FAQs for Dentistry
Effective July 1, 2015, Dentists who dispense controlled substances in Schedule II (Percocet, Vicodin), Schedule III (Tylenol with Codeine), or Schedule IV (Valium, Xanax) must begin reporting the drugs dispensed to the Prescription Monitoring Program within 7 days of dispensing.  If a Dentist does not dispense these products he may apply for a waiver from this reporting requirement.  

1. What is the definition of “Dispense”?


"Dispense" means to deliver a controlled substance to an ultimate user or research subject by or pursuant to the 
lawful order of a practitioner, including the prescribing and administering, packaging, labeling or compounding 
necessary to prepare the substance for that delivery.  I.E.  A patient is “delivered” medications to take home, for 
instance a bottle or package containing Tylenol #3 tablets

2. If I “administer” the medication in my office is that reportable to the PMP?


No, administration of covered substances is exempt from reporting to the PMP.  I.E.  A patient is in the waiting 
room or in the treatment room and is given a medication to take prior to a procedure; or, administering a 
covered substance via an intravenous line in the treatment room.

3. Why do I have to begin reporting my dispensing of controlled substances?

The requirement for reporting is addressed in §54.1-2521 of the Code of Virginia and in the Regulations Governing the Prescription Monitoring Program.

4. When will I be required to begin reporting?

Reporting of data must begin July 1, 2015.

5. Which drugs do I have to report?

You must report all dispensing for medications in Schedule II, III or IV which you dispense from your office location.


6. Can I send you a list of what I’ve dispensed?

No, you must submit the data online.

7. How do I submit data online?

Our software vendor, Optimum Technology, will provide you with a username and password to access the application which allows you to upload your data. The data reporting manual can be found at the following link:
http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/dhp_programs/pmp/docs/VADataReportingManualv1_6.pdf
8. How often do I have to report this data?

Everything must be reported within seven days of dispensing, so you need to report at least once per week.  If you prefer, you may report more frequently.  If you do not dispense anything within a seven day period you must submit a zero report.
9. If I only dispense a prescription once a month, can I be exempt from reporting?

No, you must report everything that you dispense.  If you do not dispense anything within a seven day period you must submit a zero report.
10. If I don’t dispense at all, do I have to report that?


If you don’t dispense at all, you may request a waiver from reporting.  The waiver form can be found at the following link:

http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/dhp_programs/pmp/pmp_forms.asp
If you choose not to complete a waiver and you do not dispense anything within a seven day period you must submit a zero report for that period.
11. Although I am licensed in Virginia, I do not practice there and I do not dispense to citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia.  Do I need to report my dispensing?
No, you may request a waiver from reporting.  The waiver form can be found at the following link:

http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/dhp_programs/pmp/pmp_forms.asp
§ 54.1-2522. Reporting exemptions. 

The dispensing of covered substances under the following circumstances shall be exempt from the reporting requirements set forth in § 54.1-2521: 

1. Dispensing of manufacturers' samples of such covered substances or of covered substances dispensed pursuant to an indigent patient program offered by a pharmaceutical manufacturer. 

2. Dispensing of covered substances by a practitioner of the healing arts to his patient in a bona fide medical emergency or when pharmaceutical services are not available. 

3. Administering of covered substances. 

4. Dispensing of covered substances within an appropriately licensed narcotic maintenance treatment program. 

5. Dispensing of covered substances to inpatients in hospitals or nursing facilities licensed by the Board of Health or facilities that are otherwise authorized by law to operate as hospitals or nursing homes in the Commonwealth. 

6. Dispensing of covered substances to inpatients in hospices licensed by the Board of Health. 

7. Dispensing of covered substances by veterinarians to animals within the usual course of their professional practice. 

8. Dispensing of covered substances as otherwise provided in the Department's regulations. 

(2002, c. 481.) 

12. Do PMP reporting requirements apply to a dentist of the United States Army, Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force, Public Health Service, or Veterans Administration licensed by the Virginia Board of Dentistry?

Yes, PMP requirements do apply as long as they hold a current active license from the Virginia Board of Dentistry.  However, if they do not dispense to citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia outside of their duties for the Department of Defense or the Veterans Administration; they may request a waiver from the reporting requirements.  The form may be found, along with other forms at:  http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/dhp_programs/pmp/pmp_forms.asp
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