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MORE ON GENERAL SUPERVISION
Effective July 1, 2003, the Drug Control Act was amended at § 54.1-3408.I to allow dentists to include the administration of certain drugs in an order for dental hygiene treatment under general supervision.  Prior to writing orders that include the administration of permissible drugs, the dentist must first issue a standard protocol to be followed in the practice.  Once the protocol is issued and an order is written, a dental hygienist practicing under general supervision may possess and administer topical oral fluorides, topical oral anesthetics, topical and directly applied antimicrobial agents for treatment of periodontal pocket lesions, as well as any other Schedule VI topical drug approved by the Board of Dentistry.  
As a result of this statutory change, the Board’s regulation at 18 VAC 60-20-220.4 is no longer in force.  This regulation states that subgingival irrigation or subgingival application of Schedule VI medicinal agents is a duty that may only be delegated to a dental hygienist under direction.  The Board has initiated action to amend this regulation.
This change led to another question which the Board addressed at its September 12, 2003 meeting as follows.

Q. May a dental hygienist place sealants under General Supervision?

A. Yes, a dental hygienist may place sealants under general supervision consistent with the dentist’s order.  

WORKFORCE SURVEYS in 2004
The ability to address the growing problem of access to dental care in the Commonwealth has long been hampered by a lack of workforce data.  In 2004, in conjunction with license renewal, the Board will make two surveys available to be completed on-line, one for dentists and one for dental hygienists.  The surveys will collect basic information about licensees and their practice. The information collected will be used by a variety of individuals, organizations and public officials to describe more accurately the dental community in Virginia.   Information about these surveys will be included in the License Renewal Notice that will be sent out in February.  The Board urges every licensee to participate in this on-line survey activity.  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

       I am indeed honored to be elected President of the Virginia Board of Dentistry.  Being president is a special privilege for me since I am the first dental hygienist to hold this position in Virginia.  During my numerous years of working in Dentistry, I have had the pleasure of wearing many hats:  a dental assistant, a hygienist, a wife of a general dentist, a sister of a dental office manager, a sister-in-law of an oral surgeon, and the mother of a senior dental student.  Dentistry has certainly fulfilled my life in many different arenas.  I would like to thank my husband, Dr. Donald Levitin, who has always been there to support me, offer his listening ear, and share my love for Dentistry. 

      As president I have found that I have some very large shoes to fill.  I would like to thank our past president, Dr. Gary Taylor, who was uniquely conscientious and demonstrated a superb example of leadership.  He has faithfully served the Board for over seven years.  He is my mentor and I will be asking for his advice during the coming year. 

      I would like to recognize the dedicated services of three of my former colleagues whose terms on the Board have recently ended.  Dr. Gopal S. Pal and Mr. Robert Winters, ESQ  (Citizen Member) have shown exceptional commitment and each has been a tremendous asset to the Board.  Also, after serving seven years on the Board, Dr. Nora M. French resigned to become President of the Southern Regional Testing Agency.  Just as she served the Board faithfully, she will continue to diligently represent SRTA.  We will miss our three past members and valued friends and wish them well in the future.

      Congratulations to our three new members who were recently appointed to the Board:  Dr. Paul N. Zimmet, Mr. Millard D. Stith, Jr. (Citizen Member), and Dr. Meera A. Gokli.  WELCOME!  I look forward to working with you, and I am sure you will each make a valuable contribution to the Board.

      The Board is extremely active in examination, disciplinary, and legislative issues.  I would like to commend the remaining members for their continuing tireless efforts.  Dr. Michael Link, Dr. James D. Watkins, Deborah Southall, RDH,  Dr. Darryl Lefcoe, and Dr. Harold Seigel.  Thank you for your past, present and future commitment and abundant labors.  

