
Virginia Department of  
Criminal Justice Services 

www.dcjs.virginia.gov 

Governor’s Task Force on 
Prescription Drug & Heroin Abuse 

Enforcement Workgroup 
Recommendations 

 

May 12, 2015 

 
 



Virginia Department of  
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Enforcement Workgroup 
Recommendation #1  
(Short Term) 

Governor’s Task Force on 
Prescription Drug & Heroin 

Abuse 

- The Task Force should publicize the 
passage of Senate Bill 892/House Bill 
1500, which provides a ‘safe harbor’ 
affirmative defense for an individual who 
calls 911 or notifies emergency personnel 
that someone in his presence is suffering 
from an overdose 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A member shared that other bills of interest successfully passed the General Assembly.  Senate Bill 892 and House Bill 1500 provide a “safe harbor” affirmative defense for an individual who calls 911 or notifies emergency personnel that someone in his presence is suffering from an overdose.  This news was well received by the workgroup which stressed that the new law needs to be widely advertised in order to effectively save lives.   A unanimous decision was made to recommend to the Task Force that information about Senate Bill 892 and House Bill 1500 be publicized.  



Virginia Department of  
Criminal Justice Services 
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Enforcement Workgroup 
Recommendation #1, cont’d 
(Short Term) 

Governor’s Task Force on 
Prescription Drug & Heroin 

Abuse 

- The Task Force should publicize the 
passage of Senate Bill 892/House Bill 
1500 by recommending:  
 - Governor announces law 
 - Governor directs all state  
    agencies to notify constituents  
 - share news with stakeholders 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Governor should announce the law once it becomes effective on July 1stThe Governor should direct all pertinent state agencies to notify constituents and state and local organizations about the law, such as the Dept. of Health & Human Services, Dept. of Social Services, Dept. of Criminal Justice Services, Dept. of Education, Dept. of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, etc. All efforts be utilized to ensure that news of the law is shared with stakeholders such as schools, local community correction programs, social services departments, health departments, treatment providers, addicts, etc. 



Virginia Department of  
Criminal Justice Services 

www.dcjs.virginia.gov 

Enforcement Workgroup 
Recommendation #2  
(Long Term) 

Governor’s Task Force on 
Prescription Drug & Heroin 

Abuse 

- The Task Force should implement goals 
of House Joint Resolution 622, which 
called for a study of the efficacy of  
diversion program for drug offenders 
-  The Task Force should identify another 
entity to conduct a study into the efficacy 
of diversion for 2nd and 3rd time felony 
drug abusers, and the potential financial 
savings to the Commonwealth  
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HJR 622 was introduced this past General Assembly Session as Governor’s bill reflecting a recommendation by the Task Force in December. It did not pass. The workgroup stressed the importance of implementing the goals of HJ622, even if conducted by another entity.  Therefore, the group recommends the Task Force ask the Governor to identify another state entity, such as VCU, to study the efficacy of diversion for 2nd and 3rd time felony Schedule I and II drug offenders, as well as the potential financial savings to the Commonwealth if these addicts avoid multiple felony convictions. 



Virginia Department of  
Criminal Justice Services 

www.dcjs.virginia.gov 

Enforcement Workgroup 
Recommendation #3 
(Long Term) 

Governor’s Task Force on 
Prescription Drug & Heroin 

Abuse 

-  As a matter of policy, if the state 
determines incarceration is an 
appropriate punishment for addicts who 
have continued contact with the criminal 
justice system, the Task Force should 
recommend treatment options be made 
available during confinement.    
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Workgroup discussion focused on the lack of follow-up treatment for addicts following their release from incarceration, which can unwittingly lead to fatal overdoses based on physiological reactions to the re-introduction of opioids after a prolonged absence.  The importance of every jail facility having a treatment facility or tier was identified as a significant way to prevent future fatal overdoses from occurring.  Not surprisingly, the direct and indirect costs to implement treatment programs and/or tiers were noted.  The group agreed to determine whether sheriffs throughout the state are interested in the notion of treatment opportunities in jails before making a specific recommendation.  However, the group did support the basic notion that if the state is going to incarcerate addicts (typically after their 3rd or 4th contact with the judicial system), treatment should be available. 



Virginia Department of  
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Enforcement Workgroup - Status of 
Accepted Recommendations 

Governor’s Task Force on 
Prescription Drug & Heroin 

Abuse 

- Storage & Disposal Referral:  Work with 
Education Group to develop 
communication plan to increase law 
enforcement awareness of disposal 
opportunities (in progress)  
- Education Referral:  Develop law 
enforcement training on administration of 
Naloxone (in progress)  
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Enforcement Group continues to evaluate these referrals.  Regarding the referral to develop communication plan to increase law enforcement awareness of disposal opportunities, the group is considering a number of communication methods, including:  utilizing law enforcement and criminal justice organizations such as DCJS, VACP, VSA and FOP to blast information to agencies; posting information on websites; and posting information at criminal justice academies.  Regarding the referral to develop LEO training on Naloxone: the group is still considering this but realizes educational training materials and curriculums already exist under the Naloxone Pilot programs.  The group will consider utilizing other organizations to push awareness of the training opportunity. 
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Criminal Justice Services 
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Enforcement Workgroup 
Request for More Information 

Governor’s Task Force on 
Prescription Drug & Heroin 

Abuse 

- Therapeutic Communities in DOC 
facilities  
- Additional information on the 
Prescription Monitoring Program  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The group requested more information about how many Virginia Department of Corrections facilities have therapeutic communities (TC) available to inmates. The group requested more information about the Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP) and how it benefits law enforcement investigations.  It was noted that the PMP does not capture prescriptions ordered for military veterans who are receiving treatment from federal Veterans Affairs facilities.  
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