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Continuing Competency Becomes a Reality
for Virginia Licensees

On May 23 2001, regulations governing continuing competency
requirements for licensees of the Board of Audiology and Speech-
Language Pathology became effective. Effective January 1, 2003, all
licensees are required to obtain 30 contact hours of continuing
learning activities within a two-year period preceding a renewal cycle.
An informational sheet and assessment forms were mailed to each
licensee in September of 2001. If you have not received this
information, please contact the Board office by mail or E-mail at
fanbd@dhp.state.va.us for a copy and to ensure that your current
address is correct on file.

USE OF UNLICENCED PERSONNEL

The Board wishes to remind licensees of recent changes to the
regulations governing the practice of audiologists and speech-
language pathologists in the Commonwealth.

The regulations governing the practice of audiology and speech-language
pathology in Virginia do not prevent a licensed audiologist or speech-
language pathologist from employing or using the services of unlicensed
persons as necessary to assist him in his practice.

18 VAC 30-20-240 of the regulations governing the practice of Audiology
and Speech-Language Pathology provide that, a licensed audiologist and
speech-language pathologist shall provide supervision to unlicensed
assistants, shall be held fully responsible for their performance and
activities, and shall ensure that they perform only those activities which do
not constitute the practice of audiology or speech-language pathology and
which are commensurate with their level of training. Further, the identity of
the unlicensed assistant shall be disclosed to the client prior to treatment
and shall be made a part of the client’s file.

Failure to supervise unlicensed assistants may constitute a violation as
defined in 18 VAC 30-20-280 of the regulations governing the practice of
Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology.
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UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS FOR 2002/2003

DATE TIME TYPE OF MEETING DETAILS LOCATION
November 14,2002  9:30 a.m. General Board Board Business Board Office
February 13, 2003 9:30 a.m. General Board Board Business Board Office
May 15, 2003 9:30 a.m. General Board Board Business Board Office
August 14, 2003 9:30 a.m. General Board Board Business Board Office

To find out if a meeting date, time or location has been modified, please refer to the
Commonwealth’s Calendar web site at www.vipnet.org or call the Board’s office at (804)
662-9111.




Frequently Asked Questions:

I need my Virginia license verified to another
state. Is there a fee?

The fee for verification is $20.00 per license per
state for Audiologists and Speech Pathologists.
Please make your check or money order payable
to "Treasurer of Virginia." All requests for
verification should be mailed to the Virginia Board
of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology at
6606 West Broad Street, 4" Floor, Richmond,
Virginia 23230-1717.

My name/address has changed. How do |
notify the Board?

All name and address changes must come in
writing by mail or fax to the Board office. Please
include your name, address, social security
number and license number. If you have a name
change, you must enclose a copy of the court
order or marriage certificate, which authorizes the
change. We acknowledge all name and address
changes with a letter. There is no fee to make the
change if you do not want a new copy of your
license indicating the change.

| wish to have a duplicate of my license. Is
there a fee?

If you need a duplicate of your license, send your
request in writing along with the $5.00 duplicate
license fee. Please make your check or money
order payable to "Treasurer of Virginia." Please
include your name, address, social security
number and license number. All requests for
duplicate licenses must be mailed to the address
listed above.

I am currently serving a Clinical Fellowship
Year. Does the Board allow me to practice
speech-language pathology in Virginia?

The Clinical Fellowship Year (CFY) is a
practicum requirement for the Certificate of
Clinical Competency (CCC) issued by the
American Speech Language Hearing Association
(ASHA). The Clinical Fellowship does not grant
an individual the authority to practice speech-
language pathology independently. The licensed
issued by the Virginia Board of Audiology and
Speech-Language Pathology is required prior to
a CFY to practice independently.

Former Board Member Earns ACE Award
from ASHA

Elizabeth Marshall has earned her sixth ACE
(ASHA’s Continuing Education) award. She has
participated in ASHA’s voluntary program since
1981. The Board congratulates Ms. Marshall on
this accomplishment.

