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Virginia Board of Dentistry

Meaning of “Morbidity” for Reporting Adverse Reactions
Excerpts of Applicable Law, Regulation and Guidance
· The board may sanction any licensee who violates any provision of Chapter 27 of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia or any Board regulation (§54.1-2706.9 of the Code of Virginia).
· Regulation, 18VAC60-20-140 states that: A written report shall be submitted to the board by the treating dentist within 30 days following any mortality or morbidity which directly results from the administration of local anesthesia, general anesthesia, conscious sedation, or nitrous oxide oxygen inhalation analgesia and which occurs in the facility or during the first 24 hours immediately following the patient's departure from the facility, 18VAC60-20-140. 
Policy on Meaning of Morbidity
For purposes of compliance with the requirement to report incidents of morbidity, the Board defines morbidity to mean any incident which results in transport of a patient to a hospital for a stay of more than 24 hours.
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