VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Healthcare Workforce Data Center Advisory Council

January 12, 2009 3:00 - 5:00 P.M. Perimeter Center, Board Room 2

Attendees: C. Bailey, G. Barker, L. Bohanon, J. Cribbs, Sr. (Chair), A. Garson, Jr., J. Henry, M. Jurgensen, T. Kestner, W. Lukhard, T. Massa, P. Maddox, S. Mick, S. Motley, S. Ryals, D. Sarrett, C. Thompson, K. Wibberly, S. Wood
Visitors: L. Carter, J. Crowe, B. Harp, S. Steinbach
Welcome and Introductions
Ms. Ryals welcomed committee members and announced that Mr. Cribbs has agreed to act as Chair to the Advisory Council. Mr. Cribbs welcomed Council members and began the meeting.
Updates
Ms. Beck reported that there are currently three active advisory committees for the Healthcare Workforce Data Center: the Nursing Committee, the Physicians Committee and the Data Committee. She provided updates on the staffing of the Center: Ms. Thompson was introduced as the VCU Wilder student assistant; the review of fifty or more applications for the Policy Planning Specialist II has ensued and interviews will begin shortly for the Program Administrative Specialist I position. The announcement was also made that Linda Lacey, of Lacey Research Associates, has been retained as the Center’s research consultant through June 2009.
Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Grant
Ms. Beck reviewed the quarterly report from July through September 2009 with the Council. The three goals of the initial planning efforts have been accomplished: the administrative structure is in the process of being staffed, the Center is now on the DHP website under “Announcements,” a research consultant has been secured and the minimum dataset required for the Center’s activities is close to completion, though still in draft form. Ms. Beck noted that of objective and budget activities, most tasks were not planned to begin until January. From this month through June 2009, the Center will be working very hard to start-up a sustainable program. Ms. Ryals added that the $275,000 noted in the budget were Governor discretionary funds designated for the start-up of the program, and that the expectation was that DHP would financially sustain the project over time. The presence of in-house resources and multi-agency collaborations will multiply the effect of the current funding. Ms. Beck reported that the Center will be reapplying for its second year of funding in April 2009.
Consultant Activities
The Council reviewed the Lacey Research timeline. Ms. Beck reported on Ms. Lacey’s meeting with the Nursing Committee on January 8, 2009. Ms. Lacey will be working on the analysis of the nursing education data and revisions to the current nursing surveys initially; her future work will be looking at the physician profiles and surveys.
Proposed Legislation
Ms. Ryals presented revisions to the Governors bill: individual listings of health professions were broadened to be more encompassing in the future, the authority to collect demographic information of respondents was established, and the distinction between public and researcher data release was made. Researchers will be able to access data in non-aggregate form for more detailed analysis. Mr. Barker and Mr. Sarrett spoke to the necessity of clear legislative language that will allow useful utilization of data while protecting the individual once findings are published. Mr. Massa asked if the language of the bill was in line with the current Government Data Collection Processes and Dissemination Act (2.2-3800). This question will need to be answered in the future. Dr. Wibberly asked what the group considered to be bona fide research, and commented that the IRB should handle any issues of confidentiality in scholarly research. Ms. Carter reported on the current licensure database: the database is currently operating with identifiers that are neither license numbers nor social security numbers, and is ready to handle this level of confidential release. An ad hoc committee was created to resolve the language issue, consisting of Mr. Bailey, Ms. Maddox, Mr. Massa, Dr. Mick, Mr. Sarrett and Dr. Wibberly (coordinator). Ms. Lacey may contribute if necessary.
Overview of the status of the Healthcare Workforce Advisory Committees
· Ms. Beck reported that the original Healthcare Workforce work group established the priorities of focus as shortages of physicians, nurses and direct support. The Center’s focus for the first two years will be limited to physician and nursing shortages. The dentistry field has come forward and shown an interest in data projects for future planning. Mr. Cribbs noted that the presence of health fields stepping forward with a desire to participate shows a promise of future interest in the program.
· Ms. Beck further described the content of the Data Committee as a users group, consisting of stakeholders in the collected information field who will coordinate to prevent information collection overlap.
· Ms. Motley reported on the meeting of the Nursing Committee on January 8, 2009. There was a high attendance of researchers at the meeting and a substantial amount of discussion on the insufficiency of current datasets. Committee members discussed what should be critical of a minimum dataset and the importance of publicizing the necessity of the survey and its data to the nurses who are asked to respond. Ms. Beck distributed minutes from the meeting, and also called for volunteers to participate on the working committees.
Council Discussion
· Mr. Cribbs raised the question on whether or not progress of this planning effort would be communicated to the stakeholders and general public. Ms. Ryals called for suggestions and noted that there could be a possibility of communication pieces as the Center’s planning becomes more developed. Mr. Bailey voiced the importance of looking for opportunities to publicize the program later on in the process, but was in agreement with Dr. Mick that the group should have their direction and technical language concrete to present a confident planning product to the public. Ms. Henry made a final suggestion on the topic about the possibility of electronic newsletters and updates that could easily be distributed between stakeholders.
· Mr. Sarrett inquired on any current data collection by DHP.  Ms. Ryals clarified that current activity around surveying licensees and collecting that data needs revisions and analysis for meaning and utility. The request was made to collect information around local retention of health professionals to see of which students educated in the state remained in Virginia to practice. Dr. Mick reported on the allopathic professional’s study which revealed a retention rate of about a third of medical graduates to professions in Virginia.
Next Meeting Date: TBD (noted preference of Council to meet every other month)
