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Development of State supported Website:   
 
Under leadership of DHP, relevant state 
agencies are convening on this. 
Workgroup also established a Sub-
Committee for content purposes 
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Public Service announcement campaign:  workgroup 
created subgroup, VDH is collaborating with Department 
of Education on awareness curricula.  
 
 
 



Virginia Department of  
Criminal Justice Services 

www.dcjs.virginia.gov 

Education Workgroup Long 
Term Recommendations 

Governor’s Task Force on 
Prescription Drug & Heroin 

Abuse 

Professional Education:  
 
1. Collaborate with appropriate medical and healthcare boards to 
require them to provide curricula in health professional schools 
(medical, nursing, pharmacy, and dental) on the safe and appropriate use 
of opioids to treat pain while minimizing the risk of addiction and 
substance abuse. 
 
2. Evaluate options for continuing medical education including 
incentives and consequences to encourage participation in CME of opioids 
to treat pain while minimizing the risk of addiction and substance abuse.  
 
3. Work with schools of social work and psychology to encourage 
education on addiction, treatment resources, and resource coordination 
for students going on to work as mental health providers. This effort can be 
coordinated with Health and Human Resources, DBHDS, and accredited 
schools of social work and psychology in Virginia.  
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Work of the Data set Subcommittee, Resource Website, etc  Get language from Baron
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 1. Work with relevant medical, nursing, dental, and 
pharmacy student groups to help disseminate educational 
materials, and establish student programs that can give 
community educational presentations on prescription 
drug abuse and substance abuse. 
 
2. Further education of judges, prosecutors, and defense 
attorneys on the nature and causes of addiction and 
alternatives to incarcerations.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It was pointed out that the Board of Pharmacy has the authority to identify specific continuing education that must be completed during a license period; it is not an ongoing requirement but allows the Board to recognize a topic of great need at a specific time.  This could be a model to be used by other licensing boards.Code Citation:§54.1-3314.1J. As part of the annual 15-hour requirement, the Board may require up to two hours of continuing education in a specific subject area. If the Board designates a subject area for continuing education, it shall publish such requirement no later than January 1 of the calendar year for which the specific continuing education is required. 
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