VIRGINIA BOARD OF NURSING

MASSAGE THERAPY ADVISORY BOARD
MINUTES

November 1, 2010
TIME AND PLACE:
The meeting of the of the Massage Therapy Advisory Board convened at 10:00 a.m. in Board Room 1, Department of Health Professions, Perimeter Center, 9960 Mayland Drive, Suite 201, Henrico, Virginia.


MEMBERS PRESENT:
Joseph Schibner, IV, Chairperson




Joan Cordle, RN, CMT





Lucia Kaestner, CMT




Ruth R Smith, Citizen Member





Amenaua Foy, CMT

STAFF PRESENT:

Jay P. Douglas, R.N., M.S.M., C.S.A.C., Executive Director




Brenda Krohn, R.N., M.S., Deputy Executive Director




Elaine Yeatts, Department of Health Professions Policy Analyst





Amy Davis, Executive Assistant

CALL TO ORDER:

Mr. Schibner called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.
DISCUSSION:   

Petition For Rulemaking:



Ms. Yeatts reviewed a petition for rulemaking received from an individual 



regarding accepting the MBLEX exam and the response sent indicating the Board 


would be unable to amend the regulation to accept the MBLEX until the law 



(Code of Virginia) is amended by the General Assembly.



Discussion of 54.1-3029 on examinations acceptable to the Board:




Ms. Smith moved to recommend to the Board of Nursing to remove current 



language “leading to national certification” from 54/1-3029 (A)(2), to be 



submitted to the 2012 Session of the General Assembly. The motion was 



seconded and carried unanimously.



Federation of State Massage Therapy Boards (FSMTB) meeting:




Mr. Schibner shared information from the FSMTB meeting he attended.  One of 


the main topics of discussion was use of the MBLEX exam by other states.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
David Ridenbach, from the Fairfax Licensure Office expressed concern about the 


number of massage therapists in Fairfax that are not able to communicate 



effectively in English, yet have been able to pass the NCBTMB exam.  Board 


staff explained the process of applications and primary source verification of 



supporting documents received in order to be issued a massage therapy 



certificate.  
DISCUSSION:

Board of Nursing Proposed Fee Increases for all Occupations:





Ms. Yeatts reviewed the proposed fee increases for the Board of Nursing and 



explained the need to increase fees is mainly due to the high cost of IT services 



provided by VITA. The Board of Nursing will act on this at their meeting 




scheduled for November 16, 2010.  
Ms. Yeatts informed the Advisory Board 



that the fee amount to be considered by the Board of Nursing may be higher 



than the currently proposed amounts.





Proposed Guidance Document:




Mr. Schibner reviewed the proposed guidance document drafted by the CMT 



Advisory Board Task Force.  After discussion, Ms. Kaestner moved to submit 



the proposed guidance document to the Board of Nursing at their November 



16, 2010 meeting as amended (copy attached).




Election of Chair and Vice-Chair for 2011:




Ms. Smith nominated Mr. Schibner as chair and Ms. Kaestner as Vice-Chair. 



The Advisory Board elected Mr. Schibner as chair and Ms. Kaestner as vice-



chair.





Licensure/Certification of Massage Therapists:





Mr. Schibner expressed his thoughts regarding licensure of massage therapists 



would benefit the profession that would include providing a defined scope of 



practice. Ms. Douglas reported that a legislative proposal would be required to 



have licensure.  The Advisory Board will continue this discussion at their next 



meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 noon.





_______________________________






Brenda Krohn, R.N., M.S






Deputy Executive Director
