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President’s Message

On behalf of the Virginia Board of Veterinary Medicine, I would like to wish each of you a Happy New Year and hope for a safe and prosperous 2011. 

Please join me in welcoming Dr. Constance Pozniak of Virginia Beach as the newest appointed Board member. She replaces Dr. Henry McKelvin of Hampton. Thank you again to Dr. McKelvin for his eight years of service to the citizens of the Commonwealth.

Last spring the Board published its first newsletter in four years. The extended lapse between publications was due mainly to a lack of monetary resources to print and mail a newsletter. Now that the Board has the technology to send emails to a mass distribution list, the newsletter is back and will be published on a more frequent basis. In addition to email distribution, the newsletters are posted on the public website located at http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/vet/vet_newsletters.htm for licensees and the general public to view. The 2010 newsletter contains numerous updates and articles you may find useful. Please read further down for the 2011 updates and articles.

As a final note, I would like to thank the Board’s Executive Director, Leslie Knachel, for her hard work in putting the newsletter together and for her guidance to all the Board Members. 


Best regards,







Joseph A. May, DVM

Board President, 2011
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Board Calendar for 2011

The schedule for calendar year 2011 was established by the Board at its October 20, 2010, meeting. The calendar schedule is posted on the Board's "Meeting & Minutes" website located at http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/vet/vet_calendar.htm .

Technology Interfacing with the Board
Email Addresses for Licensees
The primary purpose of the Board is to protect the public. Regularly communicating with its licensees via newsletters and periodic announcements is a method to help achieve that purpose. Communications sent via email are a cost effective method to provide timely updates and notifications to licensees. The Board encourages its licensees to register an email address with the board office. A licensee has the option to provide a private email address for Board use only or a public email address for dissemination when requested. Remember to check your emails frequently and ensure that communications from the Board are not going to a SPAM folder. 

Licensure Renewal Notifications

The renewal cycle that ended December 31, 2010, was the first year that the Board made the move to Go Green. In support of the effort to go green, the Board electronically transmitted the Licensure Renewal Notice. If the Board had an email address on record for a licensee, notification was sent by email that it was time to renew. For those licensees without an email address on record or that had not renewed by November 30, 2010, paper notices were sent out. Renewals resulting from the electronic transmission of the Licensure Renewal Notice exceeded expectations; therefore, this method of transmission will be used again during the next renewal period. 

Regulatory Notifications and Actions

Notifications

Registering on the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall website is an excellent way to stay abreast of all regulatory actions in process or taken by the Board or any other Virginia regulatory body. To register go to http://www.townhall.state.va.us/L/publiclogin.cfm and choose the Board of Veterinary Medicine and any other areas of interest. Whenever a regulatory action takes place within an individual’s registered areas of interest, an automatic email notification is sent.
Board Actions

Regulation change: Effective September 15, 2010, 18 VAC150-20-140(14) of the regulations was changed to conform to the law on animal cruelty.
Pending regulation: A proposed regulatory action for a fee increase (18 VAC 150-20-100) is entering the final approval stage. The Town Hall website will post the regulation when ready for its final public comment period. 
Pending regulation change: A proposed regulatory action related to the destruction of Schedule II – V drugs (18 VAC 150-20-190 (E)) is in process. The current reference in the regulation to a drug destruction packet is outdated. The Spring 2010 newsletter contains an article, Tips for Maintaining Drug Inventories: Destruction, with information on the current destruction guidelines. The article can be found in the newsletter posted on the Board’s website located at http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/vet/newsletters/Spring2010.doc .
Pending regulation change: A proposed regulatory action related to unprofessional conduct (18 VAC 150-20-140) and delegation of duties (18 VAC 150-20-172 (C)) is in process. An addition to unprofessional conduct is being proposed to address false, deceptive or misleading actions that affect the safety and welfare of a patient; and an addition to delegation of duties is being proposed to clarify that this may be done electronically, verbally or in writing.  
News Release from Food and Drug Administration
In May 2010, the Food and Drug Administration sent out a news release to announce the launching of a new website that provides a mechanism for reporting pre- and post-market safety data to the federal government. According to the news release, the website can be used to report safety problems related to foods, including animal feed, and animal drugs, as well as adverse events occurring on human gene transfer trials. In addition, consumers can also use the site to report problems with pet foods and pet treats. The new site, called the Safety Reporting Portal, is designed to provide greater and easier access to online reporting. The news release provided the following two links for more information: 

Safety Reporting Portal 

www.safetyreporting.hhs.gov 

FDA Safety Reporting http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/PublicHealthFocus/ucm212845.htm
Food and Drug Administration Veterinary Newsletter
The Food and Drug Administration issues veterinary newsletters which are posted on the Center for Veterinary Medicines’ website located at http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/NewsEvents/FDAVeterinarianNewsletter/ucm210083.htm . The newsletters contain information useful to the veterinary medicine field such as an article on ways to avoid medication errors .
Continuing Education Reminder
As a reminder, licensure renewal requirements include completion of approved continuing education (CE) hours. The number of required hours is based on license type. Per the regulations, 18 VAC 150-20-70(B)(1) , approved CE credits are for courses or programs related to the “treatment and care of patients and shall be clinical courses in veterinary medicine or veterinary technology or courses that enhance patient safety, such as medical recordkeeping or compliance with requirements of the Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA).” Practice management and non-clinical course are not recognized as approved CE credits. 
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