Virginia Board of Nursing

Massage Therapy Advisory Board

November 9, 2009

Minutes

TIME AND PLACE:
The Massage Therapy Advisory Board of the Board of Nursing was called to order at 10:05 a.m. on November 9, 2009 in Board Room 3, Department of Health Professions, 9960 Mayland Drive, Suite 300, Richmond, Virginia.

BOARD MEMBERS


PRESENT:


Joan L. Cordle, CMT




Lucia Kaestner, CMT





Joseph L. Shibner, IV, CMT





Ruth R. Smith, Citizen Member

BOARD MEMBER

ABSENT:


Amenaua A.R. Foy, CMT

STAFF PRESENT:
Jay P. Douglas, R.N., M.S.M., C.S.A.C., Executive Director


Brenda Krohn, R.N., M.S., Deputy Executive Director


Sandra Whitley Ryals, Director, Department of Health Professions


Elaine Yeatts, Regulatory Analyst


Amy Davis, Executive Assistant



Latasha Austin, Administrative Assistant

OTHERS PRESENT:
Becky Bowers-Lanier

The meeting was called to order by Ms. Douglas. Board members and staff introduced themselves.

DISCUSSION:
Review of Role of Advisory Members:

Ms. Ryals provided information related to the role of advisory board members that included that they serve to provide advice and input to the Board of Nursing and to identify issues of concern related to massage therapy.


Board members were informed the appointment letters issued all have 2013 as the expiration date of their term.  Some of these may be changed in order to stagger the expiration date to provide for two board members serving a two year term; two serving a three year term; and one serving a four year term.


Role and Authority of Board of Nursing:


Ms. Douglas provided information related to the role and authority of the Board of Nursing that included the mission of the Board and powers and duties.


Ms. Douglas reviewed all occupations regulated by the Board of Nursing and the discipline process.


Ms. Douglas reviewed 54.1-2400 (10) that indicates members of the advisory board may be called upon to participate in informal conferences regarding certified massage therapists.

Ms. Yeatts provided an overview of the regulations.  Ms. Yeatts instructed board members to be careful of not conducting Board of Nursing business outside of the public forum and that all meetings and communications are subject to the Freedom of Information Act. 


Ms. Yeatts also provided information related to the confidentiality of investigative files and to refer any requests for information to staff.  Ms. Douglas advised board members must be able to provide a fair and impartial decision regarding discipline related matters. If you have any knowledge of a respondent or a particular case, please let staff know immediately.


Board members are required to complete the conflict of interest training, the training will be available today after the meeting or the link to the training will be provided. 


Draft Bylaws:

Ms. Douglas reviewed the draft bylaws document.  Mr. Schibner moved to adopt the bylaws as is.  The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.


Federation of State Massage Therapy Boards (FSMTB):


Ms. Douglas informed the board that the Virginia Board of Nursing joined the FSMTB three years ago but due to travel restrictions we have not been able to attend.  Currently there are 34 states that participate in the FSMTB. We were able to send a delegate this year due to travel reimbursement was made available by the FSMTB.  Ms. Krohn attended the meeting and reviewed information of interest. The MBLEX exam became available October 2007 and is being used in 22 states.  The FSMTB indicated a discipline data base will be available in the future.


Current and Future Issues:


Ms. Douglas indicated the most frequent issues with Board of Nursing massage therapy applications include individuals that obtained their education outside of the United States; individuals that have reported criminal convictions on their application for certification; and the NESL option provided by the National Certification Board for Therapeutic Massage and Bodywork.

Topics for discussion at future meetings may include the MBLEX exam and criminal background checks.


Future Meeting Dates:

A meeting will be scheduled in January or February to review any related items from the General Assembly session.


Election of Chair and Vice Chair:


Mr. Schibner was elected as Chair and Ms. Kaestner was elected as Vice Chair.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Ms. Bowers-Lanier asked if the Board was considering criminal background checks as a condition of certification.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 P.M.







____________________________________







Jay P. Douglas, R.N., M.S.M., C.S.A.C.







Executive Director
