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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Since the publication of the last newsletter in 2008, the Board has
undergone several changes that include the appointment of six new
board members to the seven member board and the hiring of a new
executive director and board support staff. As the newly elected chair,
| would like to express my gratitude to the board members, past and
present and its staff for their public service.

LICENSURE RENEWAL

The renewal cycle that ended December 31, 2010, was the first year
that the Board made the move to Go Green. In support of the effort to
go green, the Board electronically transmitted the Licensure Renewal
Notice. If the Board had an email address on record for a licensee,
notification was sent by email that it was time to renew. For those
licensees without an email address on record or that had not renewed
by November 30, 2010, paper notices were sent out. If you have not
already done so, please consider providing the Board with an email
address. Communications sent via email are a cost effective method
to provide timely updates and natifications to licensees. A licensee
has the option to designate the email address as private for Board use
only or as public for dissemination when requested.

ADRESS OF RECORD

The 2009 session of the General Assembly passed SB1282 (Acts of
Assembly Chapter 687) regarding the collection of addresses from
health professionals. Section 54.1-2400.02(B) of the Code of Virginia
(Code) requires the Department of Health Professions (DHP) to collect
an official address of record from each health professional licensed,
registered, or certified by a health regulatory board within the
department. The official address of record is to be used by DHP for
agency purposes and otherwise remain confidential.

In addition, § 54.1-2400.02(C) of the Code requires DHP to provide an
opportunity for a health professional to provide a second address for
the purpose of public dissemination. If there is no public address
provided, the official address of record will be used as the public
address for the purpose of public dissemination. If the health
professional would prefer that his/her address of record remain
confidential, then an alternative public address must be provided to
DHP. When a public address is not provided, the official address of
record will be used as the public address and may at certain times be
disclosed.
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ADRESS OF RECORD continued

(Note: the License Lookup feature on the DHP public website does not
contain the full address of the health professional. However, public
addresses are available by contacting Virginia Interactive Premium
Service.) An individual is not required to submit a place of residence
for either the official address of record or the public address. A post
office box or a practice location is acceptable.

Changes to either address may be made at the time of renewal, at any
time by written notification to the Board, or at any time by accessing
your licensure information through the online system. Any change that
is made to one of the addresses does not automatically update the
other address. Address information should be kept current at all times.

The following highlights the information or actions that health
professionals need to know regarding this amended Code section:

- The official address of record is confidential and not subject to
public dissemination unless there is no public address
provided.

- The public address is subject to public dissemination.

- Inthe absence of a public address, the official address of
record will serve as the public address.

- A post office box or a practice location is acceptable as the
address of record or public address.

- Updating the official address of record and/or the public
address must be done individually as changing one will not
automatically change the other.

- Updating an address can be done online or by written
notification to the Board.

- Addresses should be kept current at all times.

DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

The licenses for audiology and speech-language pathology expire
each December 31%. During the 2010 licensure period, the Board
experienced a significant rise in the number of licensees practicing
with a lapsed license. Practicing with a lapsed license violates the
Code of Virginia and may result in a public sanction against the
licensee. The licensee is responsible for licensure renewal regardless
of whether a renewal notice was received. Therefore, the Board
recommends that each licensee have a personal reminder method for
this important task. Ensure that the address of record and the email
address are current by accessing the online account system or
contacting the board office.

REGULATORY NOTIFICATIONS AND ACTIONS

Notifications

Registering on the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall website is an
excellent way to stay abreast of all regulatory actions in process or
taken by the Board or any other Virginia regulatory body. To register
go to http://www.townhall.state.va.us/L/publiclogin.cfm and choose
your areas of interest. Whenever a regulatory action takes place within
an individual’s registered area of interest, an automatic email
notification is sent.
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REGULATORY NOTIFICATIONS AND ACTIONS continued
Actions

The Board has approved a Notice of Intended Regulatory Action
(NOIRA) to propose specific training and supervision regulations for
speech-language pathologists performing endoscopic procedures. The
NOIRA was published on January 3, 2011. The 30 day public comment
period will end on February 2, 2011.

Anticipated Actions

At the next board meeting scheduled for February 3, 2011, the Board
will further consider approving a NOIRA to amend the Regulations
Governing the Practice of Audiology and Speech-Language
Pathology. Registering on the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall is an
excellent method for immediate notification when a NOIRA is ready for
public comment.

BOARD CALENDAR FOR 2011

The schedule for calendar year 2011 was established by the Board at
its October 7, 2010, meeting. The calendar schedule is posted on the
Board's "Meeting & Minutes" website:
http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/aud/aud calendar.htm . The calendar is
subject to change. To confirm a meeting, please contact the Board
office at 804-367-4630 or email at audbd@dhp.virginia.gov . The
location for all meetings is:

Perimeter Center
9960 Mayland Drive, Second Floor
Henrico, Virginia 23233
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