 January 16, 2003

Dear Interested Parties:

The following information highlights the latest amendments to the Virginia Board of Optometry’s Regulations Governing the Practice of Optometry and the Regulations on the Certification of Optometrists to Use Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents, both effective January 15, 2003.  Copies may be downloaded from the Department of Health Professions’ website: www.dhp.state.va.us/optometry/optometry_laws_regs.htm and are also available by contacting the Board of Optometry office at 6603 W. Broad St., 5th Fl., Richmond, VA  23230-1712, at (804) 662-9910 or (804) 662-7098, or by e-mail at Carol.Stamey@dhp.state.va.us.

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE PRACTICE OF OPTOMETRY (18 VAC 105-20-10 et seq.)

     Licensure. Section 18 VAC 105-20-10 establishes that the National Board of Examiners in Optometry Examination taken from May 1985 forward is comparable to the current version.  Section 18 VAC 105-20-15 prohibits re-licensure by endorsement to those previously licensed by Virginia; reinstatement is required.

     Fees.  Under §18 VAC 105-20-20, the late fee for renewal drops to $50 and a late fee for professional designation renewal is established. A single reinstatement fee covers all costs for reinstatement (reinstatement, late, and renewal fees). There is a new $10 fee for licensure verification.  The fee for approving continuing education (CE)  courses is eliminated because the Board no longer reviews individual courses for approval (see §18 VAC 105-20-70 for a listing of sponsors and approval bodies).

     Unprofessional conduct.  Section 18 VAC 105-20-30 includes as unprofessional not making a good faith effort to notify patients in a timely manner when a practice is being sold or terminated.

     Professional designations. Section 18 VAC 105-20-50 specifically states that an optometrist may hold himself out to the public under his name as it appears on his license or by using only one of the three types of professional designations provided for in this section.

     Renewal of licensure; reinstatement; renewal fees.  Section 18 VAC 105-20-60 provides that licenses not renewed by the expiration date may be renewed with payment of the renewal and late fees without the need to seek reinstatement for a period up to one year past the expiration date.  Practice in Virginia must not have occurred during the expiration period. After one year, the license is lapsed and would require reinstatement. All applicants for reinstatement must satisfy the current continuing education requirements for each year during which the license was lapsed for up to two years, only.

PLEASE NOTE: 
    The  renewal period has changed from Nov. 1 – Oct. 31 to the actual calendar year. 

Current optometrist licenses and TPA certifications will expire – December 31, 2003.

     Continuing education.  Several significant changes involve CE requirements for renewal (ref. §18 VAC 105-20-70). The number of annual hours has increased from 14 to 16.  At least 14 hours must pertain directly to patient care.  Two hours may include record-keeping or cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).  For TPA certified optometrists, at least two hours must be directly related to TPA prescribing and administration.  

     Only courses approved by a Board-recognized sponsor/approving body in advance will be accepted. Added to the list of approved CE sponsors/approving bodies, is the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education of the American Medical Association for Category 1 and Category 2 credits.  

     For courses with a post-test requirement, credit will only be recognized if a passing grade was received and indicated on the certificate.  CE certifying documentation must clearly indicate the name of the provider and 

affiliation with an approved sponsor /approving body.  Correspondence courses will be credited according to the date on which the post-test was graded as indicated on the CE certificate. 

     Documents certifying CE earned must be maintained for not less than three (3) years.  When audited for CE compliance, the optometrist must provide the requested proof within fourteen (14) days of the renewal date. New graduates are expressly exempt from CE requirements for the first renewal following initial licensure. 

Certification of Optometrists to Use Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents (§18 VAC 105-30-10 et seq.)
     Renewal of certification.  Section 18 VAC 105-30-90 requires that two of the 16 annual CE hours directly relate to therapeutic pharmaceutical agents topics.

     Expiration of certification. Amendments to §18 VAC 105-30-100 provide for  TPA certification reinstatement.  

     Fees. (ref. 18 VAC 105-30-120). Amendments to this section reduce the penalty for late renewal to $25, increase the returned check fee to $25, and provide fees for reinstatement and duplicates of certificate and wall certificates.

All questions pertaining to either set of regulations should be directed to Carol Stamey or myself at the Board office.

Cordially,

Elizabeth A. Carter Ph.D.

Elizabeth A. Carter, Ph.D.

Executive Director for the 

Virginia Board of Optometry

