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TIME TO RENEW

All dental licenses, dental hygiene licenses, dental assistant Il registrations and
many related permits must be renewed by March 31, 2016. Renewal notices will
be sent this month by e-mail to the address on file with the Board. If the Board
does not have an e-mail address for a licensee, renewal notices are sent by mail.
You might facilitate receipt of your renewal notice by verifying that the Board
has your current e-mail address and your current mailing address. If you
have established your username and password on the Department of Health
Professions’ Online Licensing site you can click here to continue to the Login
page to update your information or you might send it by e-mail to
denbd@dhp.virginia.gov. For assistance with online transactions, please contact
the Department of Health Professions’ Practitioner Information Call Center at (804)
367-4444.

The renewal fees for most license types have been reduced for the 2016 renewals
only. This one time reduction in fees was adopted by the Board in response to a
biennial analysis of revenues and expenditures to assure revenues are sufficient to
cover expenses but not excessive. This year, dental license fees are reduced from
$285 to $210, dental hygiene license fees are reduced from $75 to $55 and dental
assistant |l registration fees are reduced from $50 to $35.

Renewal applications require your certification that you are familiar with all laws
and regulations governing the practice of your profession. Be sure you are familiar
by reviewing the recently adopted four chapters of regulations now in effect:
18VAC60-15-10 et seq. Regulations Governing the Disciplinary Process
18VAC60-21-10 et seq. Regulations Governing the Practice of Dentistry
18VACG60-25 -10 et seq. Regulations Governing the Practice of Dental Hygiene
18VACG60-30 -10 et seq. Regulations Governing the Practice of Dental Assistants
These chapters may be read and/or downloaded on the Board’s website at:
http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry/dentistry laws regs.htm. Reference Guides
for Chapters 21, 25 and 30 are also available using this link. The guides provide
a crosswalk between the repealed regulations and the current regulations and
highlight some of the changes that went into effect on December 2, 2015.

LAW EXAM PROPOSAL

The Board issued a Notice of Intended Regulatory Action on October 23, 2015 to
receive public comment on its proposal to require passage of a law exam for
licensure and periodically for renewal. The goal of this regulatory action is to
improve licensee familiarity with laws and regulations to facilitate compliance,
reduce the number of complaints received, and eliminate some of the violations
the Board has found in adjudicating disciplinary matters. The comment period
ended on December 16, 2015 with 191 comments submitted to the Regulatory
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Town Hall. The Board will consider these comments at its March 11, 2016 meeting and decide if and how to
proceed in this matter.

PRACTICE OWNERSHIP

The Board receives numerous inquiries about who can own a dental practice. At its December 11, 2015 meeting,
the Board asked staff to develop a guidance document on this subject which lists the various statutes addressing

ownership and where dentists are permitted to practice. The draft document will be reviewed by the Regulatory-

Legislative Committee on February 12, 2016.

GUIDANCE ON TELEDENTISTRY

Following its August 14, 2015 forum on teledentistry, the Board decided to develop a guidance document on the
topic. Go to http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry/minutes/2015/0OpenForum08142015.pdf to view the forum
minutes and transcript. At its December 2015 meeting, the Board adopted Guidance Document 60-23 on
Teledentistry, which requires establishing the practitioner-patient relationship and gives guidelines on the
appropriate uses of teledentistry. Visit http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry/guidelines/60-23.doc to review this
document.

GD 60-2 — SANCTIONING REFERENCE POINTS (SRP) INSTRUCTION MANUAL

The SRP is a voluntary tool used by the Board to promote objective consideration of case facts and
consistency in sanctioning. At its December 11, 2015 meeting, the Board updated and amended this manual to
add “financial or material gain” to the factors considered by a Special Conference Committee in deciding the
sanctions to be imposed when violations are found in disciplinary cases. The SRP Instruction Manual is
available at http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry/quidelines/60-2.pdf.

UPDATED GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS (GD)
The following documents were amended by the Board on December 11, 2015 to update the references made to
regulatory provisions and to reflect other changes included in the four chapters of regulations addressing practice
in the field of dentistry.
- GD 60-3 — Periodic Inspection of Dental Offices for Administration of Anesthesia and Sedation

GD 76-24.3 — Virginia Board of Dentistry Dental Inspection form

GD 60-4 — Questions and Answers on Analgesia, Sedation and Anesthesia Practice

GD 60-5 — Policy on Sanctioning for Failure to Meet Continuing Education Requirements

GD 60-8 — Education Requirements for Dental Assistants Il

GD 60-10 — Policy on Sanctioning for Failure to Comply with Advertising Guidelines

GD 60-17 — Policy on Recovery of Disciplinary Costs

GD 60-18 — Approved Template for Dental Laboratory Work Order Form

GD 60-20 — Guidance on Radiation Certification

GD 60-22 — Policy on Sanctioning for Failure to Comply with Insurance and Billing Practices
VISIt http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry/dentistry _guidelines.htm to review these documents and the full list of
available documents.

BOARD ACTIONS TO NOTE

- Effective January 28, 2016, the Board accepts the education programs accredited by the Commission on
Dental Accreditation of Canada as meeting the education requirements for licensure as a dentist or dental
hygienist.
No comments were posted on the Regulatory Town Hall in response to the Board’s Notice of Intended
Regulatory Action to add capnography to the equipment requirements for administering conscious/moderate
sedation, deep sedation and general anesthesia. This action will be addressed by the Board on March 11.
2016.

Visit www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry to find meeting agendas, minutes, regulations, guidance documents, case
decisions, etc.
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