GENERAL INFORMATION FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION PROVIDERS

The following provides a brief summary of the information that continuing education providers may find useful, particularly those who have previously had courses reviewed by the Board for approval.  

The Board does not review continuing education courses.  CE offered by or approved by entities not listed in the regulations will not satisfy renewal requirements (ref. §18 VAC 105-20-70G). Further, only courses approved by a Board-recognized sponsor/approving body in advance will be accepted.   If a provider is not on the approved sponsor listing, the provider may request approval from a sponsor who is on the listing.  The approving sponsor will be responsible for compliance with the specified optometry regulations.  In addition, all paperwork and certificates should contain the providers name as well as the approving sponsor’s name, address and phone number.
The timeframe for obtaining continuing education is January 1 to December 31 of each year. 

The number of annual hours is 16.  At least 14 hours must pertain directly to patient care.  Two hours may include record-keeping or cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).  For TPA certified optometrists, at least two hours must be directly related to TPA prescribing and administration.  
CE by Correspondence 
For courses with a post-test requirement, credit will only be recognized if a passing grade was received and indicated on the certificate.  CE certifying documentation must clearly indicate the name of the provider and affiliation with an approved sponsor /approving body.  Correspondence courses will be credited according to the date on which the post-test was graded as indicated on the CE certificate. 

CE Certificates
Documents certifying CE shall contain the following:

· Name of the course provider and if applicable, the name of the approving sponsor

· Title of course and description
· Classification of CE (for example, glaucoma, contact lens)
· Date of course

· Number of hours

· Course provider contact information

Documents certifying CE earned must be maintained for not less than three (3) years.  When audited for CE compliance, the optometrist must provide the requested proof within fourteen (14) days of the renewal date. New graduates are expressly exempt from CE requirements for the first renewal following initial licensure. 

Board Contact Information
Website:  www.dhp.virginia.gov or optbd@dhp.virginia.gov 
(804) 367-4508 office     (804) 527-4471 (fax)

Useful Information

· Any providers who are presenting Council on Professional Education (COPE) approved courses are automatically approved as long as the course is not on a practice management topic.
· Approved CE sponsors listed in the Regulations (18 VAC 105-20-70) may also approve/sponsor courses offered by other providers, given the courses meet the specified regulatory requirements.
