
 
 

Minutes 
Health Practitioners’ Monitoring Program 

Monitoring Program Committee  
 January 24, 2014 

 
Call to Order: A meeting of the HPMP Monitoring Program Committee 

was called to order at 9:10 am at the Department of Health 
Professions office, Perimeter Center, 2nd Floor 

  
Presiding: Patricia Bernal, Committee Chair 
 
Members Present: Trish Bernal 
 Catherine Hancock 
 Christopher Lander 
 Bruce Overton 
 John Beckner 
  
Others Present: Joel Steinberg, M.D., Medical Director, VAHPMP 
                                                Janet Knisely, Ph.D., VAHPMP 
                                                Peggy Wood, Program Manager, DHP 
  
 
Disposition of Minutes:          The November 2013 minutes were approved. Motion from 

Hancock, seconded by Beckner. 
 
Closed Session:            At 9:20 the Committee went into closed session to discuss 

specifics of add on materials not included in the transmitted 
information to the members.  The Committee returned to 
open session at 9:30. 

  
New Business: The Committee certified: stays of disciplinary action for 

4605, 4642, 4656, 4722, and 4746.  Vacated Stays for 4095, 
4533, and 4655.  Accepted resignations from 4669, 4599 
and 4711.  The certifications were approved by a motion 
from Hancock seconded by Lander and carried 
unanimously. One exception to the certified actions was 
4151 which was reserved for discussion in Closed Session 

 
Closed Session: The Committee returned to closed session at 10:00.  The 

Committee returned to Open Session at 10:20. 
 

Open Meeting : Action on Matters from Closed Meeting 
 Ms. Hancock moved that the Committee certify that only 

public business matters lawfully exempted from open 
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meeting requirements and only such public business 
matters as were identified in the motion for closed meeting 
were heard, discussed or considered during the closed 
meeting just concluded. The motion was seconded by  
Overton and carried unanimously. 

 
Ms. Bernal moved to dismiss the following cases:  3597, 
3777, 3958, 4047, 4151(and vacate stay), 4336, 4337, 4402, 
4522, 4526, 4538, 4569, 4636, 4689, 4695, 4719, 4723, and 
4738.  The report for 4151 will contain an addendum as 
requested by the Committee. 
Case 3856 was dismissed due to ineligibility.  The motion 
was seconded by Overton and carried unanimously.   

 
Ms. Hancock moved to successfully complete cases:  3670, 
3688, 3717, 3719, 3732, 3733, 4127, and 3726. Motion was 
seconded by Lander and passed unanimously. 
 
The Committee voted to make revisions to the dismissal 
reports for 4336, 4689 and 4738. Wood agreed to make the 
requested revisions before distribution to the Boards. 
Motion by Beckner, seconded by Overton. 
 
Also discussed in closed session:  Participant 4590’s case 
will be discussed with Jay Douglas, Executive Director, 
Board of Nursing for approval of her dismissal as she can 
receive no further benefit from monitoring.  Early 
completion requested by 3881 was discussed and found not 
appropriate at this time.  A motion to approve these 
recommendations was made by Hancock, seconded by 
Lander and passed unanimously. 
 

  
Report from VCU:              Dr. Knisely provided copies of an advisory from SAMHSA 

on “The role of Biomarkers in the Treatment of Alcohol 
Use Disorders, 2012 Revision” for all committee members. 

  
 Dr. Knisely reported that Mary Wiltshire,a new case 

manager will begin working in the near future. 
 
 A request was received from the Board of Nursing to see 

information about the cost of screening for participants.  
Dr. Knisely prepared a document with guidelines for 
extending a “line of credit” with Affinity for those 
participants unable to afford screening.  This line of credit 
is extended to VCU, not specific individuals as explained in 
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the document attached.  A discussion ensued regarding any 
ways available to reduce or offset costs to the participants. 

 
 The moneys currently held by the MCV Foundation have 

not been distributed.  Bernal reported on her efforts to 
obtain information and so far there has been no effort to 
obtain additional funds and the amount in the account is the 
minimum needed to hold the account open.  Dr. Knisely 
explained that guidelines for eligibility to receive 
“scholarship assistance” has been developed but not 
implemented.  Ms. Bernal reported contacting Dr. 
Silverman, who requested that she allow him to make 
contact with someone at the Foundation for more 
information.  The Committee expressed interest in follow 
up on this topic. 

 
Other Business: No other business presented 
                                                                                       
Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for March 21, 2014. 
 
 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 
 
 
 
       __________________________ 
        Peggy Wood 
     Recorder 
 
Approved: __________________ 
 


