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	RADIATION CERTIFICATION REGULATION (18VAC60-20-195)
This regulation was amended effective May 11, 2011 to delete the option for an unlicensed person to complete a course and pass an exam for taking x-rays in compliance with guidelines provided by the Board. This action was necessary because the Board does not have statutory authority to approve programs or to enforce program guidelines. The Board also decided that anyone who, prior to May 11, 2011, completed a course that had been approved by the Board may continue to place and expose x-rays at the direction of a dentist. 
At its June 3, 2011 meeting, the Board adopted additional amendments to the Radiation Certification regulation to clarify the regulatory language on CODA accredited programs and to specify the DANB sponsored course and exam that is accepted.  The three options for an unlicensed person to qualify to take x-rays are: 

· Complete a course and exam given by an institution that maintains a dental assisting, dental hygiene or dental education program recognized by CODA, 
· obtain certification from the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists, or 
· complete the Radiation Health and Safety Review course and pass the Radiation Health and Safety exam given by the Dental Assisting National Board or its affiliate.
Pending the effective date of the amendment, the Board issued Guidance Document 60-20 which clarifies that CODA accredited programs can offer the training.  Go to www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry and select “Laws and Regulations Governing Dentistry” to review the   Regulations Governing Dental Practice or select the “Guidance Document” tab for Guidance Document 60-20.

It is important to note that the Department of Health regulates the use of sources of radiation such as dental x-ray machines through its Virginia Radiation Protection Regulations.  Part VI of these regulations, 18VAC5-481-1580 et seq, addresses the use of diagnostic x-rays in the healing arts.   To review these regulations, visit the Department of Health’s web page at www.vdh.state.va.us or the Legislative Information System at http://lis.virginia.gov.
DENTAL ASSISTANTS II

The final Regulations for Dental Assistants II went into effect on March 2, 2011.  At its March 11, 2011 meeting, the Board decided to advance an amendment to 18VAC60-20-61 to include pulp capping in the educational requirements.  In the interim, the Board addressed this 


requirement by issuing Guidance Document 60-16, Guidance for Educational Programs for Dental Assistants II.  Select the “Laws and Regulations Governing Dentistry” tab to review the current educational requirements in the Regulations Governing Dental Practice or the “Guidance Document” tab for Guidance Document 60-16 at www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry.  

REGULATORY REVIEW CONTINUES 
The Regulatory/Legislative Committee has completed its work to amend, expand and restructure the current Regulations Governing Dental Practice into four chapters (dentistry, dental hygiene, dental assisting and discipline).  The Board adopted the four proposed chapters at its June 3, 2011 and is now waiting for approval from the Governor to publish its proposals for public comment.  To view the Board’s 3/11/11 and 6/3/11 agenda materials and minutes addressing these proposed chapters visit www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry and select “Meetings and Minutes.”  To receive notice that the proposed regulations are available for public review and comment, register with the Regulatory Town Hall at http://www.townhall.virginia.gov/um/publicuser.cfm or get on the Board’s public notice list by sending an e-mail request to denbd@dhp.virginia.gov.
PERMITS FOR ADMINISTERING CONSCIOUS/MODERATE SEDATION OR 

DEEP SEDATION/GENERAL ANESTHESIA 
The 2011 General Assembly passed SB1146 which authorizes the Board to require dentists to hold a Board issued permit in order to administer conscious/moderate sedation or deep sedation/general anesthesia.  The Board will consider proposed regulations on the requirements for obtaining a permit at its September 9, 2011 business meeting.  Agenda materials will be posted prior to the meeting at www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry in “Meetings and Minutes.”  This law requires the Board to promulgate regulations within 280 days of its March 25, 2011enactment.  
PENDING REGULATIONS
Following a public comment period which included a public hearing, the Board, on April 22, 2011, adopted two sets of regulations on the Recovery of Disciplinary Costs and the Registration of Mobile Dental Clinics.  Both sets of regulations are awaiting approval by the Governor for publication as final rules.  
ADVERTISING COMPLAINTS RECEIVED FROM 7/1/2009 – 6/30/2011
 During the previous two fiscal years the Board received 1,223 complaints against its licensees.  Of those complaints, 86 addressed an advertisement or the advertising practices of a dentist.  In the first two columns in the chart below you will find information on the sources and the geographic areas of the 86 complaints.  The last column provides information on the decisions the Board made on 76 of these advertising cases.  Ten advertising cases received during the two year period are still active complaints and are pending a decision by the Board.
	Sources
	Geographic Areas of the Reported Ads
	Board Decisions

	Anonymous - 54
	VA Beach – 23
	No Violation - 54

	DDS – 19
	Williamsburg – 14
	Undetermined – 1

	Other – 12
	Norfork/Newport News/Hampton – 12
	Confidential Consent Agreement – 14

	MD – 1
	Chesapeake – 7
	Advisory Letter– 7

	
	Alexandria/Annandale/Ashburn/Burke/Fairfax/Fall Church/
Great Falls/McLean/Springfield/Vienna – 21
	

	
	Bethesda, MD/Dunn Loring/Fredericksburg/Glenside, PA/Harrisonburg/Richmond/Salem/Warrenton – 9
	


___________________________

Visit www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry to find meeting information, minutes and regulations. 
E-mail denbd@dhp.virginia.gov with questions or to request e-mails for Board activities.
Register at www.townhall.virginia.gov for e-mail notices on regulatory actions. 
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