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	REGULATORY REVIEW IS UNDERWAY
The Board has issued a Notice Of Intended Regulatory Action (NOIRA) for periodic review and reorganization of the current Regulations Governing the Practice of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene.  Public comment on the NOIRA is being accepted through September 1, 2010.   The Board plans to reorganize the regulations into four chapters (dentistry, dental hygiene, dental assistant and discipline).  New provisions to further address professional conduct, patient records, reporting of adverse reactions, and administration of controlled substances are also planned.   Comments concerning the current regulations may be sent to denbd@dhp.virginia.gov.  
DENTAL ASSISTANTS II

The final regulations for the registration and practice of dental assistants II are awaiting the Governor’s approval to be published.  The regulations will become final 30 days following publication.  The status of these regulations can be monitored online through the Regulatory Town Hall at www.townhall.virginia.gov.  The Board is planning to make a technical amendment to these regulations at its September 17, 2010 meeting to address the education requirements for performing pulp-capping procedures.  
STANDARDS FOR PRESCRIPTIONS IN VIRGINIA

The Virginia Board of Pharmacy has updated Guidance Document 110-35 (Guidance on Virginia Prescription Requirements) (http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Pharmacy/guidelines/110-35_Requirements%20for%20prescriptions%206-2010.doc) to reflect information from the Drug Enforcement Administration’s interim final rule that will authorize the electronic prescribing of Schedule II -V once certain conditions are met.  The Guidance Document also provides information on written, oral, and faxed prescriptions.  
ADVERTISING

In response to complaints about advertising claims being made by dentists, the Board convened an ad-hoc work group on August 20, 2010 to review the current advertising laws, regulations and guidance document.  Suggestions from the work group for improving the regulations and addressing enforcement will be considered by the Board’s Regulatory/Legislative Committee on September 10, 2010.  


VDH DENTAL HYGIENE PILOT PROGRAM
On June 11, 2010 , the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) gave the Board a report on the pilot program underway in three health districts (Lenowisco, Cumberland Plateau and Southside) to assess the use of dental hygienists in an expanded capacity as a viable means to increase access to dental health care for underserved populations.  Under the protocol adopted for the pilot, VDH dental hygienists provide education, assessment, prevention and clinical services under the remote supervision of a VDH dentist.  This pilot is authorized in the §54.1-2722(E) of the Code of Virginia.  The law requires that a report on the pilot program be submitted to the Secretary of Health and Human Resources by November 1, 2010.
AUTHORITY TO REQUIRE PERMITS FOR ADMINISTRATION OF SEDATION AND ANESTHESIA 
The Board is asking Governor McDonnell to present legislation to the 2011 Session of the General Assembly to require dentists to obtain a permit from the Board in order to administer conscious/moderate sedation and deep sedation/general anesthesia.  The Board is seeking this authority so it might proactively address compliance with the laws and regulations governing the use of sedation and anesthesia in dental offices.  The use of such controlled substances brings with it the risks of adverse reactions and even death.  The permits will enable the Board to verify that:

· the treating dentist has the necessary education and training to safely administer controlled substances and to perform life saving interventions when adverse reactions occur, 

· required patient monitoring and safety equipment is present, is maintained in working order, and that personnel are properly trained in its use, and 

· auxiliary personnel have the required training and are assigned duties within the parameters established in the Regulations. 

It is noteworthy, that Virginia is currently one of only four states that do not require these permits.
ONLINE LICENSING REGISTRATION
Applicants for general dental and dental hygiene licenses may now begin the application process online.  Applicants are able to register with the Board and pay the application fee using a credit card.  The application and required forms are then printed, completed, and mailed in to the Board with all the required documents.  
PMP – CONFIDENTIALITY – NON DISCLOSURE
At its June 11, 2010 meeting, the Board adopted an amendment to the Regulations Governing the Practice of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene  to conform to the provisions of §54.1-2525 of the Code of Virginia for the Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP).  The change permits the Board to take disciplinary action for the unauthorized use or disclosure of the confidential information received from PMP.  This exempt final action to section 18VAC60-20-170 on unprofessional conduct went into effect on August 4, 2010.
DENTAL LAB – DISCLOSURE OF MATERIALS 
Many states now require dental labs to disclosure the materials used in constructing or repairing dental work, whether the work is performed offshore or domestically.  The Board currently does not have this requirement in place.  At its June 11, 2010 meeting, the Board directed the Regulatory/Legislative Committee to research what other states are requiring and bring a recommendation to the Board.  The Regulatory/Legislative Committee will begin work on this topic at its September 10, 2010 meeting.   
___________________________________
Visit www.dhp.virginia.gov/dentistry to find meeting information, minutes and regulations.  
E-mail the Board at denbd@dhp.virginia.gov to have notice of Board activities sent to you.
Register with the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall at www.townhall.virginia.gov for e-mail notices on the status of proposed regulations.
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