PRESENTERS
Arthur Garson, Jr., M.D., M.P.H., is the Executive Vice President and Provost of the University of Virginia and the Robert C. Taylor Professor of Health Science and Public Policy. He is responsible for the planning and operations of the University’s ten schools, as well as academic planning. He co-chairs the Commission on the Future of the University.  In 2002, Dr. Garson was appointed Vice President and Dean of the University of Virginia’s School of Medicine. During his tenure as dean, he led health system-wide strategic and operational planning under his leadership, the School of Medicine started a Master of Public Health program; the Academy of Distinguished Educators; the Center on Health Care Disparities; the Patient Education Institute; the Medical Education Research Institute; and the Virginia Institute for Clinical and Translational Research (a joint effort among several schools).  In addition, he has served on the White House panel on Health Policy and as Chair of the American College of Cardiology’s task force on the uninsured. He has served on the Institute of Medicine Task Force on rapid improvements in the healthcare system, and the Commonwealth Fund Task Force on Health Insurance and the Uninsured.  Dr. Garson served on the Governor Kaine’s Health Reform Commission.

Thomas C. Ricketts, III, Ph.D., M.P.H., is Professor of Health Policy and Administration and Social Medicine at the University of North Carolina Schools of Public Health and Medicine and co-director of the American College of Surgeons Institute for Health Policy Research. His work with the ACS focuses on the future supply of surgeons and access to surgical care. Dr. Ricketts works actively in health workforce policy making and research. He has developed national and state policies governing the distribution of health resources and health care practitioners including the development of a new approach to designating primary care and dental health professional shortage and medically underserved areas.  Since 2001 he has chaired the Scientific Advisory Committee for the United Health Foundation’s America’s Health Rankingstm.  In 2008 he was appointed to the Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs Rural Advisory Committee.  He previously served on the Secretary’s National Advisory Committee on Rural Health and Human Services (US DHHS).  In 1997, Dr. Ricketts received the Distinguished Rural Health Researcher award from the National Rural Health Association, and in 1998, the Cecil G. Sheps Distinguished Investigator award from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  He is a member of the North Carolina Institute of Medicine and serves as an advisor to national and state health policy organizations.  Dr. Ricketts is Editor of the North Carolina Medical Journal having previously served as Editor of the Journal of Rural Health from 1990 until 1996. He is a member of the American Public Health Association, AcademyHealth, the Association of American Geographers, and is a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society.  Dr. Ricketts has authored multiple articles and is the editor of a standard text on rural health, Rural Health in the United States (Oxford, 2000).  He holds three degrees from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where he was a Morehead Scholar
Katie Gaul is a geographer by training, and a Research Associate with the North Carolina Health Professions Data System (HPDS) at the Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health Services Research.  She holds BS and MA degrees in geography, with an emphasis on cartography and medical & health geography.  Ms. Gaul is the first point of contact for health workforce data requests in North Carolina.  In addition to handling data and map requests, she contributes to data analysis and reports, designs HPDS publications, maintains the website and provides technical assistance to other states interested in developing a health workforce data system.
Jessica Carpenter is the Data Coordinator for the NC Health Professions Data System (HPDS).  She holds a BA in both Exercise and Sports Science and Psychology from UNC-Chapel Hill and is currently pursuing graduate work in Medical Informatics through Northwestern University.  Her primary interests concern the use of electronic health-related data for research purposes. She joined the Sheps Center in February 2008, and prior to this worked for research organizations in project and data management. Among other things, Ms. Carpenter's role in the HPDS includes liaising with licensing boards, the production of the annual North Carolina Health Professions Data Book, and various data management and programming projects.

The Honorable Marilyn B. Tavenner, Secretary of Health and Human Resources, was appointed Secretary of Health and Human Resources in January of 2006, by Governor Tim Kaine. She began her career as a nurse, working in critical care and emergency department settings.  Most of Marilyn’s career was spent with the Hospital Corporation of America (HCA). She started as a Staff Nurse and then became CEO of both Johnston-Willis and Chippenham hospitals, finishing her service to HCA as Group President of Outpatient Services in Nashville, Tennessee. She also served as Chairman of the Virginia Hospital Association and was a member of the Board of Trustees of the American Hospital Association.  Marilyn’s community interests include the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and the March of Dimes. A long time native of Virginia, she received both her Bachelor of Science in Nursing and Masters in Health Administration from Virginia Commonwealth University. She is also a Fellow with the American College of Healthcare Executives.

Linda Lacey, President, Lacey Research Associates, served 15 years as the Associate Director for Research for the North Carolina Center for Nursing.  She served as a Research Associate with Blue Cross/Blue Shield of North Carolina.  Linda worked as a Research Associate and Project Manager with the Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health Services Research.  Linda is nationally known as an expert in nursing workforce research.
