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	PUBLIC HEARINGS ON APPROVED REGULATIONS
On Friday, February 25, 2011 at 9 am, the Board will hold public hearings on two sets of proposed regulations, Recovery of Disciplinary Costs and Registration of Mobile Dental Clinics.  The hearings will be held in Board Room 4, Perimeter Center, 9960 Mayland Drive, Suite 300, Henrico, Virginia 23233.  The proposed regulations are available at www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry in the “Laws and Regulations Governing Dentistry” tab.  
REGULATORY REVIEW CONTINUES
The Regulatory/Legislative Committee continues its work to amend and restructure the current Regulations Governing the Practice of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene.   The Committee is developing four chapters - one each for general provisions, dentistry, dental hygiene and dental assisting – to replace the current regulations.  The Committee has completed its preliminary draft of proposed language for the dental hygiene chapter.  It will meet twice in February, on 2/10/11and 2/25/11, to discuss and adopt proposed language for the dentistry, dental assisting and general provisions chapters.   The Committee’s goal is to take its recommendations for the four chapters to the Board for discussion at its March 11, 2011 meeting.  To view the Committee’s 11/5/10 and 12/2-3/10 minutes addressing the dental hygiene chapter, and the agenda materials for the 2/10/11and 2/25/11 meetings visit www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry and select “Meetings and Minutes.”  Please note that the agenda materials for the February meetings will be posted about one week prior to each meeting. 
DENTAL ASSISTANTS II

The final Regulations for Dental Assistants II will be published in the January 31, 2011 issue of the Virginia Register of Regulations and will go into effect on March 2, 2011.  The regulations are posted in the “Laws and Regulations Governing Dentistry” tab at www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry. 
The Board issued a guidance document, Delegation to Dental Assistants, to facilitate implementation of the new regulations.  Guidance Document 60-7 is a chart that lists the duties that dentists might delegate to dental assistants I and dental assistants II.  The chart is organized by the level of supervision required for the various duties.  Go to www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry and select “Guidance Documents” to see the chart.  


DENTAL ASSISTANTS II continued
At its December 3, 2010 meeting, the Board agreed in principle that a technical amendment to the Regulations for Dental Assistants II is needed to expressly state that training to perform pulp-capping procedures is to be included in the laboratory training for amalgam and composite resin restorations.  The planned fast track regulatory proposal can not be advanced until the regulations are in force so the Board will adopt the needed regulatory proposal at its March 11, 2011 meeting.
DENTISTRY WORKFORCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED 
The Department of Health Professions’ Healthcare Workforce Data Center convened the first meeting of its Dentistry Workforce Advisory Committee on November 29, 2010.  In 2011, the Committee will develop an online survey for dentists and dental hygienists to complete with their 2012 license renewals.  The initial survey will collect data on types of practice, locations, hours worked, anticipated retirement and other key issues related to the supply and demand of dental professionals.  Visit www.dhp.virginia.gov/hwdc for more information about the HWDC and to see survey results on nurses and physicians.

ADVERTISING

An Ad Hoc Committee on Advertising convened in August 2011 to discuss advertising by dentists.  The Committee advised the Board that the current law and regulations on advertising are sufficient but that educational information and stronger Board enforcement action is needed.  In response to the Committee’s recommendations, the Board amended the sanctioning provisions in Guidance Document 60-10, Policy on Sanctioning for Failure to Comply with Advertising Guidelines, and agreed to develop a guidance document focused on educating licensees about the advertising laws and regulations and to include a report on advertising case outcomes in a future edition of BRIEFS. 
VOLUNTEER PRACTICE APPLICATION
On December 3, 2010, the Board was advised that a review of this application had been completed in response to applicants’ concerns about the documentation required.  It was concluded that 18VAC60-20-100, Other Application Requirements, in the Regulations Governing the Practice of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene would need to be amended to bring this application in line with the one used by the Board of Medicine.  The Regulatory/Legislative Committee was asked to reduce the requirements for this application in the regulatory review process.   
DENTAL LAB – DISCLOSURE OF MATERIALS 
In response to public interest in the materials used in the construction and repair of dental appliances, the Board is developing guidance on the information that dental labs and their subcontractors must provide to dentists as required by §54.1-2719(B) and (C) of the Code of Virginia.  The guidance document will be reviewed at the Board’s March 11, 2011 meeting.  
LICENSE RENEWAL
Renewal notices will be sent in the middle of February 2011 with a pin number for online renewal.  Please make sure that the Board has your current mailing address.
___________________________________

Visit www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry to find meeting information, minutes and regulations. 
E-mail denbd@dhp.virginia.gov with questions or to get on the mailing list for Board activities.
Register with the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall at www.townhall.virginia.gov for e-mail notices on the status of proposed regulations.
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