Trudy Levitin, RDH

President  
Virginia Board of Dentistry

USE OF HOME STUDY COURSES LIMITED

At its September 12, 2003 meeting, the Board discussed the proliferation of home study and on-line courses.  The Board decided to seek a regulatory amendment that will limit the number of hours obtained through home study that a licensee may use to meet continuing education requirements to a maximum of five (5) hours.  The Board also decided that for disciplinary ordered remediation and remediation for a fourth SRTA examination attempt home study courses will not be accepted. 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
A public hearing on proposed amendments to the Regulations Governing the Practice of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene will be held on Thursday, January 22, 2004, beginning at 9:00 am.  The hearing will be held in Richmond at the Department of Health Professions.  Subjects addressed in the proposed amendments include changing the requirements for:  dental education, an examination on jurisprudence, repeating the clinical examination a fourth time and the administration of analgesia, sedation and anesthesia.  The details and draft document may be accessed on-line at www.dhp.state.va.us/dentistry, select Regulatory Town Hall and then viewing information about public comment forums and the proposed regulations to be published.
CONFIDENTIAL CONSENT AGREEMENTS 

Legislation enacted in 2003 authorizes health regulatory boards, including the Board of Dentistry, to resolve certain complaints against licensees by means of a confidential consent agreement (CCA).  A CCA may be considered for resolution of a matter involving minor misconduct when there was little or no injury to the patient and there is little likelihood that the misconduct will be repeated.  In such cases, the Board may offer a CCA in lieu of initiating and taking disciplinary action.  The minor or technical violations that might be resolved with a CCA include:

	· Improper advertising

· Failure to complete CE

· inadequate recordkeeping

· violation of terms of probation 

· inadequate communication with patient

· unintentional lapsed license up to 90 days
	· failure to post required license, credential or certificate
· improper filing and maintaining OMS profile  

· failure to meet OHSA standards

· expired drug stock

· improperly releasing records

· standard of care findings




Consideration of a CCA occurs after the investigation of the complaint is complete and the investigation report has been sent to the Board for review and a decision on disposition of the case.  Consideration of a CCA may be requested by a Special Conference Committee of the Board or by the licensee.  A CCA may be entered into by mutual agreement at any time prior to the Board issuing a notice of informal conference.  Once a notice is issued, the complaint becomes a part of the public record on a licensee and the opportunity for a confidential resolution has passed.

The provisions for confidential consent agreements are set forth in § 54.1-2400.14 of the Code of Virginia in the General Provisions for health regulatory boards.  This statute and the Board’s policy on CCAs may be accessed on the web in the Law & Policy files at www.dhp.state.va.us.  
GUIDANCE ON PRACTICE NAMES
At its July 11, 2003 meeting, the Board revised its guidance on practice names.  The following guidance replaces the Guidance Document that was issued on May 3, 2003.  The Board also decided to pursue revision of its regulations to be consistent with this guidance document.  The guidance document now reads as follows:
In accordance with VA Code §54.1-2718, a dentist must practice under his own name.  A dentist, partnership, professional corporation or professional limited liability company who owns a dental practice may also adopt a trade name for that practice so long as the trade name meets the following requirements:

1. The trade name does not violate the Board’s advertising regulations set out in 18 VAC 60-20-180;

2. The trade name incorporates one or more of the following: (i) a geographic location (e.g., to include but not be limited to a street name, shopping center, neighborhood, city, or county location), (ii) type of practice or (iii) a derivative of the dentist’s name. 

3. Derivatives of American Dental Association approved specialty board certifications may be used to describe the type of practice if one or more dentists in the practice are certified in the specialty or if the specialty name is accompanied by the conspicuous disclosure that services are provided by a general dentist in every advertising medium in which the trade name is used;

4. The trade name is used in conjunction with either (i) the name of the dentist or (ii) the name of the partnership, professional corporation or professional limited liability company who owns the practice. The owner’s name shall be conspicuously displayed along with the trade name used for the practice in all advertisements in any medium.

5. Marquee signage, web page addresses and e-mail addresses are not considered to be advertisements and may be limited to the trade name adopted for the practice. 
2004 BOARD SCHEDULE
BOARD BUSINESS MEETINGS 


FORMAL HEARINGS
Jan 22 + Public Hearing 



March 5
April  9





May 7


  
June 18 





August 6
July  30  





October 1
Sept  10 





December 3
Nov   19

SPECIAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEES

 A




B



C 
      
Feb 6  



Jan  9



Jan 30
Mar 12



Feb 27 



Mar 5 


April 30 



Mar 26 


April 23 

June 25 



May 7  



June 4

Aug 6 



June 11 


July 16

Sept 17 



July 23



Aug 20

Nov 5 



Sept 3



Oct 1

Dec 10 



Oct 15



Nov 12






Dec 3 



Dec 17

All listed meetings are subject to change or cancellation.  Additional meetings may be scheduled.
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