MINI-NEWSLETTER – JUNE 2002 

     This is the fourth edition of the Virginia Board of Optometry’s “mini-”newsletter.  The one-page format is designed to get the most important news from the Board to you as quickly as possible.  The Board met on April 25, 2002 and asked that the following topics be included:  continuing education compliance, regulatory review, licensure and disciplinary activities, and prescription blanks.  

Continuing Education Compliance      

     Each year, optometrists licensed in Virginia must complete 14 hours of approved continuing education (CE) taken between November 1 and October 31 of the renewal year (ref. §18 VAC 105-20-70 of the Regulations of the Board of Optometry and §54.1-3219 of the Code of Virginia).  New licensees are excluded from this requirement the first year. Also, the Board can grant exceptions or extensions of time for those who demonstrate certified illness or undue hardship. Such requests must be in writing, be accompanied by substantiating documentation, and be received in the Board office before the October 31 licensure renewal deadline. 

     Compliance is monitored through random audits of general licensees, an automatic audit of licensees who have been disciplined for failure to comply in the previous year, and audits are included as part of disciplinary investigations.  For those failing to obtain all the required CE, the Board routinely offers a pre-hearing consent order with the following terms:  completion of the credit hours within 90 days and payment of a base fine of $250 plus a fine of $100 per credit hour.  For those failing to obtain the CE who also certified on their renewal cards that they obtained it, the following additional sanctions for submitting a fraudulent renewal application are included in the pre-hearing consent order:  an additional  $750 base fine (totaling to $1,000) and an additional  $100 be added per credit hour. As is the case with any alleged violation, the licensee is afforded due process as provided in §9-6.12:1 et seq. of the Code of Virginia.

Regulatory Review

     The Board has received permission to solicit public comment on its general and therapeutic pharmaceutical agents certification regulations. The Board will hold a public hearing to receive comment on its proposed regulations July 12, 2002 beginning at 8:30 a.m. at the Department of Health Professions in Richmond. Additionally, written comment will be received until 5:00 p.m. on August 16, 2002.  Copies of the proposed regulations are posted on the Regulatory Town Hall (www.townhall.state.va.us), or you may request copies to be mailed or e-mailed to you by contacting the board through our web address:  www.optbd@dhp.state.va.us , by calling us at (804) 662-9910, or by writing  to the Virginia Board of Optometry, 6606 W. Broad Street, Fourth Floor, Richmond, Virginia  23230-1717.

Licensure and Disciplinary Activity

     As of April 26, 2002, there were 1,309 licensed optometrists, with 72% holding TPA certification.  For those with in-state addresses, the proportion of TPA holders increases to 85%.  Since July 1, 2001 (beginning fiscal year), the Board has received 56 disciplinary cases. This is on par with previous history. The majority of cases relate to CE (15).  However, there is an uncharacteristically high proportion of substandard care cases (11 -- almost 20%). Traditionally, substandard care cases account for less than 5% of Board cases. All of these cases have not been adjudicated, so it is unknown whether the allegations are founded. The Board will continue to monitor the situation.

Prescription Blanks

    Please note that a number of recent cases have resulted from optometrists violating the requirement of §54.1-3408 (C) to include the following on prescriptions forms:

      “[] Dispense As Written

        [] Voluntary Formulary Permitted

____________________________

    Signature of the prescriber

        If neither box is marked, a Voluntary Formulary product must be dispensed.”

Refer to “Drug Laws for Practitioners” in your Statutes and Regulations booklet.  You may also reference this on the website: www.dhp.state.va.us.  Select “Licensing Boards,” then “Board of Optometry” for the laws and regulations.
The Board’s next meeting is scheduled for July 12, 2002.


