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ADVISORY BOARD ON OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Minutes

June 3, 2008
The Advisory Board on Occupational Therapy met on June 3, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. at the Department of Health Professions, Perimeter Center, 9960 Mayland Drive, Richmond, Virginia. 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 


Jeffrey Loveland, O.T., OTD, Chair
Jean A. Hearst, O.T., Vice-Chair 
 






Eugenio Monasterio, MD








Patricia D. Scales, JD

Aurora Stelz, OT
MEMBERS ABSENT: 


None 
STAFF PRESENT: 



William l. Harp, MD, Executive Director
Ola Powers, Deputy Executive Director






Elaine Yeatts, Senior Regulatory Analyst 







Alesia Harris, Licensing Specialist 

GUESTS PRESENT:
Gerald Milsky, VOTA 
CALL TO ORDER


                        
Mr. Loveland called the meeting to order. 

Let it be noted for the record that Dr. Harp announced the Emergency Evacuation Instructions prior to the meeting.  He also indicated that Board staff would not be electronically recording the meeting.     
ROLL CALL
Roll was called.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 5, 2008                   
Ms. Scales moved to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded and carried.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Ms. Hearst moved to adopt the agenda. The motion was seconded and carried.
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS
There was no public comment. 
NEW BUSINESS 
#1. Development of Regulations for Occupational Therapy Assistants

Ms. Yeatts reviewed the law that establishes certified occupational therapy assistants (COTA’S) as a profession and that requires the Board of Medicine to develop and adopt emergency regulations in 280 days.  She stated the timeframe required the Advisory Board and the Board to move quickly to have the regulations in place by the end of the year.  She presented a possible framework for COTA regulations modeled after the physical therapy regulations which address physical therapy assistants.  The Advisory decided to address the issue of supervision of COTA’s first, and did so by reviewing the regulations of surrounding states that already recognize the profession.  The Advisory Board members contributed their thoughts about supervisory parameters as noted in the other state regulations and their own practice experience.  The members discussed the frequency for supervision and agreed that the frequency should be greater when inpatient services were being supervised.  Some discussion was given to other settings in which COTA’s might work, such as nursing homes, school systems and home care.  Ms. Yeatts indicated that she would work on some draft language for the Advisory Board’s review.  That review will occur at a special called meeting of the Advisory on June 23, 2008.  Meeting at that time will facilitate review by the Board of Medicine on either June 26, 2008 or by the Board’s Executive Committee on August 8, 2008.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS
There were no announcements. 

NEXT MEETING DATE

October 7, 2008
ADJOURNMENT 
Ms. Stelz moved to adjourn the meeting of the Advisory Board. The motion was seconded and carried.     
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