
Virginia’s Board of Nursing is the First of 13 Health Regulatory Boards to Offer Online 
Licensure to Healthcare Practitioners in the Commonwealth 

 

RICHMOND, MAY 11, 2011 – In observance of the 2011 National Nurses Week activities, the 
Board of Nursing (BON) launched a new online licensure application process for Registered 
Nurses (RN) and Licensed Practical Nurses (LPN) when they graduate from an approved nursing 
education program and when they move from other states to obtain licensure by endorsement.  The 
application can be found on the home page of BON’s website www.dhp.virginia.gov/nursing/. 
BON is the first of 13 health regulatory boards at the Virginia Department of Health Professions 
(DHP) to implement this service. 

DHP Director, Dianne L. Reynolds-Cane, M.D., says “As a result of the combined efforts of 
BON staff and the DHP Data Division, the new online application process for licensure by exam 
will allow RNs and LPNs to track the progress of their submission online 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week through an online checklist; pay related fees by credit card online; and reduce time 
and costs associated with mailing and telephone calls.” 

According to BON Executive Director, Jay Douglas, R.N., M.S.M., C.S.A.C., use of computer 
technology to license 21st century practitioners is appropriate to today’s lifestyles and work 
habits. Additionally it will improve BON’s ability to meet the licensure requirements of a 
growing profession with more than190,000 licensees already in place.  

Between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2010 some 3,224 graduates of Virginia nursing education 
programs received Associate Degrees; Baccalaureate Degrees and Diploma’s.   

The DHP mission is to ensure safe and competent patient care by licensing health professionals, 
enforcing standards of practice, and providing information to health care practitioners and the 
public.  
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