Virginia Regulatory Town Hall

Would you like a fast and convenient way to
follow what the Board of Audiology and Speech-
Language Pathology is doing on regulations? If
so, check out the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall
at www.townhall.state.va.us. As a registered
user of the Town Hall, you can receive e-mail
notification about the regulatory actions and
meetings of the Board.

The Town Hall offers a gold mine of information
and interactive features relating to state
regulations. It is also a free service of the
Commonwealth of Virginia, available 24/7.



http://www.townhall.state.va.us/

Special Thanks and New Board Members

In 1994, Julie Farrar-Hersch, Ph.D., Audiologist and Betty Marshall, M.S., Speech-Language Pathologist

were appointed to the Board of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology. Both terms ended June 30, 2002. The
Board wishes to thank both for their dedication and contributions to the professions of audiology and speech-
language pathology in the Commonwealth. Susan Green Chadwick, Audiologist from Springfield replaces Dr.
Farrar-Hersch and Angela W. Moss of Richmond replaces Betty Marshall.

Sheila Hensley, SLP ended her term with the appointment of Dr. Katrina Eid of Falls Church. The Board thanks Ms.
Hensley for her contributions. Dr. Michael Ridenhour, Audiologist from Roanoke was reappointed for another term.

DEPARTMENT RELOCATION

From November 8-11, the Department of Health Professions will relocate to new offices at 6603 West Broad Street.
The building on the other side of Broad Street. The telephone numbers for the Department and the Board of
Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology will remain the same.

Speech to Speech Relay: A New Wave of Communication

On June 26, 2000, the State Corporation Commission (SCC) approved the 711 services in the
Commonwealth of Virginia. The 711 services is an enhancement that enables a person with speech
impairment to use Virginia Relay with his or her own voice, instead of having to use a TTY. This is
especially helpful to people with speech disabilities that have trouble being understood on the
telephone. Specially trained Communication Assistants (CAs) will repeat the words of the speech-
impaired caller, as speech interpreters would do in a face-to-face setting.

As a telephone user with a speech disability, or as a regular telephone user, you can place a call to

the Speech-to-Speech service by using the following steps:

@ For English-speaking customers, dial (800) 229-5746. For Spanish-speaking customers, dial
(886) 260-9470. [Note: This is not a translation service.]

@ For more information, contact Virginia Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing at 1-800-552-
7917 or e-mail.

Virginia Relay
A public service of VDDHH and the Commonwealth of Virginia



FACTS ABOUT THE REGULATION OF SPEECH-
LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY AND AUDIOLOGY

DID YOU KNOW....

= The largest number of states implementing
licensure occurred during the 1970’s

= 25 states permit hearing aid dispensing with
an Audiology license

= 5 states have merged licensure boards
regulating speech pathologists, audiologists
and hearing aid dispensers

= Only one state prohibits the sale of hearing
aids by telephone or mail (this does not
imply that other states permit it; rather it is
not addressed in the statute)

» 10 states require a minimum of a Bachelor’s
degree for support personnel

= 5 states require a minimum of an Associate
degree for support personnel

= 47 states regulate speech-language
pathology, audiology or both

= 3 states have no regulation -
Michigan, Vermont

Idaho,

Note: Information above was obtained from a 2000
survey conducted by the NCSB and published in
the NCSB Summer 2001 Licensure Newsletter.

FAMILY ACCESS TO MEDICAL INSURANCE
SECURITY
(FAMIS)

Governor Warner has made enrolling children in
a health insurance plan a top priority of his
administration.  The Department of Medical
Assistance Services, which administers the
program is also implementing several changes to
improve the coordination between Medicaid and
FAMIS programs, including the adoption of single
income level for Medicaid eligibility for children,
the development of a single child health
insurance  application form, and uniform
verification procedures. In Virginia, a family of
four with a yearly income of $36,200 will qualify
for FAMIS. Families with lower incomes may
qualify for Medicaid. If you know of any families
that you believe may qualify for one of these
programs, more information is available by calling
the toll-free number, 1-866-873-2647, or by
checking the website for the program
(www.famils.org).

Total Licensees as of October 1, 2002:
Speech-Language Pathologists — 2,354
Audiologists — 431

School Speech-Language Pathologists - 61
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