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Public comment from 9/10/12 to 11/9/12
BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK 
Licensure requirements 
Part I 
General Provisions 

18VAC140-20-10. Definitions.

A. The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the meanings ascribed to them in § 54.1-3700 of the Code of Virginia:

Board

Casework

Casework management and supportive services

Clinical social worker

Practice of social work

Social worker

B. The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the following meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Accredited school of social work" means a school of social work accredited by the Council on Social Work Education.

“Active practice” means post-licensure practice at the level of licensure for which an applicant is seeking licensure in Virginia and shall include at least 360 hours of practice in a 12-month period. 
"Clinical course of study" means graduate course work which includes specialized advanced courses in human behavior and social environment, social policy, research, clinical practice with individuals, families, groups and a clinical practicum which focuses on diagnostic, prevention and treatment services.

"Clinical social work services" include the application of social work principles and methods in performing assessments and diagnoses based on a recognized manual of mental and emotional disorders or recognized system of problem definition, preventive and early intervention services and treatment services, including but not limited to psychotherapy and counseling for mental disorders, substance abuse, marriage and family dysfunction, and problems caused by social and psychological stress or health impairment.

"Exempt practice" is that which meets the conditions of exemption from the requirements of licensure as defined in § 54.1-3701 of the Code of Virginia.

"Face-to-face supervision" means the physical presence of the individuals involved in the supervisory relationship during either individual or group supervision.

"Nonexempt practice" is that which does not meet the conditions of exemption from the requirements of licensure as defined in § 54.1-3701 of the Code of Virginia.

"Supervisee" means an individual who has submitted a supervisory contract and has received board approval to provide clinical services in social work under supervision.

"Supervision" means a professional relationship between a supervisor and supervisee in which the supervisor directs, monitors and evaluates the supervisee's social work practice while promoting development of the supervisee's knowledge, skills and abilities to provide social work services in an ethical and competent manner.

Part II 
Requirements for Licensure 

18VAC140-20-40. Requirements for licensure by examination as a licensed clinical social worker.

Every applicant for examination for licensure as a licensed clinical social worker shall:

1. Meet the education and experience requirements prescribed in 18VAC140-20-50.

2. Submit in one package to the board office:

a. A completed notarized application;

b. Documentation, on the appropriate forms, of the successful completion of the supervised experience requirements of 18VAC140-20-50 along with documentation of the supervisor's out-of-state license where applicable. Applicants whose former supervisor is deceased, or whose whereabouts is unknown, shall submit to the board a notarized affidavit from the present chief executive officer of the agency, corporation or partnership in which the applicant was supervised. The affidavit shall specify dates of employment, job responsibilities, supervisor's name and last known address, and the total number of hours spent by the applicant with the supervisor in face-to-face supervision;

c. The application fee prescribed in 18VAC140-20-30; 

d. Official transcript or transcripts in the original sealed envelope submitted from the appropriate institutions of higher education directly to the applicant; and

e. Documentation of applicant's out-of-state licensure where applicable.

3. An applicant for licensure by examination shall provide evidence of passage of the examination prescribed in 18VAC140-20-70.  If the examination was not passed within five years preceding application for licensure, the applicant may qualify by documentation of providing clinical social work services in an exempt setting for at least 360 hours per year for two of the past five years.
18VAC140-20-45. Requirements for licensure by endorsement. 

Every applicant for licensure by endorsement shall submit in one package: 

1. A completed application and the application fee prescribed in 18VAC140-20-30. 

2. Documentation of social work licensure in good standing obtained by standards substantially equivalent to those outlined in 18VAC140-20-50 and 18VAC140-20-60 required for licensure in another jurisdiction as verified by the out-of-state licensing agency on a board-approved form.  Licensure in the other jurisdiction shall be of a comparable type as the licensure which the applicant is seeking in Virginia.
3. Verification of a passing score as established by the board on a board-approved national exam at the level for which the applicant is seeking licensure in Virginia. 

4. Official transcript or transcripts in the school's original sealed envelope. 
5. Verification of active practice in another jurisdiction for 36 out of the past 60 months or evidence of supervised experience requirements substantially equivalent to those outlined in 18VAC140-20-50 and 18VAC140-20-60. 

6.5. Certification that the applicant is not the respondent in any pending or unresolved board action in another jurisdiction or in a malpractice claim. 

18VAC140-20-51. Requirements for licensure by examination as a licensed social worker.

A. In order to be approved to sit for the board-approved examination for a licensed social worker, an applicant shall: 

1. Meet the education requirements prescribed in 18VAC140-20-60 A.

2. Submit in one package to the board office:

a. A completed notarized application;

b. The application fee prescribed in 18VAC140-20-30; and

c. Official transcript or transcripts in the original sealed envelope submitted from the appropriate institutions of higher education directly to the applicant.

B. In order to be licensed by examination as a licensed social worker, an applicant shall:

1. Meet the education and experience requirements prescribed in 18VAC140-20-60; and

2. Submit, in addition to the application requirements of subsection A, the following:

a. Documentation, on the appropriate forms, of the successful completion of the supervised experience requirements of 18VAC140-20-60 along with documentation of the supervisor's out-of-state license where applicable. An applicant whose former supervisor is deceased, or whose whereabouts is unknown, shall submit to the board a notarized affidavit from the present chief executive officer of the agency, corporation or partnership in which the applicant was supervised. The affidavit shall specify dates of employment, job responsibilities, supervisor's name and last known address, and the total number of hours spent by the applicant with the supervisor in face-to-face supervision;

b. Verification of a passing score on the board-approved national examination; and

c. Documentation of applicant's out-of-state licensure where applicable.

3. An applicant for licensure by examination shall provide evidence of passage of the examination prescribed in 18VAC140-20-70.  If the examination was not passed within five years preceding application for licensure, the applicant may qualify by documentation of providing social work services in an exempt setting for at least 360 hours per year for two of the past five years.
18VAC140-20-110. Late renewal; reinstatement; reactivation. 

A. A social worker or clinical social worker whose license has expired may renew that license within four years after its expiration date by: 

1. Providing evidence of having met all applicable continuing education requirements. 

2. Paying the penalty for late renewal and the biennial license fee for each biennium as prescribed in 18VAC140-20-30. 

B. A social worker or clinical social worker who fails to renew the license for four years or more and who wishes to resume practice shall apply for reinstatement, pay the reinstatement fee and provide documentation of having completed all applicable continued competency hours equal to the number of years the license has lapsed, not to exceed four years.  An applicant for reinstatement shall also provide evidence of competency to practice by documenting:
1. Active practice in another U. S. jurisdiction for at least three of the past five years immediately preceding application; or
2. Active practice in an exempt setting for at least three of the past five years immediately preceding application; or
3. Practice as a resident under supervision for at least 360 hours in the 12 months immediately preceding licensure in Virginia.
C. A social worker wishing to reactivate an inactive license shall submit the renewal fee for active licensure minus any fee already paid for inactive licensure renewal, and document completion of continued competency hours equal to the number of years the license has been inactive, not to exceed four years. An applicant for reactivation shall also provide evidence of competency to practice by documenting:
1. Active practice in another U. S. jurisdiction for at least three of the past five years immediately preceding application; or
2. Active practice in an exempt setting for at least three of the past five years immediately preceding application; or
3. Practice as a resident under supervision for at least 360 hours in the 12 months immediately preceding licensure in Virginia.
