified language on the EKG requirement reported in the article above, 
dentists who administer conscious/moderate sedation only by an enteral method and only in a single 
dose would no longer be required to have an electrocardiographic monitor when the final regulations 
go into effect.     
 
REGULATIONS  GOVERNING  DENTAL  PRACTICE  AMENDED  TO  IMPLEMENT  2011  and  
2012  LEGISLATION  
On November 21, 2012, the following provisions went into effect for: 
• Recovery of disciplinary costs associated with investigating and monitoring licensees for whom 

disciplinary action has been imposed.  Licensees sanctioned by the Board will be assessed costs 
up to $5000 based on the provisions of Guidance Document 60-17, which is available at 
www.dhp.virginia.us/dentistry by selecting the “Guidance Documents” tab.   

• Faculty and temporary resident licensure to expand eligibility for a temporary license to practice 
in advanced dental education programs; consolidate the requirements for faculty and teacher’s  
licenses; and, extend the expiration of a restricted license for a foreign teacher license from one 
year to two years.   

• Scope of practice of dental hygienists employed by the Department of Health to provide 
educational and preventative dental care while under the remote supervision of a public health 
dentist.  

 
MORE  ON  LABORATORY  WORK  ORDER  FORMS 
Revised Dental Laboratory Work Order and Dental Laboratory Subcontractor Work Order forms 
developed by a workgroup of representatives of the Virginia Dental Association and the Board were 
adopted by the Board at its December 7, 2012 meeting.  They are provided to guide dentists on 
meeting the legal requirements for work order forms set out in §54.1-2719 of the Code of Virginia. 
Dentists have the option of using these forms, forms supplied by a lab, or their own forms to meet the 
requirements of the law. Regardless of the forms used, the information requested on the Board’s 
forms must be maintained as part of the patient’s treatment records as required by 18VAC60-20-15 of 
the Regulations Governing Dental Practice.   The forms are available at 
www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry by selecting the “Applications and Forms” tab in the first column and 
then scrolling down to the bottom of the page to “Dental Labs.”  Users with Adobe Reader can 
download and save these PDF forms to complete electronically.   They can also be reviewed by 
selecting the “Guidance Documents” tab and selecting 60-18 Dental Laboratory Work Order Form, 
December 7, 2012 and 60-19 Dental Laboratory Subcontractor Work Order Form, December 7, 2012.   

_________________________________ 

Visit www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry to find meeting information, minutes, and regulations.  
E-mail denbd@dhp.virginia.gov with questions or to get on the mailing list for Board 
activities. 
Register with the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall at www.townhall.virginia.gov for e-mail 
notices on the status of the Board’s regulatory activities. 
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